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Islamic Jihad forms ^suicide sqnacP 

BEIRUT (AFP) An Islamic mOitani group has formed a 
TO-mcmbw squad lo out suidde aitacks^lnst faaS^ 
Vi paksDnran areas, an official fo?^ group saSm 

remarks pubbshed Fnday. ^^Aeuela wUi oominue autoo- 

SKifT'L ^ S*np and West Bank town of Jeridio. 

Fkdu Shakaki, m offiad fw the aimed wing of the Islamic Jihad 

S. “* Damascus. Mr. 

Sh^b iii^d “an end to armed action in 6^ lo the dismantUnE 

of scttteraenB ro t^i we feel a real Palestinian authority! 
-B dus o^DW our suidde action will move lootiw 

ar^Thc Jil^ ^ not want to poison relations with the 
PafestmiM AuAonhr. ^ don t want to and we don’t eilber.” 

^ "sponsibiliiy for a suidde bombiug 

that killed three Israeli soldieis near a Jewish seiilemcmin^ 
tjMm Strip* 
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ISTMtt woman’s bo^ found in gro 

# 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (AP) — An clderiy IsraeU woman 
was found dubbed and stabbed to death Friday in an ordiard 
bordering on tte West Bank. Police initially suspected she was 
killed byPalesdnians since a note written in Aratnc and left on the 
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13 killed , 200 wounded in 
PNA-Hamas clash in Gaza 

Violent confrontation fuels fears of Palestinian civil war 
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GAZA CTTY (Agendes) — 
Palestinian police opened fire 
Friday on thousands of wor- 
duppeis otriade a mosque 
and clashed with rock- 
riirowing Islamic militants in 
nmidng street battles. At 
least iS people were killed 
and more dian 200 wounded. 

Friday's clashes were the 
most serious between Islamic 


militants and the Palestine 
National Authority (^A) 
rince autonomy was estab- 
briied last May. 

Scores of people were 
wounded in street fi ghting 
that followed the mosque 
clash at 12:20 p.m. and 
clashes erupted throughout 
the day, the sound of gunfire 
faded after ni^tfall. 


Police rounded up about 
300 Xslamic militants^ 

Police fired on ang^, 
stone*riirowing crowd outsi w 
police headquarters, Gaza’s 
central prison and thousands 
of demonstrators also 
gathered outride poEce head- 
quarters in Gaza City and 
mrew stones, some accusing 
the PNA of serving Israeu 


interests. “Collaborators, 
collaborators.” they shouted. 

Islamic militants fired on 
poUce outride a hospital and 
burned a poEce van. 

The bloodiest episode 
under Palestinian self-rule 
erupted when, for the first 
time, Gaza poUce opened fire 
at stone throwers outride the 
city’s main mosque after 
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Bms sopporters throw stones at Palestinian poUcemcn during clashes in Gaza City on Friday (AFP photo) 
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. MECC elects new 

- leader 

• 

LIMASSOL (AP) — TTie 
ffiddle East COundl of Chur- 
/ ches (I^CTC) Friday elected 
' fbt Rev. Riad Jarjour as its 
\ oew general secretary, re- 
ptaciiig Gabriel Habib, who 

■ ins held the post rince 1977. 
Father J^our, a minister of 
the National Evangelical 

■ Synod ofSyria and Lebanon, 
to been an assodate genera'l 

, secretaiy for the last eight 
yean. The U.S.-educated 
clergyman takes over the 
Limassol-based council at a 
time when minority Christ- 
' -ians are on the retreat in the 
r ^fidd l e East. The criris, and 
e^its to seek a dialogue 
with Mustims to stanch the 
. fwriEng emigration of (Krist- 
ians from the region, is high 
on the agenda of the week- 
tog Ecumenical assembly of 
dm MECC, whidi opened 
Wednesday. Father Habib 
to been a forcefol advocate 
. Jf dialogue with Muslims 
Coring hu tenure as general 
.*cre^ of the MECC. 


..^aris denies 
'eport 
,TfFIS 


Most Security Council states 


favour lifting sanctions 


Aziz 
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*AWS (AFP) — The French 
'toign mini^ Friday de- 
■ report that envoys sent 
7 Prime Minister Edouard 
[alladur had contacted 
W)ah Kebir, an exiled Icad- 
r of ^ outlawed Algerian 
«amic Salvation Front 
The report in the 
"®|Uy Paris Match magazine 
to that emissaries from the 
. nme minister’s office had 
tomcicd Mr. Kebir. the 
^ of the FIS executive 
toy in exile, who lives in 
*™»any. “There is no con- 
^ of this nature, and 
toJce does not maintain 
»tam with the FIS," forc- 
Pminisiry deputy spokes- 
•• Catherine ' Cotoona 

to. Wth reference to a 
toting announced to be lak- 
in Rome Monday 
.« Tuesday with various 
’ “JWiBn leaders including 

M, Colomna said 

^France encouraged 
Wheal dialogue between 
■ who arc teatW for it 
™ who renounce violence 
to terrorism.” 


UNITED NATIONS (Agen-' 
des) — Iraqi Deputy Prime 
Mximter Tar^ Aziz said Fri- 
day that most of the 15 mem- 
, bers of the Secuii^ Council 
favour Ufting the sanctions 
against his country, indicat- 
ing that only the United 
States and Bmain were pre- 
venting it. 

Mr. Aziz said the ooiindrs 
offidal response to Iraq’s rec- 
ognition 01 Kuwait was much 
1^ enthusiastic than most 
members had wanted. 

He said only two members, 
apparently referring to the 
United ^tes and Britain, 
were preventing a lifting of 
the sanctions imposed s^r 
Iraq invaded Kuwait in Aug. 
1990. As permanent mem- 
bers of foe oouodl, foe Un- 
ited States and Britain can 
veto any measure lifting sanc- 
tions. 

*T have met with foe 14 
members of foe ooundl (ex- 
duding the United States), 
and their reaction in in^- 
vidual meetings with me was 
much (more) forthcoming 
than the language that was 
put in foe statement in the 
sense that the ... majority of 
members of the conncil 
wanted to expres ... in a 
wanner manner, in a dearer 
manner, their appreciation 
of' Iraq’s recognition of 
Kuwmt. _ 

The Security Coun<^ letter 
to Iraq said the coundl consi- 
dered the political and ter- 
ritorial recognition of Kuwait 
as a “signincant step” and 
said the United Nations 
would continue to monitor 
foe situation. 

Mr. Aziz said Iraq had met 
the conditions set in U.N. 
resolutions for lifting foe eo^ 
nomic sanctions and oil 
embargo by destroying all 
weapons of mass destruction 
and permitting a monitoring 
system to ensure that those 
weapons cannot be reac- 
quired. He called repons that 
some chemii^ and biological 
weapons might have _ been 
bidden merely “allegations.” 

He denied that Iraq had 
refused lo release some 
Kuwaiti prisoners of war — 
another U.N. requirement 
for lifting the sanction — but 
said that there remain people 


who are listed as nussing in 
action. 

Mr. Aziz said he was leav- 
ing New York later Friday for 
Geneva where he would ask 
the Red Cross to help settle 
th^ matter and also seek the ' 
release of 20,(XX) Irzmi prison- 
ers who are still in uan from 
foe 1980^ war. Mr. Aziz 
was at foe United Nations on 
Friday to meet with non- 
align^ member nations of 
foe Securi^ 'Council who 
supp^ Efting the economic 
sanctions. 

Mr. Aziz declined to 
^leculate on when foe sanc- 
tions might be Efced. Howev- 
er, Western diplomats have 
said they beEeved that foe 
remaining issues blocking foe 
Ef^g of sanctions could be 
deai^ up by as early as 
March. 

An Iraq^ official on Friday 
accused the United States 
and Britain of trying to 
squeeze the life out of his 
oountxy by opporing the eas- 
ing of sanctions. 

“The lifting of sanctions 
would allow Iraq to buy 
medicines and foo^ bat that 
has become impossible after 
foe underhand veto against it 
by foe heinous American- 
Britifo pairing,” said Saad 
Kassem Hammudi, an official 
of the ruling Baath Party. 

Mr. Hammndi, quoted* by 
Baath Party newspaper Xl 
Thawra, said foe United Na- 
tions “foould study the Rus- 
sian proposal in favour of 
lifting the embai]go on Ir^.” 

Ru^an Foreign Minister 
Andrei Kozyrev srud after a 
visit to Baghdad in October 
he would work for an earing 
of sanctions by tbe Security 
Council, in return for an Iraqi 
pledge to recognise Kuwait. 

Baghdad has rejected a 
U.N. resolution allowing for 
partial sales of oil to allow h 
to meet its humanitarian 
needs. It says foe stria U.N. 
controls required would in- 
fiinge on its soverei^ty. 

Iraq's recognition of 
Kuwait is a fundamental step 
towarfo lifting the ml mnbar- 
go and other economic sanc- 
tions, said New Zealand 
Ambass^rto foe U.N. Col- 
in Keating. 

Mr. Keatinz predicted that 


the U.N. Special (Kminisrion 
could conceivably report by 
Mardi that Iraq had met tbe 
disannament requirements 
for tiffing foe sanefions. 

. Political recognition will 
allow Iraq and Kuwait to talk 
directly, potentially clearing 
up foe issues of prisoners and 
property plundered during 
the Iraqi occupation. 

Tbe main Ir^ opporifion 
group says it supports Iraq’s 
recognition of Kuwait aw 
wonld like Kuwaiti backing in 
e&rts to overthrow Iraqi 
leader Saddam Hussein. 

Ahmad Al Chalabi, head 
of the opj^sition Iraqi 
National (congress, was 
quoted Biday in foe Arabic 
daily Al Ha^t as saying it 
was necessary to recogmse 
Kuwait’s independence and 
foe U.N.-demazcated border. 

“We respect aE foe U.N. 
resolutions relevant to Iraq 
after the invasion of Kuwait, 
inclnding Resolution 833 
whidi recognises Kuwrit's 
sovereignty and the division 
of the boi^r,” Mr. Chalabi 
told the pqier in a telephone 
interview ftom his headquar- 
ters in northern Iraq. 

He added: “We urge 
Kuwrit to pfFOvide addltioual 
snppon to the Irarp people in 
their effoxts to liberate Iraq 
and overthrow foe dicta- 
torship in Baghdad.” 

Sm^er opposition gFOUfs 
have reject^ Iraq’s recogni- 
tion of Kuwait, saying such 
action should be t^en by a 
democratically elected gov- 
ernment without foreign 
pressure. 

The Iraqi National Con- 
gress is an ombrella organisa- 
tion for Shiite and Sunni 
Mnriim fociions and Knrdish 
rebels operating from 
abroad. 

It recently moved its head- 
qnarters to Knrdtsh- 
con trolled northern Iraq, and 
foe groups's executive coun- 
cil is to meet in the mountain 
resort of Salabeddin next 
week to discuss strategy. 

Opposition officials, who 
inriszed on anonyimty, said 
various factions in foe move- 
ment want to expand foe 
leadership to make it more 
representative of the Iraq's 
ethnically (fiverse society. 


noon prayers. 

Tbe Islamic Resistance 
Movement Hamas had plan- 
ned a demonstration at foe 
mosque, a centre of resist-^ 
ance to antonomy, but secur- 
ity forces bad surrounded tbe 


It was only after darkness 

(Carifnaed on page 7) 

Shaath: 
cannot disarm 

opposition 

MINISTER OF Imtematioiial 
Cooperation in tbe Palesti- 
nian National Authority 
(PNA) Nabil Shaath said 
Thms^y the cannot 

disarm Islamic groups in 
Palestine and refhses to be a 
“tool in the hands of Israd” 
to strike at all Is lami c opposi- 
tion g roup s. 

In a pr^ conference held 
in Cairo, Dr. Shaath said 
“due to Israel’s fan me to 
respect the Palestiman-Istaeli 
agreement, we do not enjoy 
any public support fi> disnm 
the opposition groups or take 
tough measures against 
them.” 

He added that tbe Palesti- 
nian Aufoority will not enter 
into a dvil war wHh its people 
and wQl not accept to m the 
“bladcman who nn[deineats 
tbe desires of his white mas- 
ter.” 

Dr. Shaath added that foe 
Palestinian antbority respects 
its security agremnents whh 
Israel and will not embark on 
any violent actions a gamgr it. 


France, 
Britain 
set up 
joint air 
corrimand 

CHARTERS, Fkance (AFP) 
— France and Britain ' 
announced Friday they were 
setting up a new joint air 
command to coordinate bi- | 
lateral action in tronble^ts , 
around the world, bnt said 
foe move po^ no threat to 
North Atlwtic Treaty Oi^ 
nisation (NATO) solidaifty. 

'Die initiative came amid 
increasingiy open splits be- 
tween Europe and foe United 
States over how to resolve 
the war in Bosnia after the 
U.S. dedsion to st^ sup- 
porting U.N. sanctions in 
Bosnia-Herzegovina. 

“The new group will allow 
us to coormnate our air 
forces so that we can set up 
more spMcfily combined op- 
erations in hnmanitarian or 
peacekeeping missions,” 
British Prme Nfinister John 
^htjo^ said. 

“It is a natural develop- 
ment, 1 think, ftom our long- 
stant^e defence coopera- 
tion,” he said, adding that 
foe command of foe group 
wonld alternate between 
French and British officers. 

Mr. Major was spealdng at ■ 
foe end or a one-day Franco- 
Britirii summit in Chartres, 
southwest of Paris, attended 
by to French oounteipait 
Edouard Balladnr and their 
respec^e defence and fore- 
ign ministers. 

He said foe new command 
would have no effect on 
NATO action. 

“NATO remains the bed- 
rock of our defence in the 
West and is going to remain 
the bedrock of onr defence in 
the WesL It is absolutely 
fundamental to our de- 
fence.... and I do not believe 
anything can shake that,” he 
said. 

But the comment came 
amid an increasingly open 
split between Europe and 
Washington and concern 
over the effect of a U.S. 
pullout from the U.N. 
embaigo on arms suppEes to 
foe Bosnian government. 

(Caudiiiied uQ page 12 ) 


body sud Mam i e mOitaots look lespousibiliiy for the murder. But 
as the invBsdgiUion nogressed ciimfaiai motives were suqiected 
and pedioe deudned the woman's son for questioaiBg. Tbe vietun 
IDA Stofkoviiz, 8S, was found by her son in an ordi^ near the 
Hadarim iM^dibourliood-of Kfar Saba, Tel Aviv suburb bcHderii^ 
<» the West Bank town of Kaikilyah, police said. He bad launched 
searches after she ^led to return home ftom a visit to a ftiendls 
bouse. PoUoe believe she was killed Thursday evening. Twelve 
Priestnuans wwldng in the area were detained for questiomng, 
polioe said. Thqr were later released. Eric Bar-Oiea. a polire 
qmkesmaa. said initially there was a “probable terrorist back^ 
ground” to die staying, but that criminal motives were hmitg 
strongly investigated. 


Prices Jordan 150 fils 



Palestinian riot pirike forces stand guard 
blocking a street in Gaza wi Friday (oDowh^ 
heavy dashes btoveeD Pafesthnan poUoanea 


and supporters of Iriairric movements (AFP 
photo) 


Israeli team leaves after talks 
on diplomatic, economic ties 

Formal' relations to be announced on Nov. 27 


By P.V. Vivtoamoid 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — An IsraeE de- 
legatitMi left Amman on Fri- 
day after talks with Jordanian 
officials that produced an 
agreement that the two coun- 
tries would announce the 
estalriishment of (fiplomatic 
relations on Nov. 27 and 
open embassies ' in each 
other’s cairiifels on I^. 10. 

As the-taScs were being 
held, an Israrii team soontra 
throng several areas of Am- 
man, including the Abdonn 
area, ostensibly looking for a 
site to locate an Israeli 
embasty. 

Nisrim Ben Shitreet, an 
administrative director dr tbe 
Iriaeli forrign ministry, led 
the team, which indoded 
IsraeE journaEsts. The local 
media were exdnded from 
the tour. 

The formal meetings, held 
at the Royal Sdentific Sode- 
ly (RSS) Thnisday morning 
and at the Foreign hfinistiy in 
the afternoon, were the first 
official discutoons between 
the two countries on the 
broader issues of formal rela- 
tions and trade and economic 
cooperation in implmnenta- 
tion of tbe Jordaruan-laaeli 
peace treaty rigned on Oct 
26. 

Talal Al Hassan, the minis- 
ter of state tofordgn afftlrs, 
met with the Israeli delega- 
tion for a Mef round of taiba 
before a meeting attemded by 
Fordgn Ministry Secretary- 
General Nayef Hadid, 
Major-General Abed Bah Al 
Knrdi, a member of the 
Jordanian ne^tiating team. 
Foreign Ministiy Ambassa- 
dor Nabih Shukum and 
senior ministry offidals Omar 
Rifai and Ziad Majafi and 
Foreign Mimstiy adrisor on 


peace talks Mohammad Sha- 
hfokri. 

The IszaeE delegation was 
led by Uri Savir, dixector- 
general of tbe foreign minis- 
tiy, and induded senior advi- 
sors and officials ^m the 
fotrign and finance nnnis- 
tries. 

Tbe Jordanian delegation 
to the tedmical meetings on 
trade and economic ooc^sera- 
tu» held at the RSS was led 
by Ham Al MoDo, preddent 
of the RSS, and indnded 
offidals ftom the h^foixstry of 
Hnance, the Ministry of 
Trade and Industry and foe 
Central Bank of Jordan as 
well as economic advisors at 
the Prime Mmistry. 

Also attending the meeting 
was Omayya Tooqan, direc- 
tor of tbe Amman Ffoandal 
Market (AFM), in an indica- 
tion that the toks also dealt 
wifo the possibility of Israeli 
investors entering the Jorda- 
nian stock market . 

Dr. Molld and Mr. Savir 
told reporters after the mom- 
ii^ meeting that the two sides 
disenssed foe various aspects 
of economic cooperation as 
caned for in the peace treaty, 
wliidi sets a May 1995 dea^ 
fine f^ reaching agreements. 
These indnde a free trade 
zone, investment, banlfing, 
industrial cooperation and 
labour. Most of tbe projects 
were discussed at the OcL 
30-Nov. 1 economic summit 
held in Casablanca, Moroc- 
co. 

It was dear from foe com- 
ments by foe two offidals 
that priority was being given 
to implemmitmg projects that 
are vital to the very essence 
of foepeace treaty, indnding 
(TOviaons to make an addi- 
tional 215 million cubic 
metres of water to Jordan 


from sources in the north* 

This wonld involve build- 
ing dams and a water 
purificatton/desaliTtation 
plant at a total cost of around 
S150 million. 

laaefi Foreign Ministere 
Shimon Peres ssud late last 
month that the Euiop^ 
Commission, foe executive 
arm of the European Unkm 
(EU) had agreed to finance 
the projects, but he fod not 
speedy a figure. It is expected 
that finandng will also come 
ftom the United States for 
the projects. 

Immediate steps will also 
indnde linking the power 
grids of foe two countries and 
opening an extra diannel for 
a microwave telecommunica- 
tion fink. 

Tednical experts ftom the 
two sides have launched dis- . 
cussions on I^eli wifodraw- I 
al from Jordanian lands axtd * 
demarcation of tbe boideis,~a - 
process expected to be com- ' 
pleted in nine months. . ; 

Mr. Savir told reporters on - 
Tfauisday: “We are now laum- 1 
dung foe practical aspects of -I 
economic and poEti<» rela^ ; 
tions wifo Jor^ ^ter foe - 
rigning of the peace treaty.” : 

The meeting at the RSS / 
cov&ed “all sectors: “topT'^ 
ism, energy, agricnltnre>” '1 
with partiailar focus on de- •: 
velopment projects in the 
Aqaba-Eilat area and the '■ 
Jordan Rift V^ley. 1 * • 

Dr. MuUd said it was de- ' 
dded to prepare a feasibiiityt’ 
study on the proposed dams ^ 
near the bordto m a month's > 
time. It is expected to be I 

S esented to foe European-*: 
nioa and the United States, 
with a request for financin^Z 
for foe jmject. 

Mr. mdid, tbe Forei^t 

• 

(Cmtinoed on pa^ 12) 


House finance panel chairman 
welcomes customs duty cuts 




AMMAN (Petra) — Depnty 
All Abul Ragbeb, dianman 
of the Rnandal Committee 
of tbe Lower House of Parlia- 
ment, said Fri^y the govern- 
ment’s recent decision to re- 
duce customs duties on cars 
and more than 3(K) other ' 
items were intended to 
address deformities in the 
Jordanian economy. 

Id an interview with the 
Jordan News Agency, Petra, 
Mr. Abul Ragneb said foe 
decision, whi^ was taken 
Nov. 12, runs in conformity 
with the requirements of the 
new stage during which Jor- 
dan will have to become a 
modern oonntiy enjoying a 
sonnd investment du^te. 

Noting that the decision 
was taken to address several 
problems as recession and tax 
evasion, Mr. Abul Ragbeb 
smd the reductions in cus- 
toms dnties. which indnded, 
in addition to passen^ vefaJ- 
des, foodstuff, dotiung, fur- 
nishings, mineral water, mar- 
ble and builffing material 
were approved by the 
Cabinet m accordance with 
an agreement signed between 


the government and foe In- 
ternational Monet^ Fund 
and to meet conditions for 
joining the General Agree- 
ment on TarifEs and Trade 
(GATT). 

The government’s decision 
cuts 27 to 44 per cent in 
customs duties on imported 
passenger vehicles and offers 
total exemptions for cargo 
transport vehicles. 

Jordan, Mr. Abul Ragheb 
smd, was about to start an 
economic development pro- 
cess which reqmies that it 
takes its position in foe re- 
gion as a dvilised state, 
adding that this calls for tak- 
ing new economic measures. 

He onderlined chat the de- 
dsioD has no bearing on the 
value of the Jordanian dinar 
and the Kingdom’s reserves 
of foreign currencies because 
the margin of ledocdoiis in 
prices was not big and that 
the demand for herns in- 
duded in foe dedrion will riot 
much influence foe revenues 
of the treasury in a negative 
wayl 

Jordanian dtizens “deal 
wifo the issue in a rational 


maimer and the Central Bank'Z 
of Jordan has enough hafti' 
currency reserves,” he saicHZ^ 

“The treasury’s revenue'- 

wfl] increase and will be 

tively affected by foe decision^: 

to reduce prices,” said Mr.;- 

Abul Rag^b. 

• 

Fuithennore, he said, the.; 
reasons for increasing cu^; 
toms duties on imported; 
goO|^ no more exist, thuS' 
calling for brin^g things^, 
back to normal and starting al 
gradual reduction of customs; 
duties. 

He also called for further, 
reductions in enstoms duti» 
to enable citizens with 
medium income to benefit- 
from these decidons. At the. 
same time be niged the gov-, 
ernment to protect national 
indostries. 

Mr. Abul Ragbeb said high 
prices of impqned items were 
a factor in the rise of tax- 

evadoD cases taking various.* 
forms, either as bringing 
goods into foe KJng&m 
under the guise of temporary, 
imports or throu|^ smug- . 
gUng. 
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U.N. troops prepared to fight 

their way out of Somalia 


MOGADISHU (AFP) — 
U\N. troops in lawless 
Somali capital are preparing 
td fight their way oat if neces- 
sa;ry their mandate exiriies at 
the end of March. 

think it is clear the 
factions will fight for control 
of the port and die airport” 
where U.N. troops are sta- 
tioned, said one senior U.N. 
official, speaking on oondi- 
tipn of anonymi^. 

|Soldiers also said they 
deemed it likely that they 
v/puld have to emend them- 
selves as they left, with 
armed Somalis probably 
tiding to loot U.N. equip- 
ment as well as fighting earn 
o^er for control of key 
points. 

;Plans are being drawn up 
to; have troops horn NATO 
countries such as the United 
’ States, France and Italy cover 
the withdrawal of the last of 
the 15,000 U.N. soldkis soD 
here, U.N. offidals said. 

The Departure of the 
*^Blue Helmets” follows the 
failure of Somalia's two prin- 
cipal warlords. General 
Mohammad Farah Aideed 
and self-styled President Ali 
Mahdi Mohammad, to agree 
on a govemmem of national 
unity. 

U.N. Special Representa- 
tive Victor Gbeho of Ghana 
said in an interview eariier 
this week that he eiqiected 
“reality to dawn” on both 
men ^rith an agreement to 
set up a unified government 
before the U.N. force de- 
parted, but added that ‘T 
wouldn't like to pnt a penny 
on any bet on ^lat happens 
on April 1.” 

Mr. Gbeho said fiie wifii- 
drawal support force would 
be mainly amphibious, with 
landing ^ps carrying tanks 
lying onshore, and with 
weapoi^ force capable of 
des^ying any tanks being 
used the Somali factions. 
The force would strike only if 
the departing troops came 
under attack, he said, adding 
that be expe^ed at least one 
aircraft caziier. 

Other officials said the Un- 
ited States had been asked to 
provide a marine amphibious 
force, and that helicopter 


gunships would hover over- 
head as the last troops left. 

General Aboo Samar 
Bakar, the Malaysian com- 
mander of the U.N. force, 
told AFP that he himself 
wonid be the last soldier to 
leave Mogaefishu. 

Both the port and airport 
are in AidMd territory in 
sooth Mogadishu, but access 
to both can be blocked b]^ 
militias lo]ral to Mr. Ali 
Mahdi, who holds the north 
of the capital. 

Gen. Aideed and Mr. Ali 
Mahdi are still in deadlock. 
Contacts between die two 
sides continue, but the most 
recent end^ in **10131 disr 
agreement,*' Mr. Ali Mahdi 
in an interview Wednesday, 
accusing Gen. Aideed of 
**megalomania” and '‘ob- 
stinacy.” 

“We have been trying untfl 
now to break the impasse,” 
Gbeho said, “but at the 
weekend it became clear the 
SNA (Aideed's Somali 
National Alliance) was not 
prepared to acc^ suggestion 
from the SSA (Ali MabdTs 
Somali Salvation Alliance). 
^ the impasse oontinnes.” 

dan leaders supporting 
Gen. Aideed pledged Sunday 
that they woidd cooperate to 
miforce security to enable the 
U.N. force to leave in an 
orderly and safe manner, but 
warned that the presence of 
supp or t troops could open an 
unending progression of 
troops in and out of Somalia. 

Mr. Gbeho retorted in tiie 
interview that the dan lead- 
ers were in no position to 
object to U.N. ^ety mea- 
sures, adding that “the Secur- 
ity Council is not infuang 
another U.N. force into 
Somalia”. 

The U.N. solcfieis will be 
leaving behind an 8,500- 
stzong Somali police force 
they have trained and dionsands 
of dvilians now woiking for 
the United Nations and its 
contractors. They will also 
hand over to elders or r^on- 
al authorities the keys to the 
jails they have set up. 

The United Nations will 
pay tile police “up to the day 
we leave, but there is no ques- 
tion of any payment beyond 


that,” Mr. Gbeho ssud, ack- 
nowlec^^ that both police 
and dvtiian staff could “turn 
into bandits.” 

The U.N. force has already 
had trouble with Somali em- 
ployees, offidals said. 

Mr. Gbeho said U.N. per- 
sonnel would be careful not 
to band over jail keys to the 
wrong people because “that 
would be an invitation to 
slaughter tiie prisoners like 
sheep.” 

Canada to probe charges 

Canadian Defence Minis- 
ter David CoUenette set a 
public inqniiy Thursday into 
allegations tfa^ Canadim sol- 
diers serving in the U.N. 
mission brutally tortured 
yonng Somahs. 

The armooncement came 
one day after a Canadian 
milrtary doctor who served in 
the U.N. mission in Mardi 
1993 told a new^per that 
senior officers had ordered 
the destruction of photo- 
grqriis showing soldiers tor- 
turing Somalis. 

Major Barry Armstrong 
said m an interriew to the 
Ottawa Snn that the orders 
were given as part of an 
attempt by the Canadian 
military to cover op wide- 
spread acts of torture and 
violeuoe in Somalia. 

Mr. CoUenette urged Maj. 
Armstrong and other mem- 
bers of the armed forces who 
mi^t have information in the 
case to “make that evidence 
known to the military 
poBce.” 

The defence minister said 
the inquiry psmel would be 
headeo by a dvifian but did 
not specif when it would 
be^ work. 

Offidals said tiie Defence 
hGnistiy would awdt the out- 
come of an appeal laondied 
two soldiers who were 
oondeted by a military tri- 
bunal before setting plans for 
the in^uiiy in motion. 

in his remarks to the Otta- 
wa Son, Maj. Armstrong 
stated categori/^y that offic- 
ers wanted to get rid of the 
photogrwhs taken at the vil- 
laae wle 



FLOODS IN GAZA: Palestbiian resMents try Gaza City as bad weather coatmued in the 
to savey tiwir can iD the overflooded streets of regioii nmrsday (AFP {riioto) 

Aid groups to stay in Somalia 

he saw the best hope for the 
foture of the country — 
where tens of thousands died 
in a famine in 1991 and 1992 
— in the emergence^ of a 
regional-based federatimi. 

Power in Mogadishu, the 
capital, is disputed between 
warlord Mohammad Farah 
Aideed and Ali Mahdi 
Mohammad. But Mr. lUing, 
the European Union's 
Kenya-based envoy to Soma- 
lia, said many Somalis were 
opposed to recreating a cen- 
tralised state. 


ilet Huen. 


GENEVA (R) —United Na- 
tions, ^enmental and in- 
depeudent aid organisations 
said on Thursday they were 
determined to maintain 
erations in conflict-tom 
SomaBa despite a withdrawal 
next March by the U.N. 
peacekeeping force UN- 
OSOM. 

But they declared they 
would rerist efforts by mili- 
tias to extract protection pay- 
ments and would insist that 
local Somali leaders ensure 
security for rehabilitation and 
medic^ projects and their 
international and national 
staff. 

Speaking on behalf of 
organisations working in 
SomaBa and corrently in con- 
ference in Geneva, Richard 
McCall of the United States 
USAID body told reponers: 
“We can't say if UNOSOM is 
leaving, we are leaving: we 
are not.” 

Pierce Gercty, of th e U.N . 
Children's Fund, (UOTCfcb), 
said his organisation intend^ 
“to continue our programmes 
and promote immunisation, 
health care, nutrition and 
baric education for SomaB 
^dldren and femiBes.” 

They spoke at a news con- 
ference during a session of 
the Somalia AID Coordina- 
tion Body (SACB) which 
Bnte donor countries, U.N. 
agencies and non- 
governmental organisation 
promoting reconstinction in 
the Afiican state. 

Over recent weeks, some 
groups with projects in Soma- 


Ha — which has had no gov- 
ernment since 1991 vriien dic- 
tator McAammad Siad Bane 
was overthrown — have ex- 
pressed fears of diaos and 
looting when UNOSOM is 
gone. 

But Mr. McCall, Mr. 
Gerety and representatives of 
other groupings in the 
Nairobi-based SACB indi- 
cated that local and regional 
communities were inoreasingr 
iy ready to prevent militias 
interfermg with aid opera- 
tions. 

And they suggested that 
new leaders were emergmg in 
the country's regioiis and 
sub-regjons who could help 
put together a new structure 
for tiie country's administra- 
tion and ensure aid was not 
diverted to fuel a war eco- 
nomy. 

SACB had agreed that loc- 
al SomaB aumorities must 
guarantee and provide secur- 
ity for aid operations, said 
Mr. McCall, who chaired the 
Geneva meeting. If they 
could not, it was being made 
dear that foreign agendes 
would not be abfe to work 
there. 

“We have agreed that it is 
time for the SomaBs to prx^ 
tect us if th^ want us in tiieir 
region,” said Marc GuiBaud 
of the charity Medidns Sans 
Frontieres (Doctors Without 
Borders) Belgium which runs 
ho^tals and medical centres 
in Amalia. 

In an interview this week, 
SACB S tanding (jommittM 
Chairman Sigurd Bling said 


Mr. McCall told '^urs- 
day's news conference it was 
“time to give the Somalis 
room to readi then own deci- 
sions and solutions. “No 
framework oontd be imposed 
from the outside throu^ set- 
ting deadlines for negotia- 
tions. 

*T think is a mistake to 
assume that in a certain time 
period you're going to get a 
certain result,” he dedared. 

When the U.N. 
peacekeeping effort was 
laundied m December 1SI92 
with the arrival of U.S. 
forces, the aim was to achieve 
the establishment of a new 
government within IS 
months. 

But that aim was frustrated 
by fierce dan fighting in 
Mogadishu and other dties. 
Some diplomats who follow 
SomaB a^rs say the U.N. is 
still placing too much, emph- 
asis on getting accord be- 
tween the fr^on leaders in 
the capital. 
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WASHINGTON (USIA) — 
Two State Depar^ent offi- 
dals gave an upbeat' assess- 
ment Wednesday of the 
ongoing Middle East peace 
process in the wake of Preri- 
dent Clinton's historic 
Mideast tour earlier this 
month and the results of the 
recent Casablanca economic 
summit which was attended 
by Secretary of State Warren 
Ciristopher. 

The two spoke on back- 
ground at Che Foreign Press 
Centre, requesting that they 
be identifi^ as “State De- 
partment officials.” Their 
briefing covered the Middle 
East peace process, the eco- 
nomic summit conference in 
Morocco eariier this month, 
and U.S. assistance to the 
Palestinian Authority, now in 
control of the self-rule areas 
in the West Bank and the 
Gaza Strip. 

At U.S. urging, one of the 
offidals reported, the donors 
who have pledg^ but have 
not fully paid foeir share of 
the S2.4 billion last ye» to 
help the fled^ng Palestinian 
Authority will be meeting in 
Brussels on Nov. 29 to con- 
sider the whole issue of start- 
up funds. 

“We spent some time in 
recent weeks working with 
the Palestinians to develop an 
agreed-upon budget which 
could be presented to the 
donors and which would 
identify a gap that the donors 


would then be prepared to 
fund,” be explainra. “We 
hope to have the donors come 
together and pledge new 
assistance in order to meet 
this gap on start-up costs,” be 
said. 

In reply to a question on 
the donors' reported concern 
over the Authority’s lack of 
“transparency and accounta- 
bUity,” he said the United 
States has worked bard with 
the World Bank and the 
Palestinians on setting up 
“mechanisms of transfer the 
assistance that we feel meet 
these standards of tran^ 
patency and acoountabiBty.” 

The hrteiing Wednesday came on 
the eve of the vi^t here of Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin, who will be meeting 
with President Qinton and 
Congressional lea^xs next 
week following the RepubB- 
can Party's sweep of this 
month's national elections, 
which resulted in their con- 
trol of the two U.S. legisla- 
tures for the first time In 
de<ades. 

The offidals pointed to 
“extremely encouraging 
strides” in the peace process 
and the multilateral tracks, 
which involve delegations 
from several Arab countries, 
Israel, Europe, Japan, Russia 
and the Unit^ States. 

They said there have been 
“very significant achieve- 
ments” both on the human 
and psychological levels in 


terms of breaking down bar- 
riers that have existed for 
decades between Israel and 
the Arab states. 

They noted that the 
Jordanian-lsraeli peace trea- 
ty — witnessed Ity President 
^nton dniing ceremonies in 
Watfi Arabi, Jordan — de- 
monstrated that “direct nego- 
tiations are the best route to 
peace.” In this respect, tluty 
added, the Uiuted States is 
“very pleased and proud” of 
its “catalytic” role in fedlitar- 
ing these negotiations. 

Secretary of State Christ- 
opher is slated to make 
another trip to tiie Middle 
East before the end of the 
year but the offidals did not 
provide a date or a venue for 
the trip. 

As to the economic summit 
in Morocco, the offidals ex- 
pressed satisfaction with the 
turnout at the three-day 
meeting — 61 countries were 
represented — and its Casab- 
lanca Dedaration. 

The basic message coining 
from Casablanca, one of the 
offidals said, was that the 
Middle East was now open 
for business since “the ]roii- 
ticed problems which have 
fnevented re^onaJ interac- 
tion are beginning to go 
away.” 

He added that 'in the com- 
ing months” a follow up 
meeting of experts will look 
into the conference’s agree- 
ment “to examine the id^ of 


a regional development 
bank." No date was 
announced. 

Additionally, a steering 
committee of key partid- 
pants will be meeting later 
this month to look into the 
summit agreement to set up a 
regional tourism board and a 
chamber of commerce or 
bushiess coundl “to help ce- 
ment the business ties that 
were developed in Casablan- 
ca.” 

U.S. assistance to the 
Palestinian Authority, one of 
tiie offidals reported, will 
total S500 miltion over five 
years. This year, he ex- 
plained, the Unit^ Sfetes 
obligated $25 million for 
start-up costs which have 
been paid directly to the 
World Bank's Holst Fund, 
named 4tfter the late Norwe- 
gian foreign minister who was 
instrumental in arran^ng the 
Israeli-Palestinian secret 
peace talks last year. 

A second portion of SSO 
million has been obligated to 
development projects, in- 
duding the construction of a 
housing project in Gaza, and 
rehabilitation of schools and 
dinics in refugee camps has 
been paid through the World 
Bank and U.S. private volun- 
tary organisations with “a 
long track record” in the 
West Bank and Gaza. 

The remdnder, mil- 
lion, was allocated for pro- 


jects mitiated by the Over- 
seas Private frivestment Cor- 
poration (OPIC). This U.S. 
government agency has sub- 
sequently been instnmiental 
in launching nine projects by 
private investors n^resenting 
a capital investment of $100 
milli on with the jMtentia! of 
generating 5,000 jobs in the 
^esti nian areas. 

Turning to the activities of 
the five multflateral working 
groups, the other offidsd 
point^ out that their sigi^- 
cance lay in tireir “tearing 
down sqme of the psycholo- 
gical and political barriers” 
between Arabs and Israelis; 
consequently predpitating 
“meetings in corners of 
rooms between people in the 
same field — hydrologists, 
environmentalists, sdentists, 
arms control experts.” 

At the Bahrain meeting 
last month of the multilateral 
environmental group, be re- 
ported, a noa-tnnding agree- 
ment was readied on “a code 
of conduct" for the Middle 
East, the first sudi code that 
has been agreed to anywhere 
in the region. 

This group is now working 
on contingenity arrangements 
deafing with oil spills, parti- 
cularly in the Gulf of Aqaba; 
deser^cation, and waste wa- 
ter treatment. 

Bahrain, he said, will be 
shortly holding a meeting to 
establish a regional environ- 


process 

mental centre there, and Jor- 
dan wants to* follow suit. 

The United States will also 
be leading a team to Cairo 
focusing on environmental 
health and pestiddes, be 
added. 

In the water resources 
group, the offidal reported 
that Oman has plans to create 
a regional d^aBnation re- 
search centre in Muscat and 
that Israel has also identified 
specific sites for an Israel-led 
project on rehabilitating 
munidpal water supply sys- 
tems. 

A regional water data 
bank, supported finandally 
by the United States and 
C^ada, has also been en- 
dorsed by this multilateral 
group at their Athens meet- 
ing last month. 

The arms control and re- 
gional security group, he con- 
tinued. will be working at its 
next plenary session in Tunis 
next month on “a major 
region-wide dedaration” on 
arms control and regional 
seoirity. 

“Significant progress has 
been made and it will be a 
positive statement,” the 
briefer said. 

Other issues to be taken up 
in Tunis indude the estabiisb- 
ment of a regional centre for 
confBcx prevention and re- 
^onal security, and coopera- 
tion on search and rescue at 


Israel, Palestinian 
fray over police march 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(R) — Israel and the^Palcs- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) on Thursday accused 
each other of not being com- 
mitted to peace in a row over 
Palestinian police who 
shouted their daim to dties 
deep inside the Jewish state 
in a military-style ceremony. 

Israel complained to the 
Palestinian self-rule authority 
over the inddent, the latest 
to fray nerves on both sides. 
Palestinian leaders oounter- 
chaiged Chat Israel was blow- 
ing the inddent out of all 
proportion. 

Tiie row blew up two days 
after PLO leader Yasser Ara- 
fat, in what ^>peared to be a 
slip of the tongue, puUidy 
rnerred to “the Israeli 
enemy” in a speech in Gaza 
commemorating Palestinian 
independence £iy. 

Film shot by Reuters at a 
poBce graduation ceremony 
m the other Falestinian-nile 
enclave of Jeridio on Tues^ 
day and broadcast on IsraeB 
Television the next day 
showed scores of police in 
military fritigues. 

Witnesses said they 
chanted the names of HaUk 
and Beit Sbean, dties inside 
Israel. 

Jibril Rajoub, head of Mr. 
Arafat’s secret poBce in tiie 
West Bank, said in an inter- 
view on IsraeB Television: “I 
think to make a stoiy of that 
is not good will on tiie part of 
the media in Israel. 

“People will sing. What is 
this? It’s all that tethersom- 
me that a man says Ashdod 
or doesn't say Haifa?” be 
added. 

For Israelis, the scene 
vividly evoked fears foe PLO 
was not really committed to 
accepting the existence of 
Ifrael, as agreed in last year’s 
peace treaty, but dreamed 
one day of recovering all of 
Palestine. 

Another cause of iiritation 
came on Thursday when 


Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin linked • Palestinian 
elections to the PtO carrying 
out its commitment ia alter 
parts of its charter calfina for 
the destruction of 

Palestinian leaders accused 
Israel of delaying electkns, 
the next major step in tiie 
peace agreement, out of an 
unwiUingness to implemoit a 
pledged trocm redeployment 
m tiie West l^k by the eve 
of balloting. 

Israel and the PLO recog- 
nised each other last year 
when they made peace, but 
for many <mi both sides tiie 
memory of decades of fight- 
ing remains powerful. Each 
keenly watches the other 
for signs of the old hostility. 

A spokesman said the 
IsraeB army formally com- 
plained to the Palestinian 
self-rule authority in G^ 
and Jericho about the police 
ceremony. 

At the parade ground, the 
crowd applauded Jawad 
Shabwan, a former activist 
in Mr. Arafat’s Fateh group, 
as he gave a martial arts 
demonstration. Israel said he 
is wanted for the Idlliitg of 
several Palestinians sus- 
pected of collaborating with 
it. 

Environment Minister 
Yossi Sand, an IsraeB peace 
negotiator, said the accord 
with the PLO stipulated 
Palestinians must submit the 
name of every policeman for 
vetting by Israel. 

“If we have objections, he 
cannot enlist. It is perfeedy 
dear ibai as long as there are 
violations and they are not 
rectified, it is impostible to 
continue,” Mr. Sarid told 
Israel Radio, referring to 
farther peace moves. 

Ahmad Tibi, an Arab- 
Israeli adviser to Mr. Arafrrt, 
said Israelis hostile to peace 
were exaggerating inddents 
to destroy confidence in tiie 
peace agreement. 
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Turkish vote scheduled for Dec. 4 postponed 

ANKARA (AFP) — Turkish electoral authorities have 
postponed partial legislative elections on Dec. 4 after the 
high court overturned a law denying the right to vote to 
residents of the southeast who have been forced to leave* 
their village because of the Kuedish rebellion..The head of 
the electoral council, Ohran Yavuz, said Hiur^ay the vote 
was postponed to allow parliament time to work out new 
legislation. The elections are' for 22 vacant parliamentary 
seats, IS of them in the southeast, where Kurdish separat- 
ists and Turkisb security forces are locked in a bitter bloody 
struggle. Ninety-tb^ deputies from different panies had 
asked the constitutional court to strike down the legisla- 
tion. The pro-Kurdish People's Democratic Party 
announced earlier this month that it would boycott the 
elections, fearing they would not be democratically orga- 
nised. 

Israelis to teach security in Argentina 

BUENOS AIRES (AP) — In the wake of two deadly 

bombing attacks in Buenos Aires. Israeli security experts 

will give classes on protection of potential targets, an IsraeB 

embassy official said Thursday. The private, Tel Aviv- 

based Professional School of Security has been authorised 

by the Israel defence Ministry to open a training school in 

Buenm Aires, a spokesperson for Israeli Military Attache 

Meir Zamir told the Associated Press. Neither the embasw 

nor the ministry wU be involved with the school, the 

spokesperson said in a phone interview. On July 17 a 

bomb destroyed the seven-storey building of Argentina’s 

Jewish comm^ity centre, killing 95 people. In March 

1992, Moffier tomb razed the Israeli embassy, killing 28. 

Investigations have proved inconclusive and no one has 

w although authorities have 

oiamea Middle £ast-bascd groups. 

Assad’s son appointed tank commander 

President Hafez 

J* ^ Thurettay appointed commander of a tank 
tatt^on in ^ Syrian the offidal news agency 
SANA reponed. Claptain Bashar Al Assad was promoted 

S Syria attended by 

Sf A^^^^ minister. Bashw 

Ai As^ 28. was pushed into the limelight followinc the 

^th of his elder brother Bassel, who being groomed 

for the succession, in an automobile accident last January 

shortly after his brother's death Bashv 
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ISM Reportage 
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19:10 News in French 
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637440i 

Dc la SaDc Cbarcfa Td. 661757 
Temsanefa Chartta Td: 62366 
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623541. 
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628543. 
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A rm en ian OrUiodoK CMrch Td. 

775261. 

St Eptandm Chnrch Td. 771751. 
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652526. 
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Td. 684195 
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Tel. 812295 


BuiCfetya supplied by the De^parr- 
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Tcnmciaturcs will rise slighUy 
with clouds appeamg at difFcreni 
aititudcs. and winds bcocaniog 
southwesterly Egbt to moderate. In 
Aiqsba, winds wiD be nortberiy 
moderate and seas cafan. 

MtnTMax. temp. 

Amman 6/20 

Aqaba 10/28 

O^erts ... .... 27 

Jordan VaOey 10/27 

Yesterday's high te mp er a t ur es: 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


Amman 18. Aqaba 25 Humidicy 
readiiigs: Amman 41 per cent. 
Aqaba 35 per one. 


NIGHTDUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Mukhics Mazabmh 820425 

Dr. KbablJbali 740740 

Dr, RamziMzawi 794788 

Dr. KhaHI Tasiuq 6IS7I5 

Finup/njTBBCy 66I9 I2 

Ferdows pharmacy 778336 

AlAscmapbarnu^ 6J7055 

Nairoukh f^iaimacy 823672 

AlSalam pharmacy 636730 

Yaooub fmarmacy 644945 

SiUDCisani f^iarmacy 6J7660 

M/i6pftanna<y ............... 847632 

atBUh 

Dr. FayezAIOadi 248743 

AlqadfAarmaq^ (—} 

ZARQAz 

Pr.K^^amHyasat 9S2440 

Kh^fcb fAarmaCy 9854/7 


Food CoiUrol Centra 657/11 

Gvil Dc/cdoc Department 66/1/1 
C7W/ Ddbfxp immediate 

Rescue 630341 

CMI Deface Emergency 199 

Rescue Fd/ec 192, 62! I II, 637777 

Fire Brigade 6/7/0/ 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Poliee 8434Q2 

'DamcPolkc 896^ 

PMIeSeeurAy Dqtaitmcm 63Q32I 

Hoici Compiaints 605800 

Price Complaints 66/IW 

Water ana 5cwcra^ 

Complaints 897467 

Amman Munidpalhy 

Complaints 787111 

Tekmhonc information 

(mrcacyassbtancc) 121 

OveTscasCaJIs 010230 

Central Amman Tekph^ 

Rf^yahs 625/0/ 

AMaliTclef^toste Repairs 661/01 

Jordan Tclcmioa 773IU 

RndhJordan 7W/i/ 

Water Authority BSOiOO 

Jordan EhetrkityAutbe^y 

8/56/5 

Ehctrie Power 
Company 


RJ Information .... 08-53200 
OuecoA/fa/jitf, Airpon 08-53200 


AMMAN: 

Hussein ModkaJ Centre 813813/32 
Khafidi Maicrnity. J. Anui 

644281/6 

Akilcfa Maicmicy. J. Amu. 

642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity .... 642362 

Malfaas. J. Amman 636140 

Pdcatxnc. Shmdsad 664171/4 

Shmeisani Hospital 669131 

Universe Hospital 845845 

Al-Muasfacr H^ta! 6672Z7/9 

Tlie Istamic, Abdali 666127/37 

AJ-Ahii. Abdali 664164/6 

Italian. AJ-Muhajrccn ... 777101/3 
Ai-Ba^ir.J. Ashraficfa 775111/26 

Army. Marka 89161 1/1S 

Oucen Aha .... 60CZ4Q/3O 

Amal Hospital 674155 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital (09)983323 
Zaitfa Naiiona] Hospital 

IboSiiiaHo^taJ 

Al Hikm Moten 109)990990 

atBOh 

PHoDcssBasauHcBpital ....,,(02)273555 


Greek CdboGcHomfia] (02)272275 

(02)247100 

PrinenHaya Hospital (03)314111 


queen ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

77us infonnadon is sup/died 
Royal Jordanian (lU) iamrmatioa 
departtnenr ai the Oitcca AUa 
temadea^ Airport Tcf. (08153200- 
5. wbere it should always be ycri- 
6cd. 

ARRIVALS 

R oy*l Jordanian (RJ) 
Fligfits 

(Terminal 1) 

05:45 Jakarta, Singapore (RJ^ 

86:15 Aqaba (RjI 

89:25 Dhabnn 

8MQ New Delhi (Rjj 

M:55 Karadii. Dubai 

1W5 Bdnit (Rj‘ 

JKZS CokNnbo(K/1 

t3s3e New York, AmitcntanitRJ’ 

Londoa 

16:56 Curo 


*7:55 Fmkfuit. Vicniu fRJ) 

Other Flights (Terminal 2) 

B ■, (<^ 

Dubai (EK> 

Sanaa (IY; 

— -;-...^Beinii(\!B 

Paris. Oamaseils (i 



Cairo (MS) 

DEPARTURES 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) 
nights 
(Terminal 1) 

BcinitfRJi 

Il:» AmstenJam. New Yorii <Rj) 

11:39 a....... Geneva. Bnissds 

P»m. BnoscbJSj 

Bahi^a, Doha (RJ' 

^ DamaS® 

2li2S ...... Abu Dhabi. Dubai i Rj' 

(Rjj 

Olhar Flights (TomiliMl Z) 

.V™* (ME) 

2S=:— 

»ai 


5^2 Amsicrdam (KLJ 

muaz kaiuvav *nuaN 

^^j ^*™** — 8:00a.ni, evcfy 

^ namsu m 7:Ma.iB. evciy Sunday 
viffT.AiHn..,. 5:00 p.m. every SiBKiay 


Uppcr/loiwcr price in J7fa per 

Banana Sn 

{Miikamniar) 620 



3«v aoo 

gS™^(>a'Sc) 150/80 

200 

300 / 2» 

160/80 

630/430 

gcgw(sw«st) 320/200 

330/ 300 


ach 


3201200 
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House 
condemns 
partitioning of 

Ibrahimi 
Mosque 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The Low- 
er House of Parliament 
issued a statement conde- 
mning I^el's pardn'oning of 
A1 Ibiahimi Mosque, in the 
occumed diy of Hebron on 
the west Bank, as a flagrant 
aggression on the rights of 
Arabs and Muslims. 

The statement, issued 
Thursday, said that the 
Israeli move contradicted the 
provisions of the peace pro- 
cess wiiidi is supposeo to 
bring about stability and 
security and restore legiti- 
mate rights to their lawful 
owners. 

The Israelis reopened the 
mosque of Nov! 7, nine 
months after a Jewish settler 
machinegunned more than 30 
Mnslims as they knelt in 
prayer. 

ITie Israeli authorities have 
assigned separate secdons for 
Jews and Muslims, and tight- 
ened securi^ around and in- 
side the shnne. 

The Pariiament statement 
said that the Jews have no 
right at all to pray in the 
mosque and their presence 
there is a major obstacle in 
the pa^ of restoring peace 
and sedirity. 

The partitioning of the 
mosqne, one of the holiest 
places for Muslims, has 
angered all Muslims aiio nev- 
er faced any problem in ex- 
ercising their ^11 rights at the 
mosque even under the Brit- 
ish Mandate, said the state- 
ment. 

It said that the encroach- 
ment on A1 Ibrahimi Mosque 
was a sacrilege brought to the 
Islamic holy places and en- 
couraged the Jewish settlers 
around Hebron to sezie Arab 
homes and other property in 
the city and force the 
population to leave. 

The statement considered 
the partitioning of the mos- 
que as a reward by the gov- 
ernment of Israel to the Jew- 
ish settlers for tbmr crime 
against the Muslim worship- 
pers and could serve as a 
precedent for Jewish seizures 
of other holy sites in Pales- 
tine.- 

The statement called on 
the Arab stattt'-and Muslim"*^' 



BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION; Their Ma- 
jesties King Hnss^ aiid Queen Now 
nmrsday attended a concert by the Col- 
ogne Choral troupe, held at the Royal 
Cnltaral Coitre to mar k the King’s Ini^ 
day. Also attending the concert, which 
was wganised by the Ministry of Culture, 
were prime ministn' Abdul Salam Ai 
Mi^'ali, Rbyai Cbnrt Chief Sharif Zeid 


Ben Shako:, the King’s military Secretary 
Prince Talal Ben Mohammad and Prin- 
cess Gliida, the King’s Cuttural Advisor 
Prince Ghs^ Ben Mohammad and senior 
government <^dals. Minister of Cnltore 
Jnmaa’ HammaH presented King Hasson 
a symbolic ^ a^ the troupe director 
IMpesented the King with a medal on the 
occaskm. 


JEA, JICA train Palestinian engineers 


AMMAN (J.T.) — In recog- 
nition of the importance of 
granting technic^ assistance 
to the Palestinian people, 
Jordan Electricity Authority 
(J^), with support from 
Japan International Coopera- 
tion Agency (JICA), has 
started a training course for 
Palestinian engineers in the 
field of electric power. 

The course, the first of its 
kind in Jordan, was especially 
desimed by JEA and JICA 
for ^ Palest] uan engjneeis. 
T^ training aims at provid- 
ing the 20 participants with 
essential knowledge and 
techniques regarding con- 


struction and maintenance of 
the distribution networks of 
the electric power, which will 
be the basic infrastructure in 
tiie autonomous region. 

The lectures and practical 
work will be given and super- 
vised by the JEA officials. 
The course will last until 
March 1995, and accom- 
modation will be provided to 
all the engineers. The 
Japanese government, 
through JICA. bears the cost 
of S160,(XX) for this program- 
me. 

The realisation of this 
assistance from Japan steins 
from Japan's firm support for 


the development in this re- 
gion, espedally in the new 
era of peace, the Ja^ianese 
embassy said in a statement. 
Japan has so far offered a 
number of technical coopera- 
tion programmes to Jordan, 
amounting to over $70 mil- 
lion. For 1993 alone, technic- 
al cooperation projects from 
Japan to Jordan readied ab- 
out $8 million. 

The opening ceremony was 
held at the JEA hea^uarters 
on Nov. 17 and was attended 
by Talal Ureiqat, minister of 
energy and mineral resources 
and Yuji Ikeda, ambassador 
of Japan. 


First tomato consigiunent 

to leave for Israel this week 


By P.V. Vivekanand 
Jordan Tones Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The first con- 
signment of Jordanian 
tomatoes will head for 
Israel Sunday or Monday 
after an agreement has 
been reached on a $2 per 
kilogramme price, the 
of the Jordan A^cultural 
Marketing Corporation 
(JAMCO), Salem Al lawzi, 
said Friday. 

Mr. Lawzi, said JAMCO, 
a government ageuOT, was 
not formally Involved in the 
negotiations between tiie 
exportezs and importer but 
he was told ‘^moffidaliy” 
that an agreement was 
readied on the price. 

“I expect the first con- 
signment to leave Jordan on 
Sunday or Monday,” Mr. 
Lawzi told the Jordan 
Hmes, adding that he did 
not have further details. 

It srill be the first Jorda- 
nian exports to Israel. The 
two countries signed a 
peace trea^ on Oct. 26 and 
the treaty was fully formal- 
ised and ratified on Nov. 
10, dealing the way for 
diplomatic relations and 
economic cooperation in- 
dnding trade ties. 

Israel turned to Jordan 
for its needs of tomatoes 
this month after impoang a 
ban on produce from its tiatfi- 
tional sources in the Gaza 
Strip, dting a dmlera out- 
break there. The ban led to 
serious Ullages of toma- 
toes in Israel since the 


Israeli production had also 
faUen following a drop in 
prices several montlis ago. 

JAMCO, wtxfie role is 
limited to issniog peimis- 
sions for piodnce czpoite 
and ensuring that the quali- 
ty and specifications of the 
exported products are com- 
patible with tiiosc sou^t by 
the importer, has issued 
pennisaoas for 800 fonnes 
of tomato exp<^ to Israel. 

But no shipment has 
been made berause of dis- 
agreements over prices. 

The Israelis are seeking 
three distind (Qualities of 
tomatoes; medium, lar^ 
and extra large — more m 
line with European stan- 
dards — and in new car- 
tons, as opposed to the tra- 
ditional polys^rene and old 
wood boxes by Jordanian 
exporters. 

“These demands will de- 
finitely increase tiie price” 
to hidier tiian the prices 
that Jordanian exporters 
offer to their tegular mar- 
kets in the Gmf states 
whoe the qrodfications are 
not so ri^d, said Bashir 
Badawi, a produce exporter 
from ttte Jordan VaDey. 

Mr. Badawi echoed Mr. 
Last’s comments that the 
specifications that Israelis 
Imve set wonld definitely 
push prices higher. *T think 
the actnal cost price could 
go iq> to $2; so ^lat is tiie 
point in tt^g to sell to the 
Israelis while we are 
assmed of our cost plus 
profit in the Gulf markets?” 


asked Mb'. Badawi, who is 
shooting for a more than S2 
a kilo price from braelis for 
his tomatoes. 

If an agreement is 
reached with Israelis, 
Badawi said, he will be in a 
positiOD to s^ 60 tonnes a 
week to Israel across the 
“Jordan Kva- brid^” 
cros^g in tlie noifii, vdiKfa 
was opened on Nov. 10- 
The crossing at the old 
Sheikh Hussein Bric^ wDi 
be the main access for cargo 
movement between the two 
countries. 

Mr. Badasri said his firm 
could also offer auberghies, 
green peppers and other 
vegetaUes to Israel, but he 
had not received any in- 
quiries. 

In general, market 
analysts believe that the 
specifications set by the 
Israeli importers could help 
Jordanian exporters diver- 
sify tiieir e a qxgts if only 
because they would be 
more attuned to the stan- 
dards sou^t by European 
huporteis. 

Mr. Lawzi said Jordan 
exports about 350 tonnes of 
tomatoesto be Gulfmar^ 
kets every day at an average 
price of about $1.5 a kilc^ 
ramme. 

Tte Sngdom could send 
about 150 tonnes a day to 
Israel if agreeutent were 
reached on m price, Abdul 
•Rahman Abu Snenefa, a 
senior JAMCO official, 
said Wednesday. 

Tcmiaro production in the 


sammer peak season ex- 
ceeds 4,000 tonnes per 
drop|h% to aroond 1,000 
tonnes in winter season. 

Thw. piplaint fhc lOW pFICeS 

in summer and the high 
prices in winter. 

However, haphazard ex- 
ports without proper quali- 
ty controls now — when the 
market has largely medium 
and low-qnality tomatoes 
— could set back hopes for 
large Israeli import orders 
in the summer. 

The shtHtage of tomatoes 
has shot ua prices in Israel 
to iroarfy $3 per kilogram- 
me and prompted a C^np 
poll on the market trend. 

The poll, whose results 
were publisbed by the Jem-. 
Salem Post, foui^ that 19 
per cent of the public had 
stopped buying tomatoes 
beranse of tire lu;^ price 
and another 25 per cent had 
significantly cut their con- 
sumption. 

(July 25 per cent of the 
350 Is^lu polled said they 
were contmaing to buy 
tmnatoes as usn^ 

Israel radio r«X)rted that 
90 per cent of tiie over 
2,000 people reqronding to 
a call-in surv^ said foey 
would be will^ to abstain 
from cons umi ng tomatoes 
until the price drops. 

Israeli rinance \finister 
Avraham Shohat has 
appealed to Israelis to fight 
mflation and Stop bu]f^ 
tomatoes to stem the in- 
crease in price. 



bn: 


■ According to a witness, 
;iwho also guards the news- 
___ : paper' and : was present at 

nati^'to''end their time-polia-qui^oned 


part 


ences and join hands in foil- 
ing attempts on their holy 
places. 

It urged Arab and Muslim 
leaders to exeidse all forms 
of pressure on the Israeli 
government to resdnd its me- 
•/nires for the Ibrahimi Mos- 
que. 

Jordan takes 
in London 
exhibition 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Dr, 
Mohammad Adwan, Minis!' 
ter of tourism and antiquities, 
visited the Jordanian stand at 
the World Travel Market ex- 
hibition which was held in 
London between Nov. 14-17. 

The WTM exhibition is 
considered one of the most 
important tourism exhibi- 
tions in Europe where over 
5.500 organisations from 160 
countries participate. The 
WTM is visited by 1,800 
media representatives and 
45,000 tourism and travel 
specialists. 

Jordan’s participation 
which started in 1980. aims at 
introducing and promoting 
the Kingdom's touristic 
attractions. The Jordanian 
stand has been organised by 
the Ministry of Tourism and 
4^tiquicies in cooperation 
Mth me Royal Jordanian ari- 
line and a number of repre- 
sentatives from the tourism 
private sector in Jordan. 

The Jordanian stand was 
visited by a very large num- 
ber of praple. 

Dr. Adwan visited a num- 
ber of Arab countries' stands 
as well as the Israeli stand. 
The Royal Jordanian folklore 
troupe has contributed to 
attracting visitors to the 
Jordanian stand. 


Police searching for Shihan attackers 


By Rana Hossdni 
Spedal to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Gty police are 
searching for assailants who 
reportedly attacked the Shi- 
han newspaper building 
early Tliursday morning 
and threw a brick at a 2^ 
year-old man who was 
guarding the newspaper 
premises, police sources 
said. 


tniders.” 

He said that two intrud- 
ers climbed the roof of the 
building. One of them 
threw the brick, while few 
more standing at the entr- 
ance of the newspaper. 

“After be was bit with 
the brick, Mansour (the 
g^rd) managed to reach 
his gun and fired several 
shots in the air to scare the 
perpetrators off; upon hear- 


Meanwhile. a reporter 
who works for the Shihan 
newspaper said the guard 
had told police that he rec- 
ognised one of the attackers 
involved in the incident. 

According to the repor- 
ter, who preferred not to be 
identified, the guard told 
police that he had recog- 
nised one of the intruders 
because he (the attacker) 
had come a day before 


tng the gun shott theyjfled... iookirig,foz.a reporter and - 

aI _ _ t1 • TJ • -t: _ • vT _ J1L-. _ _ ^ 


wimesses and' investi^ted 
the scene, that police disco- 
vered four Molotov cock- 
tails hidden in different 
areas of the two-storey 
building. None of the 
bombs went off, he added. 

He told the Jordan Times 
Thuisday evening that his 
colleague Mansour 
h^’aytah, who was working 
at the time of the attack, 
was hit in the back of his- 
bead by a brick “apparently 
thrown by one of the in- 


the scene.”' said the' 50:!- 
•year-oTd man. - 

According to a reporter 
who works for I'fi’ff' 
Hawadeth Assa’a (a crime 
tabloid), which shares the 
same building until Shihan, 
claimed that the guard 
actually hit one of the per- 
petrators v/ben be used his 
gun. 

Police sources contacted 
by the Jordan Times Thurs- 
day evening would not con- 
firm the claim and refused 
to comment or release 
further details on the inci- 
dent. 




the mang^g edftqr .of the 
newspaper, sarand waited 
for tbj^m, but lefr because 
both men were busy.” 

Mr. Ma'aytah was not 
available over the weekend 
for comment. 

Police officials were un- 
available Friday evening for 
comment on the incident. 

Man found dead in hotel 
room 

In a separate incident, 
police are investigating the 
mysterious death of a 32- 
year-old man who was 


found dead Thursday in a 
hotel room in the down 
town of Amman, according 
to a police report. 

According to the report, 
the owner of the hotel told 
police that he had become 
worried about one of his 
clients as he did not leave 
room for i two consecutive 
days. 

He said he went with one 
of his employees to check 
on'the man. When* the man 
did' not answer, the. knock 
on the door, the report 
said, the hotel owner 
knocked the door down and 
found the man slumped 
over the table. 

The forensic exam esti- 
mated the death had occur- 
red 36 hours before. The 
body was transferred to Al 
Bashir Hospital for auto- 
psy. 

The report did not men- 
tion the name of the victim 
or the hotel, but said that 
police are investigating the 
incident. 



-fr Film (in German with subtities in FjiglMi) entitied 
**MnndihaiiseD” at (xoethe-lnstitnt at 7:30 pjn. 


'A' Poetry recital by ZtUuir Abu Siayeb at the nioeaix 
Gallery for Cnfrnre and Art at 6dX> p.m. 


Lecture in AraUc entitle ‘“'What Happened to the 
Soviet Unioa and Why?** by Dr. Kanud Mnzhir Ahmad 
at Abdnl Hameed Sboman Foundation at 6:00 p.m. 

EXHIBITIONS 

'fr Ceramics eihibitttu by Mahir Samarrai at Alia Art 
Gallery. 

fr Ceramics by Nufwa Annab at the Orfiii Art 

Gallery. 

fr Ceramics exhiUtion by Sa’id Al ’Ani at the Phoenix 
Gidkry for Cnttore Art. Also showing a patwttwga 
exhibitioo by Bnsni Abu Karim. 

Exfaibitimi on human international law entkkd '*Draw- 
ings from Arab Calfigraphy** at the- Rqyal Cnltaral 
Cratre. Also showing an exhUntiou of wooden products 
by Atallah Zabaneh. 

'fr First Exhibition of Jntianian Engineeriag and Electric 
Prodnets at the Amman Internaliooal Exhibition haD, 
Maij Al Hamam. 

'A' Exhibitioo of paintings by DanM Argtanou at tiie 
IhstitDfo Carantes (the Sinnidi Cultaral Centre). 



GUVS president awarded 

AMMAN (J.T.) — President of the Genera] Union of 
Voluntary Societies (GUVS) AbduUah Al Khatib has been 
named the “Outstanding volunteer fimd-raiser of the year” 
in appreciation of his distinguidied community services, 
accorwg to a press release by GUVS. Dr. Khatib, the first 
fig^ from any developing country to receive this award, 
vfriefa is grantra every other year to only one individuai, 
was presented the awmd in recognition of his distinguished 
fund raising efforts, especially in the establishment of Al 
Amal Chancer Centre. Tbe aw^ was granted to Dr. Khatib 
by United Way International (UWI), a non-profit organisa- 
tion which was incorporated in 1^4 by United Way of 
America, an organiration established in 1887 to raise funds 
to help finance national and community service projects 
and centres in the United States. The designation of Dr. 
Khatib as the outstanding volunteer fund-raiser of 19M was 
made by a judges’ board during the oi^ganisation’s biennial 
conference, held in Budapest in 1994, m the presence of 52 
international delegations. Out of the 260 foreign United 
Ways in 33 countries GUVS is the only Arab voluntary 
organisation affiliated with UWI. 

TCC sets up emergency unit 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Telecommunications Corpora- 
tion has established an emergency unit to deal with any 
major disruption, or damage that might be caused to the 
corporation’s instaliations, and equipment, includnig teie- 
ptaone lines, according lo the corporation's acting Director 
General Waleed Dweik. Mr. Droik said the corporation 
has set aside two telephone lines to receive eroergentw calls 
from the public. Hie two telephone numbeis are 4ulS3 
and 6451M. Mr. Dweik said these lines are set aride for 
major disruptions to the telephone lines. 


COHCgATUIAWHS AND WELCOME 

Mr. and Mrs. Jack Sabelia welcome: 

Pnrfiessor Yildyiisu Seztd 

Vice president, Nihon Universily, Dean, Nihon University, 
School of Medidne 

Professor Kensoke Harada 
Professor and Chairman, Department of Paediatrics 

Professor Hideo Mugiditana 

Assistant professor and director, Department of paediat- 
rics, paediatric hematology/onoology. 
and wish them a happy stay in Jordan. Mr. and Mrs. 
Sabeila also congratulate the visiting professors on signing 
a cooperation agreement between Nihon University, 
School of Medidne, and the University of Jordan. They 
also thank Mr. Y. Nakagawa, Tokyo Manager of Singer 
Wkko Co. Ltd, Japan, for his extraordinary efforts to 
ensure the project’s success. Thanks are also due to Mr. 
Husam Ba^bazatfrom the Jordanian Embassy in Tokyo for 
his valuable support of the project. 


AL DHAFRA PRIVATE SCHOOL 
RUWAIS, UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 

IMMEDIATE VACANCIES 

■ 

1. MATHS AND SCIENCE TEACHER English) 

2. MATHS AND COMPUTER TEACHER (Eng|^) 

Applications with C.V. to: 

The Director, Al Dhafra Private School 

Fax:00971 81 74064 

P.O.BOX No. 1176^ Ruwais, Abu Dhabi, UAE! 


JPA proposes new law to keep 
pace with current development 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Jor- 
dan Press Assodation (JPA( 
President Suleiman C^dah 
said in a statement Friday 
that the time has come for the 
government to introduce a 
modern law to organise and 
promote ^be work of Jorda- 
nian journalists. 

“The present JPA law ^ 
^leeiMn existenee 



^ut many devefepmdSt^-hav^*' 
~dcciEfi^ at tbeproliScal'mia 


capaUe ^catering to the 
d^lopments and^enabl- 


otfaer levels, justifying the 
enactment of a new le^sla- 
tion 
new 

hm the JPA to act more 
emotively,” said Mr. Qndah. 

Mr. (3udafa was speaking 
before the start of a debate 
on a JPA draft law by the 
Legal Committee of the Low- 


er House of Parliament, to 
start on Sunday. 

He said the time has come 
for tiie government and Par- 
liament to reconsider the ex- 
isting JPA law, espedally as 
the country is now living 
under a democracy requiring 
more flexible nite and be- 
cause the old law has nomer- 
eqs loopholes and-g^ps.. 

^ FwtBeBDore. Ttiew - laws 
fi£e and l^frlicatioh 

Law and die Pofitical Parties 
Law which are now in force 
have dixect impact on the 
JPA, noted Mr. Qndah. 

Noting that the JPA has 
[uepaaned a number of prop- 
osals to be indnded in tiie 
draft law, Mr. Qndah said 
these prin^Iy concern JPA 
membmbip i^ts as a first 


priority. A group of people 
have been practising journal- 
ism for a long time but since 


tiu^ lack the minimum eli^ 
requiranents under me 
old law mey cannot apply for 


bilify ri 


JPA membership, Mr. 
Qudah exfdained. 

He said another proposal 
concerns ^ settlement of 
issues rela^ to^iolittcal pi- 
ties newspa^ and a mird 
'concerns JPA ri^ts to hand- 
le issues pertammg to jour- 
nalists arid the institutions 
employing them. 

He said the JPA hopes that 
the new draft law would grant 
tiie journalists more freedom 
of eaqpresaon under democra- 
cy and help promote their 
profession. 
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BIDDING FAREWELL- Hiar Royal Higb- 
nesses Prince Abdullah Dm Al Hossem 
and Princess Rama Al AbdnDah Hmrs- 
day bid forewdl to His Royal 

Crown Prince Bfessan upon his departure 
for LondoD at the be ginning oi a three- 
nation tour which wiD take him to Bri- 
ghnD, Austria and Britain, the first leg of 
his tour. The Crown Prince is aocompa- 


med on his two- week tour by Her Royal 
Higfane« PrinCCm Sarvath Al HaBesm. 
Bidding them foieweU were also Prime 
Minister Abdni Salam Al Royal 

Court Chief Sharif Zrid Bern Shal^, 
^pdeaers the Um|)er and Lowv Himses 
of ParHamait, the King’s adrisms and 
srokHT dvfl and mifitary officials. 


MANY CHILDREN NEED MANY FRIENDS 



Name. 


Address 


Tel. 



SHUKRAN 

To afl our Friends aH over Jordan for 8ieir 
understanding and help to those abandc^ and 
orphaned children. The more friends and the more 
sponsors we have, the sooner it wiU be possible 
for the SOS Children's Vills^es in Jordan to make 
a modest contribution towards the sodai progress 
in our beloved country Jordan. 

1 am ready to help by : 

□ Sponsoring a Child / Children for JO eCfyear 

□ Sponsoring a Youth for JD 150/year 

n Sponsoring a Family House for JD 500 / year 

D Sponsoring conWbutions as a Friend of the 
SOS for JD 

1 bBTBby MGlose b chBquB id s 

CtUidrm's Village Association Of Jordan 
■ PX>£ox 926405 
AMIAN- JORDAN 
TeL 665724 
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Ireland plunged into political void 


DUBLIN (AFP) — Ireland 
was plunged into political 
iimbo Friday as Albert 
Reynolds, who abruptly res- 
igned as prime minister 
Thursday, clung to the lead- 
er^p of his Fianna Fail Par- 
tv; muddling the race to suc- 
ce^on. 

'Mr. Reynolds, forced out 
in a bitter row with Labour 
partners in his two-year-old 
coalition, had been eiqpected 
to 'Step down as party leader 
shortly after handing his res- 
ignation to President Mary 
Kdbinson. 

But at a meeting of Fianna 
Fairs parliamentary team 
late Thursday, he huled to do 
so. and, although he prom- 
ised to resign, will still be at 
the helm when the party 
mdets Saturday to choose a 
new leader. 

The parliamentary team 
mating adjourned with the 
ns^ws, hours after Mr. 
Reynolds' resignation, that 
Hi^ Court President Harry 


Whelehan had also quit. 

It was Mr. Reynolds' con- 
troversial appointment of 
Judge Whelehan a week ear- 
lier that sparked the conflict 
that brought down the gov- 
emmenL 

Observers said Mr. 
Reynolds, in stalling his res- 
ignation as party leader, 
might have b^n making a 
late bid to sway the succes- 
sion, shaping up as a race 
between Justice Minister 
Maire Geogbegan-Quinn and 
Hnance Minister Bertie Ah- 
em. 

Mr. Ahem, 43, jrapular 
former mayor of Dublin, was 
considered the front-runner, 
his Dublin power base seen 
by observers as a potential 
asset that could help Fianna 
Fail recapture lost electoral 
ground in the capital. 

Ms. Geoghegan-Quinn's 
main disadvantage was seen 
as her perceived proximity to 
Mr. Reynolds and to the row 
that forced him ouL 


She was Judge Wbeleban’s 
boss when, as attorney gener- 
al, he dragged his feet for 
seven mont£ in extraditing a 
Catholic priest charged with, 
and sub^uendy convicted 
of, sexually molesting diil- 
dren in Northern Ire^d. 

It was that long delay — 
rumoured to have been i^u- 
enced by the church — that 
enraged Labour, whose six 
ministers — led by Foreign 
Minister Dick Spring — 
walked out of the coalition 
and set the stage for Mr. 
Reynolds' resignation. 

This week, as the power 
struggle peaked and Mr. 
Reynolds' position grew in- 
creasingly untenable, Ms. 
Geogbegan-Quinn offered to 
resign, but Mr. Reynolds de- 
clined. 

Mr. Spring meanwhile 
emerged as a key player in 
the fall of Mr. Reynolds' 
government. Participation of 
his party was seen as an 
indispensible element in any 


succeeding coalition. 

Any successor to Mr. 
Reynolds as head of Fianna 
Fail was expected to try to 
patch up relations with 
Labour in a bid to restore the' 
coalition goveramenL 

But Latour have already 
had initial talks with John 
Bruton, leader of the Fine 
Gael opposition parly, about 
the formation of a new 
alliance. 

Should neither of those 
possibilities woric out, gener- 
al elections would have to be 
held, possibly before Christ- 
mas. 

Mr. Reynolds, in annonnc- 
ing his resignation, pointedly, 
said be would not ask Mrs. 
Robinson to dissolve parlia- 
ment, an option that would 
have made elections witinn 
three weeks a certainty. 

The course be took left the 
preadent witii the preroga- 
tive of asking the former 
partners to try to form 
another coalition. 


Finnish MPs ratify EU membership 


HELSINKI (AFP) — Fin- 
land's parliament Friday rati- 
fied the country's adhesion to 
the European Union (EU). 

After a marathon debate, 
pmliament voted 152-45 in 
favour of membership, easily 
passing the two-thirds major- 
needed for the ratifica- 
tion. 

Dne MF abstained and one 
wds absent. The speaker does 
not vote. 

Finns voted 56.9 to 43.1 
per cent in the advisory re- 
ferendum Sept. IS in favour 
of the count’s joining the 
EU. 

The debate ig parliament’s 
plenary session lasted some 
150 hours in all. It began on 
Nov. 2 after a lengthy debate 
in ±e Foreign Policy Com- 
mittee. 

According to the original 


timetable, the ratification 
was due to take place well 
before Sweden’s referendum 
on Nov. 13. 

But filibustering MP's who 
opposed Finnish membership 
managed to delay the ratifica- 
tion, and the third reading of 
the bill continued Monday, 
the day after the Swedes also 
had voted for the mem- 
bership. 

The o{^nents, led by foi^ 
mer foreign minister and for- 
mer leader of the Cfentre 
Party Paavo Vaeyrynen, had 
hoped they could swing 
the parliament against the 
EU if Sweden voted “no." 

Vesa Laukkanen, an inde- 
pendent elected as a Christ- 
ian Party candidate and who 
made marathon speedies of 
up to six-and-a-batf hours, 
abstained. 


On Thursday evening be 
tendered his leagnation and 
said he wished to resign from 
parb'amentary functions. 

A poll on whether Fin- 
land's autonomous Swedish- 
speaking province of Aaland 
should join the EU will be 
held Sunday. The ballot is 
advIsGoy, and the final deci- 
sion whether to join will be 
taken by the provixxnal dieL 
The result of the islands, 
which lay between Finland 
and nei^bouring Sweden, is 
expected to be a dear “yes” 
after Sweden’s referendum. 

Finland is dne to join the 
£U on Jan. 1, with Austria, 
Sweden and Norway. 

Norwegians bold their re- 
ferendum on Nov. 28. The 
latest public opinion polls in- 
dicate that they will vote 
no. 


N. Korea 

gives 

speedy 

approval 

forlAE/^ 

team visit 

SEOUL (AFP) — North 
Korea Thursday gave speedy 
if qualified approyal for a 
U.N. watchdog team to 
monitor the freeze of its sus- 
pect nuclear reactors, as both 
sides got down to putting last 
month's pledges in Geneva 
into action. 

As the approval was chan- 
neled through North Korean 
diplomats to the Internation- 
al Atomic Energy Agen^ 
(IAEA) headquarters in 
Vienna, a U.S. team was in 
Pyongyang discussing the 
neutralising of 8,000 spent 
^1 rods containing enough 
weapons-grade plutonium to 
make four or five bombs. 

And in Washington. U.S. 
Japanese and South Korean 
offidals were hammering out 
how to put together an inter- 
.national consortium to re- 
place the North's reactors with 
safe new ones. 

Analysts here were cau- 
tious on predicting smooth 
sailing during the intial flurry 
of moves to implement the 
Oct. 21 Geneva firamework 
agreement designed to halt 
lae Stalinist North's nuclear 
programme in its tracks. 

But they said the quick 
start augured well as a baffle, 
at least for now, to possible 
Republican opposition to the 
accord, which has been wide- 
ly criticised as involving a 
dangerously long time-span 
and lacking in fail-safe 
mechanisms. 

Under the Geneva 
framework it will be at least 
five years before North 
Korea' allows outside inspec- 
tion of two suspect sites it 
describes as purely military 
but believed 1^ U.S. experts 
to be uranium repoc^ing 
centres. 

Those inspections will take 
place just before the last key 
element of the new reactors, 
whose cost is estimated at 
some S4 billion, are put in 
place. 

• Radio Pyongyang mean- 
while said U.S. officials who 
arrived in North Korea for 
talks last Saturday, have for 
the first time visited the 
secretive Yongbyon nuclear 
complex 90 kilometres north 
of I^ongyang. 

A^rding to the Korean 
Central News Agency 
(KCNA). monitored in 
Tokyo, the five-man team 
began talks Monday and 
toured the complex for a 
first-hand look at the freeze 
Tuesday. 

Pyongyang said through 
KCNA that it implemented 
the freeze, its side of the 
bargain in Geneva, at the 
beginning of the month. 


Ukraine makes punitiye 
move against Crimea 


KIEV (R) — Ukraine took a 
first punitive measure against 
its pro- Russian Crimean 
pehmsila Thursday by 
cinding a long lik' of hslam, 
but kept tougher action in re- 
serve to k^p its sq>aratist 
politicians in fine. 

The Ukrainian parliament, 
a vote of 282 to 13, res- 
cinded more than 40 Laws 
pas^ in the autonomous 
peninsula and considered to 
be separatist and in violation 
of the national constitution. 

’‘Today's decision is the 
last constitutional step before 
more radical moves,” said 
Volodymyr Stretovich, who 
beads parliament’s Legal 
Commission. 

“That will mean all diess 
pieces thrown off the board 
and new elections in 
Crimea." 

Nationalist members of 
parliament demanded 
tougher action against 
Crimea, where many politi- 
cians have openly c^l^ for 
reunification with Russia. 
Some pointed out that 
Ukraine spends about $1 bil- 
lion a ym in maintaining 
Crimea. 

' ”Untii we resemd the Cri- 
mean constitution, we will 


merely keep issuing -wain- 
ings,'' said nationafist Stepan 
Khmaia. “We must di^lye 
the Crimesfif parfiament an'd' 
retitih QihfeSt6"tbe status bCt 
a district.” 

Parliament’s three- 
member extreme nationafist 
faction suggest^ dispatching 
trooi» to make Crimea toe 
the fine. . 

Parfiament may have acted | 
cautiously to prevent stirring 
up passions ahead of Presi- 
dent Leonid Kuchma's trip to 
the United States starting 
Saturday. 

Deputies may also have 
want^ to avoid anta^ising 
Moscow as Russia and 
Ukraine move slowly towards 
concluding a long overdue 
friendship treaty. 

Crimea was ran by Russia 
from the late 18th centu^ 
until 1954, when Kremlin 
leader NiUta Khrushchev, 
gave it to Soviet Ukraine as a 
“gift". About two-thirds of 
its 2.7 million residents are 
e thni c Rusrians. 

The prefnred holiday des- 
tination for both Tsars and 
Communis leaders, Crimea 
was given broad autonomy by 
post-Soviet Uloaine's new 
leaders in a bid to staunch 
pro-Russian sentiment. 


Thousands march in Athens 
to mark 1973 uprising 


ATHENS (R) — Thousands 
of boisterous demonstrators, 
chanting anti-American slo- 
gans, marched through cen- 
tral Athens Thursday to com- 
memorate a 1973 student up- 
rising which led to the fall of 
a military junta. 

“Remember the disgrace 
of the Americans," chanted a 
large crowd of bl^-dad stu- 
dents, who held aloft a red 
banner with anti-American 
slogans in Constitution 
Square. 

The capital's main arteries 
were blocked by the march 
and broad avenues turned 
into a sea of banners and 
flags, mostly denouncing the 
fallen junta and the Amer- 
icans who were seen as in- 
strumental in keeping it In 
power. 

Many Greeks accuse the 
United States of steadfastly 
suppe^ng. and possibly even 
directing, a group of colonels 
who seizin power in 1967 and 
ruled for seven years. 

Thousands of Greeks were 
imprisoned or exiled by the 
junta, a bitter memory for 
many families. 

Thousands of others, in- 
cluding Socialist Prime Mmi*- 
ter Andreas Papandreou, 
jailed by the junta for dght 
months, and President Cra- 
stantine Karamanfis, fled and 
lived abroad. 

Police had no estimate for 
the number of demonstrators 
in the march, which stretched 


for several kilometres 
throng the heart of Atiiens, 
but radio stations put the 
number well into the 
thousands. 

Some 500 anarchist and 
about 200 neo-Nazi youths 
dispei^ Fifoay a night 
of rioting following a march 
to mark the 21st anniversary 
of a student uprising agunst 
the country’s militaiy regime. 

The remaining anar^ists 
left the building after 
polytechnic officials arranged 
to bus them out of the area. 
Overnight, youths had buried 
petrol bombs and stones and 
destroyed three vans owned 
by private radio stations. 

Some smashed windows in 
stores in the centre of Athens 
and set vehides ablaze in a 
four-hour rampage. 

Two people were riigbtly 
bortin the unrest, as some 20 
neo-Nazi youths from the 

organisation Chiysa Avghi 
(Golden Dawn) dashed wito 
anarchists barricaded within 
tile Polytechnic compound. 
The demonstrators dispersed 
shortly before daybreak. 

It was the first time neo- 
Nazi youths had taken part in 
such unrest in Greece. 

Tlie college authorities re- 
fused to allow police to enter 
the grounds of the 
Polytechnic and security 
fon^ were limited to loNiing 
teargas at the demonstrators 
from outside. 


Aristide 
names 
army chief 

PORT-AU-PRINCE (AP) 
— President Jean-Beitrand 
Aristide pideed his own man 
to' command Haitian troops, 
attempting to break a sad 
cyde of national histo^ and 
to subordinate the soldiers to 
civilian role. 

Mr. Ai^de picked Brig. 
Gen. Bernardin Fmsson, an 
American- and French- 
trained career soldier fire- 
fighting spedafist who has 
never commanded troops in 
the field. 

Mr. Aristide named a 
police diief earlier in the 
week. Tfae job remains of 
tranining a professional 
police force, separate from 
tiie army, arid reducing tiie 
armed forces to about 1,500 
soldiers. 

Multinational police advis- 
ers have helped cull a 700- 
member interim poGce force 
from the army to be replaced 
by graduates from a police 
a^emy that starts classes in 
January. 

Mr. Aristide has said he 
wants to instill “the .respect 
for fife” in ^ army and 
police iorce. 

Gen. Poisson. 46, had been 
considered the front-ruimer 
for the post since his promo- 
tion from colonel on Oct. 18 
by interim army chief \frtj. 
Gen. Jean-Oaude Duperval. 

Fire chief since 19^ nntil 
his promotion. Brig. Poisson 
is conadered a technocrat 
with no pofitical connections. 

Mr. Aristide, overthrown 
in a mifitary coup in Septem- 
ber 1991 led Lt. Gen. 
Raoul Cedras, his previous 
hand-picked army chief, re- 
turned from exile on Oct. 15 
with the aid of thousands of 
American troops. 

Under the agreement en- 
gineered the U.S. milit- 
ary, Gen. Duperval became 
the interim army chief during 
the transition from military to 
civilian role. 



Prcsideiit Boris Yeltsin deft) invites Mr. Aliyev b in Moscow on an official vWt 

Azeri fender Gcydar Aliyev to start thdr talks. (AFP photo) 

Karabakh tripartite summit agreed 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — 
The presided .of Russi^ 
Azerbaijan and Armenia' 
have agi^ to bold a trrpai^ 
tite summit to settle the dead- 
ly conflict in Nagpnry Kara- 
bakh, tlM Azerbaijaiii embas- 
sy said Frid^. 

An embassy spokesman 
gave no date or venue for tiie 
summit, to be attended by 
Presidents Boris Yettsm of 
Russia, Geidar Aliyev of 
Azerbaijan and Axmema’s 
XevoD Ter-Petxosaan. 

He said the agreement to 
hold the summit was readied 
at talks between Mr. Yeltsin 
and Mr. Aliyev in Moscow 
Thnisday and that prepara- 
tioQS had b^pn to hold the 
meeting “soon.” The Rusaan 
preadentis office would not 
confirm or deny the report. 

In a separate report from 
Geneva, (fiplomatic sources 
said a ttigh-level meeting on 
the disputed endave would 
be held in December in the 
Swiss dty. They said the 
heads of stale of Armenia 
and Azerbaijan would attend 
along with U.N. chief Bout- 
ros Gfaafi and Russian Fore- 
ign hfinister Andrei Kozyrev. 

More than 20,000 pe^le 
have died in fitting since 


1988 over the largcly- 
Annenian populated endave 
in western Azerbaijan. 

Dr. Ghali held talks abimt 
the (fispote rtiis month witii 
both Mr. Aliyev and 
Ter-Petrossian as well as witii 
Mr. Yelt^. 

On Thnrsday the Russian 
and Azeri presidents met to 
diOTiM tiie settlement of the 
Nagorno-Karabakh conflict 
anti the future of oilfields in 
tiie Caspian Sea. 

The talks focused on ways 
to bring a pdilical solution to 
tiie Intter seven year conflid 
over Karabakh, a ptedoim'- 
nantly Armenian enclave 
Much has annoiuioed its in-' 
dependence from Azerbai- 
jan, Mr. Yeltsin's press office 
said. 

The ITAR-TASS news 
agency quoted the Azeri 
emba^ in Moscow as saying 
diat Mr. Ydtsin md Mr. 
Aliyev also discussed the 
sensitive issue of the develop- 
ment of ofifiekb in the Cas- 
pian Sea after Baku's miles- 
tone deal with a consortium 
of major oil compar^. 

The Azeri parliament 
Tuesday ratified a $7.4 billion 
contract to develop three 
Ctopian Sea oilfields with a 


group of mainly Western oil 
firms. Only one Russian com- 
pany, Lnkml, was part of the 
consortium. 

The deal, signed on Sept. 
20, triggered objei^ns from 
the Rusrian Foreign Minis- 
try, wfaidi said no single 
conntiy had jurisdiction over 
resouzoes in toe Ca^r^ Sea. 

A special commission has 
been set op to coorefinate 
activities by the five littoral 
states — Russia, Azerbaijan, 
Kazakhstan, Turkmenistan 
and Iran. 

Nfr. Yeltsin also urged 
Aliyev to press for a political 
deal with Karabakh author- 
ities and nrighbouring- Arme- 
nia, Karabakh's main suppor- 
ter, toe Russian leader’s 
press office said. 

The office said Mr. Aliyev 
thanked Moscow for helimg 
to settle a conflict which 
daimed thousands of fives. 

Aliyev and Mr. Ter- 
Petrosyan met for initial talks 
in Moscow in September. 

Hghting effectively stop- 
ped in Karaitekh after Mos- 
cow brokered a ceasefire 
vriiidi came into force in 
May. But tiiere is still no firm 
pofitical agreement between 
the conflicting parties. 


Indian army chief dies in office 


NEW DEDn (AFP) — Indi- 
an army diief Bipin Chandra 
Joshi, who held k^ .com- 
mand positions in a 40-year 
.mSitaxy career, died hero Fri- 
day sncfering a massive heart 
attack, toe army announced. 
He was 59 years old. 

General Jotoi was the first 
chief of toe milfion-strong 
army to die while in office. 
The person to replace him as 
chief of anny staff has yet to 
be named. 

The highly-decorated 
general compirined of short- 
ness of breato and restless- 
ness and was taken to a mflit- 
aiy hospital at the Delhi Can- 
tonment, an army spokesman 
said. He died at 11:20 a.m. 
(0550 GMT). 

Gen. JosU, who had be- 
come anny chief on July 'I, 
19^, is siuvived by his wife, 
Manjoja, and two sons. 

Prudent Shankar Dayal 
Sharma, supreme comman- 
der of toe armed forces, ex- 
pressed toodc and grief at tiie 


death of Gen. Joshi and 
praised has contribution to 
toe armed forces. 

‘The arn^ ahs lost a fra- 
sighfod diief and the nation 4 
srifl^ soldier,” Gen. Sbai^ 
ma said in a statement issued 
by toe presdential palace. 

Gen. Joshi, who was com- 
missioned in 1954 in toe 
armonred corps, has been 
steering the army through a 
continuing period of transi- 
tion following the breakup of 
the Soviet Union, vduch was 
India's premier notary ally. 

He was director-^neral of 
operations at a critical time 
when the Indian Armed 
Forces fongfat Tamil separat- 
ist gaeniUas in Sri Lanka's 
noitoeast in 1987-90. 

He commanded an 
armoured regiment in the 
1971 conflict with Pakistan, 
vdiid] resulted in toe birth of 
Bangladesh out of East 
Palrisian, and served on staff 
with the United Nations 


Emeigency Force in Gaza 
during 1961-62. 

Gen. Joshi also served as 
India's military, naval and air 
advisor in the South Pacific 
region in 1973-76, and was 
concurrently 'accredited to 
Australia, New Zealand, 
Papua New Guinea, Fiji and 
Tonga. 

He was a recipient of toe 
Param 'Vishisbt Seva Medal 
for distinguished service of 
tiie most exceptional order. 

In a separate development, 
Lidia's autonomous election 
commission has censured two 
cabinet colleagues of Prime 
Minister P.V. Narasimha 
Rao for attempting to sway 
voters ahead of iwy state 
polls, and said one of toem 
should be sacked. 

In two separate statements 
late Thursday, the commis- 
sion said the ministers 
violated a model code of con- 
duct it drewn op to prevent 
politicians in office fr'om in- 
fluencing voters with sops. 


Organised crime festers in East Europe 


"VIENNA — Mafia- 

style gangs have sprung up all 
over Eastern Europe since 
the collapse of communism, 
reaping m profits from shady 
deals while spreading a 
general .sense of insecurity. 

Murders to order, drugs 
and aims trafficking, pros- 
titution networks and lar^- 
scale car-stealing are all limit- 
less sources of income in the 
former satellites of the Soviet 
Union. 

^ The criminals enjoy rela- 
-tive impunity because of cor- 
ruption and make the most of 
the lack of resources of toe 
police and judicial author- 
ities. The underworld Is be- 
coming more and more dar- 
ing. 

In Bulgaria, one million 
people in a population of 8.5 
million have been crime vic- 
tims in some way or another 
in the past three years, 
according to police files. 

There are 1,000 “films” 
running protection rackets 
staffed by sacked poiicemen 
and out-of-worfc athletes. 
Police blame them for three 
murders last year. 48 kidnap- 
pings of businessmen and 
hundreds of counts of in- 
timidation ranging from 
planting bombs to arson. 

Drag sales, inclutong he- 
roin. net some $8 million a 
year, police calculate. Drug 
addicts in Communist times 
were numbered at several 
hundred in Bulgaria, now 
there are more than 20,000. 

The gangs prey on chur- 
ches, monasteries and 
museums too, helping them- 
selves to 400 icons and paint- 
ings in the past three yearsT 

The government in Sofia 
tried to stop the roc this 
month by sacking the nation- 
al police chief and a dcEten of 


his colleagues suspected of 
conniption. 

In Romania, several gai^ 
of Moldovan and Ukrainian 
immigrants which made a 
spedaiity of armed attacks on 
tourist coaches have been 
rounded up.' 

The country has turned 
into a major transit route for 
drugs since war broke out in 
ex-Yu^lavia. Eleven ton- 
nes Of drags were seized 
tiiere last year, and in a single 
swoop last May 112 kilogram-; 
mes (246 lbs) of heroin were 
found. 

Last month police arrested 
two Romanian military offic- 
ers with 11 kilos (24 lbs) of 
uranium on them. They have 
also broken up a network 
supplying missiles to forces in 
Bosnia. 

Chinese gangs competing 
in the Romanian capital 
Bucharest since 1991 have 
been settling scores of late 
among themselves, with four 
.corpses found stuffed in suit- 


In Hungary, crime is orga- 
|iiised largely by former sol- 
diers of the Army. ex- 
KGB a^nts and veterans of 
the Afj^anistan War, police 
said. Ukrainian gangsters 
were busy in east Hungary 
and in the capital Budapest, 
running prostitution and 
arms and drugs smuggling. 

Chechens for their part 
specialised in protection 
rackets and hiring out killers. 
In toe souto, Serbs were toe 
most prominent in the, under- 
world. 

The thousands of tourists 
visiting toe Czech Republic 
.are frequent targets of burg- 
lary in the boisj^ m Prague, 
and stealing cars vato West- 
ern number plates is com- 
monplace. The police have 


additionally had to tackle a 
rash of killings on order in 
the underworld as young 
’’businessmen" running 
prostitutes and transfers 
shady funds turned on each 
other. 

• « 

'Diere has been a rise in 
white collar felonies too. The 
mastermind of privatisation, 
Jaroslav Lizner, was arrested 
at the beginning of the month 
when still unidentified per- 
sons left an anache case with 
him holding 83 million koru- 
nas ($287,000). 

Drug trafficking, protec- 
tion rackets and robbery are 
daily oocunefices in Poland, 
where travellers by road and 
rail are at the mercy of arm^ 
gangs. 

An inadent at a Warsaw 
railway station late last 
month when thugs robbed 
Ru^an tourists on board a 
train sharply raised tensions 
wito Moscow, and Russian 
Prime Minister Viktor Cher- 
nomyrdin postponed a sche- 
duled visit to the Polish capit- 

Sources with the Polish 
Special Services said the 
countiy was now number two 
world producer of amph^- 
mines after the Netherlands, 
and was becoming an in- 
creasingly significant link in 
mternational drug traffic. 

The Australian capital for 
its pan. once the great centre 
for espiona^ and East- West 
contacts during the cold war, 
has also attracted its share of 
central European mafias. 
Russians are already warring 
with "Viennese rivals for con- 
trol of prostitution. 

Meanwhile, the Italian 
mafia, historii^ly associated 
with toe rural backlands of 
Sicily, has turned into a mod- 
em crime “business" through 


its arrival on the international 
drag market fAFF) 

Experts cah^ate its tur- 
nover per year in increasingly 
varied criminal activities at 
$45 billion to $55 billion, with 
a major portion reinvested in 
the international financial 
markets. 

Its property holdings are 
put at $60 billion. The figures 
take no account of income 
from legitimate businesses 
run by underworld figures. 

Organised crime compris- 
es the Cosa Nostra of Sicily 
with 5.000 members, the 
Camorra of Campania based 
on Naples wito 7,000 mem- 
bers, the ’Ndrangheta of 
Calabria with 5,600 members 
and the Sacra Corona Unita 
of Apulia with '2,300 mem- 
L^rs. They are very closely 
linked to their respective 
home territories, on which 
they keep a firm political and 
military-style grip. 

The Italian gangs began 
amassing colossal sums of 
money at the start of the 
1970s when they moved into 
international drug traffick- 
ing, playing' a major but not 
dominant role compared with 
the South American drug 
barons. 

They expanded into arms 
deals, extortion of funds and 
prope^ speculation before 
diversifying into legitimate 
economic activities. 

Italian Interior Minister 
Roberto Maroni recently 
raised the alarm, warning 
that there was a “major risk 
of mafia money corrupting 
and conquering the legal eco- 
nomy." 

Cosa Nostra operates all 
over Italy and in toe United 
Sta^tes, Canada, Germany, 
Switzerland and Russia. 


Woman, 

pronounced dead, 
isn’t 

ALBANY. New York (R) — 

An 86-year-old woman urns 
pronounced dead, placed in a 
body bag and packed^ in a 
morgue cooler for 90 minutes 
before someone realised she 
was still alive, local media 
reported. A morgue super- 
visor, retrieving the body of 
MDdred Clarke Wedne^y 
for a funeral home, noticed 
her stomach moving and real- 
ised she was breathing, 
Albany County Coroner Phi^ 
lip Furie told an Albffly , 
Iww York, television station. 

^ had been examined by 
Fire- Department rescue 
squad members and pro- 
nounced dead by the coroiv^ 
er, the Albany Times Union 
newspaper reported. Ms. 
Qarke was consdbus ^d 
listed in serious condition 
Thursday at the Albany ■ 
Medical Centre, “She cer- 
tainly appeared as if she bad 
expired," the coroner was 
quoted as saying in the news- 
paper. “She was cold as ice 
and she was stiff." Her body 
had been placed in the hos- 
pital morgue cooler, normal- 
ly set at 40 degrees 
Fahrenheit, (4 degrees Cel- 
sius) the coroner told the 
media. Ms. Clarke is a widow 
who has lived at a senior 
citizen apartment complex 
for 15 years, local reports 
said. Ail^y Cfounty docs not 
require its coroners to be 
licensed physicians. Mr. 
Furie, an insurance salesman, 
was elected to his post. 

Whitney Houston 
hounded by 
bad press 

JOHANNESBURG, South 
Africa (AP) — First came a 
refusal to answer to questions 
at news oonferenoes* and photo 
opportunities. Then there 
was a report of ill behaviour 
toward hotel staff. Now 
South African media are 
looking for any reason to 
denounce pop superstar 
Whitney Houston despite 
two packed cotKcrts that bad 
tens of thousands of fans — 
black and white — dancing 
and cheering. A third show in 
Cape Town Saturday also 
promises to draw a It^e 
'crowd, despite ticket prices 
of % rand to ISO rand ($8.45> - 
to 1)42.25) — more than a > 
day’s pay for many blacks. 
But news reports continue to 
focus on the negative. The 
state-owned Souto African 
Broadcasting Corp. reported 
that Ms. Houston refused to 
vitit a dying dri who wished 
to meet her. Not necessarily ^ 
so, said Patricia Pinnock, 
manager of Reach For A 
Dream, a company that helps 
fulfill wishes of sick or dis- 
advantaged children. “She 
didn't exactly refuse to see 
her,” Ms. Pinnock said. 
**Tbere’s still a possibility of a 
meeting.” After the Johan- 
nesburg show, which drew 
more than 70,000 people who 
appeared delight^ with toe 
performance, newspaper and 
radio reports concentrated on 
a large number of muggings 
and robberies that occurr^. 
Ms. Houston's organisers 
blamed the negative publicity 
on South .Africa’s years of 
isolation due to apartheid. 
The nation, and particularly 
the Mrvioe industry and news 
media, have little experience 
dealing wito world-class acts 
that require stringent plan- 
ning, they said. “South Afri- 
ca has never experienced a 
superstar of Whitney’s mag- 
nitude,” said Roxy Meade, 

spokeswoman for Ms. Hous- 
ton. 
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Italy’s former 
communists give 
out Bible 

ROME (R) — Karl Mar 
who called religion the opiu 
of the masses, may have bei 
spinning in his grave Wedne 
day M the newspaper of It 
•y s former Communists itai 
.out the Bible to help 

L’ Unita, which was ti 
organ of the West’s large 
Marxist party before the ft 
or communism in 1989. gai 
•ts refers the new test 
menf m a paperback voiun 
with purple covers. It w; 
simdwiched in an editic 
wh<^ lead article offert 
^ders something Mai 

wouW have been much moi 
^mfortablc with — a gener 
called for next mom 
to defend workers’ right 

Communist Par 
(rci) cMt off Marxism ar 
Changed its name to tl 

(PpS) in 1991. It rcmaii 
s largest leftist politic 
jwce. Pope John Paul n 

wL'!? ^ newspaper’s edite 
Vcltroni in an aud 
at the Vatican Wedne 
and told him he apprec 
aied the initiative, “TI 
of the Gospel have 
perennial significin^^^^ tt 
Polish Pope told Mr, Vdtn 
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Serb planes bomb Bihac ~U.N« 


» AEGEAN EXEI^0l3E3« Three Greek Frigates T Jimmy 
On- ' ^ (ccabe) Adrias (left) and Macedonia (right) are 

" ■ - USS destroyer Petersone during an idr and sea exercise m 

dM sooCh Aegean and Greta Sea code named Niriis 94. The 
exercise, that abo includes Amaican, En^fbb. French, 
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Spanista and ItaBan shqis, coincides with the Turkish 
Scawolf 94 exercise in the north Aegean Sea. Turkey has 
threatened Greece with war if it implements an internation- 
al law, that went into effect on Nov. 16, allowing it to extend 
its territorial walm limn 6 to 12 miles (A^ photo) 
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DIli,.£&st 'nmor (AFP) — 
Scores* of riot police backed 
ty troops laid siege to the 
Roman Catholic cathedral 
here Friday after more than a 
hundred yonng East 
Timorese staged another vio- 
kmt protest to damour for an 
end to Indonesian rule. 

The chree-bour standoff — 
the fourth disturbance to 
rock the endave in tthe past 
week — ended only after the 
Roman CatboUc Bishop of 
DQi, Carlos Ximenes Felipe 
Belo, negotiated an end to 
die siege. 

The demonstrators were 
later bussed home, an inde- 
pendent source and a miiitaiy 
spokesman said. 

TM protest began when 
between 400 and ^ people 
^tbeied outside the church 
to attend a mass, in full view 
of % world’s media. 

B^re the mass could 
starts East Timorese youths 
u d i i riM banners and pla- 


cards demaxuUng the end to 
Indonesia’s 18 year long 
occupation of the territory 
and calling for the release of 
the jailed guerrilla leader 
Xanana Gusmao, an inde- 
pendence activist. 

A volley of stones were 
thrown over the church 
yard’s wall by figures who 
appear^ to be Indonerian 
police ill civilian clothes, trig- 
gering an exchange with the 
protestors. 

Police fired several canis- 
ters of tear gas before rein- 
forcements were called in and 
the diurch yard sealed off. 

Foreign reponers who had 
taken the rare chance to visit 
Difi after coveting the Asia- 
Padfic Economic Coopera- 
tion (APEC) forum summit 
were chased down the street 
by club-wielding riot police 
and took refoge in an Indone- 
sian family’s home. 

There were no arrests of 


foreign journalists, but an 
AFP rei^rter was threatened 
by a policeman brandishing a 
rattan and an AFP pbotO' 
grapher suffered a slight 
woulder wound after being 
hit by a rock. 

Several people were in- 
jured in the demonstration, 
mduding a susp^ed infor- 
mer for Indonesian security. 

Riot police sealed off the 
sueet with lines of shields at 
nightfall and truckloads of 
troops were deployed along 
side streets while Bishop 
Belo negotiated an end to the 
'standoff, said an AFP repor- 
ter. 

Boses and trucks were 
brought into the church com- 
pound and the remaining 
East Timorese, numbering 
about 140, were taken home, 
an independent source said. 

Major Ladean Shnbolon, 
the East Timor military 
spokesman, said: *Tt is all 
over, the cathedral is empty. 


No one has been arrested. No 
one has been wounded.” 

The latest violence in East 
l^or, a former Portuguese 
colony seized by Indonesia in 
1975 and annexed a year later 
in defiance of the United 
Nations, erupted last Satur- 
day. The week's unrest has 
load to at least one death and 
22 arrests. 

The disturbances, coupled 
with the ongoing occupation 
of the U.S. embassy com- 
pound by 29 Umorese de- 
monstrators, severely embar- 
rassed Persictent Suharto as 
be hosted a meeting that 
brought together the leaders 
of APEC's 18 members 
states. 

On Wednesday, U.S. Pres- 
ident Bill Qinton met with 
Mr. Suharto and appealed for 
Indonesia to relax its control 
over the tenitory, but Mr. 
Suharto, a former general, 
offered no concessions. 


rebels revoke truce after death of top cadre 
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lO (AFP) — The 
Lflwition Tig ers of TanS 
Edm (LTTE) Friday re- 
vokstf their seven-day un- 
Qate^ ceasefire a day early 
^er the army killed a top 
cwln in the island’s north- 
east, T amil s ources said. 

The LTTE has informed its 
cadres that the truce dedared 
last Saturday to mark the 
inauguration of Chandrika 
Koaiaratunga as Sri Lanka’s 
new president had been re- 
vokea Friday, the sources 
sud. 

A military source con- 


firmed the Tigers’ acti on, 
saying: “We have LTTE in- 
teroepis announcing that the 
ceasefire is off. Our men are 
ready for any surprise attacks 
by them.” 

'Troops anyway have been 
on alert since they declared 
this so-called ceasrare," the 
military source added. 

Government troops Thurs- 
day seized an automatic 
weapon, two hand grenades 
and a cya nide capsule from 
the dead LTTE rebel, identi- 
fied as Malfi and bolding the 
rank of “lieutenant-colonel.” 


military sources said. 

Hardcore Tiger guerrillas 
carry cyanide capsules, which 
they consume to avoid being 
capnired aliv e by security 
forces. The LTTE milxtam 
was believed to be on a re- 
connaissance mission when 
he was gunned down, the 
sources said. 

The killing of the Tiger 
militant was the latest milit- 
ary response to the unilateral 
ceasefire. The miiitaiy has 
not redprocated the LTTE 
truce and h as cla imed to have 
killed five LTTE rebels in the 


!■ 


east of the anintry over _the 
pat four days. 

The rebels have also ac- 
cused the navy of not observ- 
ing the truce by shelling coas- 
tal areas in the rebel- 
controlled north and killing 
four Tamil fishermen. 

The LTTE’s overseas 
propaganda unit had already 
be^m acusing the govern- 
ment of not being interested 
in the peace process by not 
re^nding positively to die 
retel tiuoe. Tamil sources 
said. 


SARAJEVO (AFP) — Two 
^rb planes, operating out of 
Serb-held Croatia, Friday 
bombed the U.N.-declared 
^e area of Bihac town, caus- 
irig a number of casualties, 
the U.N, Ftotecdoa Force 
and Sarajevo radio reported. 

UNPROFOR in Zagreb 
confirmed the air raid on 
Bihac was carried out by two 
planes flying a very low level 
in a westerly direction wtoch 
fired at leak one 'rocket or 
missile. 

In Sarajevo meanwhile, 
UNPROFOR reported that a 
seven-year-old boy was killed 
and bis mother seriously 
wounded by Bosnian Serb 
sniper fire outside the Holi- 
day Inn Hotel. Another pas- 
serby was also wounded in 
the shooting. 

UNPROFOR said the 
planes’ altitude of 60 metres 
eiqplained why NATO radar 
failed to pick up the aircraft. 
In a similar attack early this 
month, a Serb fighter- 
bomber fired mitoiles at an 
ammunition factory in Bihac 
town. 

Sarajevo Radio, for its 
part, said the planes dropped 
fragmentation bombs near 
the centre of town, killing 
and wounding mhabitants. 

As the attack was taking 
place, at around 11 a.m. 
(1000 GMt), UNPROFOR 
civil spokesman Thant Myint- 
U reafBrmed in Sarajevo that 
there would be ”a nnlitary 
response (to) any sustained 
attack on tM (Bihac) safe 
area and (firect attacks on 
U.N. personnel.” 

He also voiced “concern, 
anxiety and frustration” at 
the growing namber of viola- 
tions by both Bosman gov- 
ernment and Serb forces of 
U.N.-mediated agreements 
in Sarajevo, following a 
series of tit-for-tac shelhng 

U.N. offidals were in ur- 
gent meetings ‘*to prevent the 
son of spiralling violence in 
Sarajevo which would loll 
any chance of future peace,” 


he sakL 

He also condemned the 
invasion, launched from the 
Serb-held Krajina re^on of 
Croatia., saying that even if 
the U.N. was unable to prove 
Croatian Serb involvement 
“tiieir arpport for inva- 
sion is dearly unacceptable.” 

The U.N. earlier blamed 
Kiajina Serbs for shellilng 
the enclave and Muslim re- 
bels who fought their way 
into the enclave We^esday, 
striking at it from the norm 
and from west. 

There was heavy fighting 
Thursday around the 
govemment-faeld town of 
velika Kladnsa in die north 
of the podeet. Tbs town, 
while surrounded, had not 
fallen to the invading Croa- 
tian Serb and Mnslim rebel 
forces, UNPROFOR qrokes- 
man Lt-CoL Tim Spiokl said 
here. 

Some 1,200 Bangladeshi 
peace-keepers are currently 
deployed in the endave, in- 
duefing 346 in Sika Kladnsa, 
a town now surrounded by 
Abdic forces in the north, 
and 161 in the Bihac town 
safe ar^ to the south. 

Fighfing also continued to 
the immemate east of Bihac 
town safe area, with govern- 
ment forces locked in batde 
with Bosman Serb foices who 
were attempting to recapt^ 
the high ground overiooking. 
the diy. 

U.N. civil and milhaiy rep- 
resentatives meanwhile 
aimed to meet Friday with 
rebel Muslim leader Fikiet 
Abdic, who has thrown in his 
lot with the Kiajina Serbs 
after facing defeat last sum- 
mer at the han^ of the Sth 
Corps government foices in 
the po^et. 

Ttc meeting fdlows warn- 
ings the U.N. Security 
Council in New York against 
cross borders attad^ from 
Serbbdd Croatia and threats 
of air strikes by NATO if the 
lives of U.N. peacekeepers or 
that of dvilians in the U.N.- 


dedared safe area of Bihac 
town were put at risk. 

Meanrriiile, tbe ofGce of 
the U.N. High Commisrioner 
for Refugees (UNHCR) W- 
day soqrended tbe hnmanita- 
rian airUfc into Sarajevo after 
a Canadian plane was fired at 
Thursday. 

Id Paris Friday Britain, 
France and Rusria called for 
unity of the five-nation con- 
tact group on Bosnia and 
tried to mmimise the tension 
caused by a U.S. decisioa to 
stop enforcing an arms 
embargo a^nst Bosnia. 

French Foreign Minister 
Alain Juppe met for an hour 
with Us counterparts from 
Britain and Russia Douglas 
Hurd and Andrei Kozyrev. 
Mr. Hurd repeated calls for 
an early meeting of the 
gr^. 

Germany, wiudi is also a 
contact group member, has 
proposed tiie meeting be held 
on Dec. 2. Tbe U.S. is the 
fifth member of the group. 

The U.N. Protection Force 
expressed dissatisfaction over 
the nncooperativeness of the 
Bosman Serbs after then* 
commander turned down 
UNPROFOR requests to 
meet him, a U.N. comman- 
der said here Friday. 

French General Herve 
Gobilliard, commander of 
UNPROFOR in Sarajevo 
and tbe acting U.N. ooraman- 
dm* of Bosnia in tbe absence 
of General Michael Rose, in 
his Friday communique to 
the press said UNPROFOR 
“strongly deplores the un- 
cooperative attitude” of the 
Bokuan Serbs. 

The conmnmique came af- 
ter “repeated requests” by 
Gen. Gobilliard to meet with 
the commander of Bosman 
Serbs, General Ratko Mla- 
dic, were turned down. 

The aim of tiie meeting was 
to discuss the deteriorating 
miiitaiy situation in Sarajevo, 
said the statement. 

On Thursday Gen. GobU- 
liard accused both sides of 


firing at each other in 
Sarajevo area. The Bosnian, 
presidency building was hit-. 
Thursday. 

Gen. Gobilliard “m^nN; 
ly” requested another meetr- 
Ing Friday with Gen. Mladic,^ 
the statement said. 

“If this meet is also refused 
it will be taken as a sign that ' 
the Bosnian Serb Army is no 
longer interested in foitber. 
cooperation with UNPRC>. 
FOR,” Gen. Gobilliard said..- . 

Meanwhile the self-, 
proclaimed Krajina Serb gov- 
ernment in southwestern* 
Croatia has rejected aa; 
accord With Croatia on eco- 
nomic questions, the Croa- 
tian Serb spokesman for fore- 
ign affairs Milan Babic said. 
Friday. 

Mr. Babic told the seces-' 
aonist Serb News Agency. 
Iskra, monitored in Bel-, 
grade, that his government 
late Thursday rejected foe' 
accord although its Prime. 
Minister Borislav Mikelic had 
proposed accepting it under- 
certain conditions. 

Croatia had accepted draft, 
accord,- brokered by tbe in- 
ternational conference on' 
former Yugoslavia, 'Wednes-. 
day. 

Representatives of the ' 
Krajina Serbs, who contnoK 
around a quarter of Croaiiaii 
territoiy, and foe Croatian 
authorities met at Zagreb" 
Airport Tuesday for a third ' 
sesrioD of talks rince contacts 
resumed last month. 

Geneva conference co-' 
(diahman Lord Owen and 
Thorvald Stoltenberg and 
their respective deputies, 
Geid Ahrens and Km £ide, 
attended the meeting, along 
with tbe U.S. and Russian 
ambassadors to Zagreb, Pe- 
ter Galbraith and Leonid 
Kerestedjiants. 

Mr. Galbraith said 
Wednesday foe accord co-' 
vered tbe restoration of water , 
and power supplies, the re- 
pair of an oil pt^line and the 
reopening of roads. 


Angola rebels refuse to sign peace pact 
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NEGAGE, Angola (AFP) — 
A top UNIT A leader here 
threatened bush warfare in 
reprisal for the Angolan 
army’s seizure of rebel-held, 
towns and alleged truce viola- 
tions, and a UNFTA spokes- 
man said Friday that ^ xcn 
bels will not sigp a peace 
pact. 

“Our forces are ready to 
resume the war,” UNITA 
Vice-President General 
Antonio Dembo told AFP 
late Thursday in the only 
remaining strategic stron- 
ghold of the rebels, the air- 
base at Negage in the north 
of Angola. 

UNITA’s representative in 
West Africa Friday said in 
Abidjan that the National 
Union for the Total Inde- 
pendence of Angola QJN- 


ITA) will not sign a peace 
pact with the Angolan gov- 
ernment as scheduled Sun- 
day. 

“We cannot go to Lusaka. 
, Wus6 gommiKnticxpes se pre- 
' Teotiog ns from leaviog by 
shelling us,” John Marques 
Kakumba said. Gen. Dembo 
said UhnTA leader Jonas 
Savimbi, who is due to si| 
was in the regjon of HuamI 
his former rase captured by 
regular troops this month. 

Despite a pullout by UN- 
ITA's ddegation to negotia- 
tions in Lusaka, a spokesman 
in Luanda said President Jose 
Eduardo Dos Santos still 
planned to sign the peace 
pact in foe Zambian cajntal 
Lusaka. 

The arduous U.N.- 


mediated bid to end 19 years 
of civil war was stalled ac'^'t 
when UNTTA quit the Lusa- 
ka talks Thur^y as both 
sides accused the other of 
violating Tuesday’s truce. 

Gen. Dembo said that tbe 
rebels coiild return to the 
bush “to win back the coun- 
tryside in guerrilla operations 
b^use we are net going to 
let ourselves be destroy^." 

He was speaking after the 
army captured the last three 
provincial capital and major 
towns seized by UNTTA after 
the rebels lost U.N.- 
mediated elections in 
September 19^. 

{following the initialling of 
the Lusaka protocol last Oct. 
31, government troops pui^ 
sued onslaughts against 
Huambo, Angola’s second 


in the central highlands, 
Che noithem oil town of Soyo 
in Zaire province, and Uige, 
also in foe north. 

Bnt UNTTA, which said 
the army fought on at Uige 
after tbe truce* was still in 
control of the Negage Air 
Base in Uige province, ^ 
kilometres away, on Tliurs- 
day night though the govern- 
ment claimed to have seized 
it. 

Gen. Dembo accused the 
U.N. Security Council and 
foe iniernationa] community 
of abetting a bid to destroy 
UNITA. Refeiring to U,S. 
and South African decisions 
to abandon <tbe rebels, .be 
insisted it was “better to be 
alone than with bad com- 
pany.” 
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Nepalese Communists 
edge closer to power 
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KATHMANDU (AFP) — 
Ihe Omimuiust opposition 
■ ^'7 ed^ doser to winning Ncj>- 
' iTs general election Friday as 

■“* bdlK counting coutinueo. 
-■^ 7 ‘ The Nepal Communist 
• ‘ ■*' •Patty-United Marxist and 
• '"f* Leninist (NCP-UML) had 73 
-• 7 ; 0 f the 149 seats counted, .at 
-.."■'the latest toll ^ven. It 
' ' - exceeds the number 

1 V '^''Obtrined in die country’s first 
-r ; eketions in 1991 wfo 55 still 
^ -14 l^'to be decided. 

\{- ■ The {resident of the ruling 
Nepali Congress (NC), which 
^ 54 seats, conceded Fri- 
< ,-rtiPT I'® patty would not 

ttflly 5 torn* to Mvern alone. But 

J msad Bhattarai 
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the Nepali Congress, no 
'Ip’wnment can be foimed 
titat is also obvious.” 
And wifo polling having to 
Kscihedttled in at least 30 
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- - because of irregular- 
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- : ^ NCP-UML Jed the 

.... ^ in 10 constituencies were 

■ * ^ ahead. 

. - can count on a smaller 

' ••JJOTUnist faction which 

assured. 

■■‘.J^piie^ the spectacular 
•■•'*. '^pfflttnist gains, many 

bweve they vftU 
seats required 
. - u government. The 

■\ -jr^unuaisis had 69 seats in 
.» ..'S pstiiainent dissolved in 

• ■* ' ^“*1 ^10 seats, 

NCP-UML will OTOb- 
• ' ^ ® coalition 

• • ; -'tor* . Congress or the 

■ Rastriva Prajatan- 

' . , ? (RPP).‘ which had 

• ■ ■ U ?*** ™ partial 

,x.--,.'^aud. 

JJCP-UML Central Cora- 
\ .. . member, Pradip Nep- 

, confident of vfcjorv. 

•- ■ ** S&_acknowledged that ’a 
. , Was Dfvssahli^ if hk 
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party did not get a clear 
majority of seats. ' 

Frime Minister Girija Pra- 
sad Koirala appears to have 
paid foe price for critidsm of 
his government's manage- 
ment of the economy and 
corruption. 

Though he regained tiie 
two seats be was allowed to 
contest, the NC had some 
notable election defeats. 
Speaker of the lower house 
Daman Nath Dhungana and 
chief whip Tarani Dutta Cha- 
taut were both defeated. 

Thousands of jubilant 
Communists in the IGithman- 
du Valley, where all 12 seats 
went to the Communists, 
went on a victory parade 
Thursday night chanting: 
“Death to Koirala,” “Down 
with Koirala, “V'xllaia and 
traitor Koirala quit Nepal.” 

International observers 
said late Thurs^y that Tues- 
day’s polling, in which two 
people were killed and IS 
injum, was marred by irre- 
gularities. 

A preliminary report said 
most of the irregularities 
were commined by the NC. 

But it added that this efid 
not mean that the “parlia- 
ment elected would not re- 
flect the wishes of the 
Nepalese people.” 

The Communists have 
sought to reassure Nepal’s 
international donor coun- 
tries. that it supports the 
monarriiy and would run a 
fully democratic goveroment. 

Tliey say they want c(^ 
tinu^ go^ frienship with 
Bant neighbours India and 
Qina and that safeguardiiM 
Nepal's national interest wiU 
be the top priority. 

NCP-UML Chairman Man 
Mohan Adhikari told AFF 
that any Communist govern- 
ment would pursue a liberal 
economic policy and encour- 
age industry 
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: Looming troubles in Palestine 

ISRAELI PRIME Muiister Yitzhak Rabin 
has npped the ante for the FLO whoi he 
dedai^ daring his tonr of ttie U.S. that the 
FLO-lsraeli talks on holding Palestinian 
elections will have to be pot on bold until the 
Palestinian National CoancO amends the 
part of its covmant that calls for the destmc- 
tion of Israel, lanel had in foct raised the 
issue before but it knew and accepted that 
the time was not ripe yet to aCfect the 
necessary change. The Palestinian leader, 
Yasser Arafat, has been waiting fw realising 
significant gains on the road to setf-mle 
bdbre raising the Israeli request before ids 
Palestinian constituency. Andiat mnst have 
catailated that on the face of things and in 
view of slow pace of Israeli-FLO negotia- 
tions, he wo^d not be able to muster 
sufficient support within his organisation to 
meet Israeli calls for ddetlug idl objection- 
able references in the charter. The crucial 
question that arises now is why Rabin has 
chose to reactivate this subject at a time 
when Arafat is bdeagnered more than ever 
before, whether by the mounting challgiiges 


from Hamas and I slamic Jihad as well as by 
the slow pace of international funding for hfe 
embryonic Palestinian National Authority 
(FNA). Recent **sl£ps of tiie tongue” by 
sever^ Palestinian officuds, inclnding the 
PLO chairman himseif , wldch refoiid to 
l^el as the “enemy,” coming on top of the 
foilnre of the FLO to deliver the Paltftinian 
people, must have played an important role 
t in Rabin’s decision to raise tiie stokes fm- the 
Palestinian leadership. With the detmora- 
tion of the sitnation in the Gaza Strip 
yesterday and the lade of positive change In 
the West Bank, Arafot is 31 put to sOenoe the 
opposition within the Palestinian ranks or 
amend the PLO charter. 

Thus the fanlt for the deterioration in the 
Israeli-FLO relations goes both ways. On the 
one hand Israel has b^n too slow in its peace 
talks with the Palestintons depriving thm of 
early peace dividends. On tte otl^ hand, 
the international community which showed 
considerable generosity on paper to the 
Palestinians has been procrastinating over 
:the transfer of funds to their empty i^ers. 
This vicious drde may end up cansnig 
nneontroDed explosions in the Palestinian 
territories as Egyptian President Hosni 
.Mubarak cautioned Thursday. It seems that 
unless a hi^er level of statesmanship sur- 
faces in the PLO-Israeh negotiations, tiiere 
could be mqjor setbacks for the entire peace 
process. 

ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 

•BY PAYING a visit to Qatar on Saturday, Prime Minister 
Abdul Salam Majali opens a new chapter in the relations 
'.between Jordan and the Arab Gulf state, said a columnist 
Hn Al Ra’i daily. JordanianGulf relations, although strong 
^er the past decades, are in need of stimulation and 
Jiirther bolstering in all domains, and they should be 
founded on new concepts whidi aim at safegua^ng all 
parties' interests, said Sultan Al Hattab. The writer said 
Qatar's relations have remained warm with Jordan despite 
;the strains caused by the Gulf crisis because Doha and 
-Amman have always been intent on maintaining brotbeiiy 
ties and sought mutual respect throughout die past years. 
Jordan is keen on dosing Arab ranks and holering 
inter-Arab relations, bearing in miond the fact that there £ 
a vital need for the Arabs to form their own economic bloc 
so as to cater to the rapid economic developments around 
the world and enhance the Arab Nations’ economies, said 
the writer. After ensuring the peace treaty with Isreal, 
which is bound to pave the way for security and suiiility in 
the region said the writer, Jordan is now tumiog its 
attention towards re-establishing the strongest possible 
relations with he Arab sister states. 

ISSA SHUEIBI, a columnist in Al Dustonr, criticised the 
government's reduction of the customs duty on cars and 
other commodities as unsatisfactory to the consumers and 
the merchants alike. The writer said that the reduction in 
the duty on cars was only marginal, not in favour of the 
limited income groups. Tt is the rich and the groups with 
high income that can still afford to buy the cars and also 
benefit from the marginal reduction in customs duty, said 
the writer. On the other hand, the reduction in customs 
duty has not affected the prices of commodities which are 
in the merchants' stores, which means all commodities 
included In the list of items whose customs duty has bMn 
reduced would not be affected for a long time and the 
consumers will continue to buy them according to previous 
tariff. He said that the government is doing nothing to 
stem the greed of merchants who tend to bei^t through 
manipulation whenever the prices are affected downward 
or upwards. Citing the examine of coffee, the writer said 
that when the world prices shot up, the lo^ merchants 
raised their prices though they had suftidemt amounts of 
coffee in store, and when the world prices went down the 
local merchants continued to sell at the fonner high prices. 


Jordanian Perspective 


By Dr. Musa Keilani 


Arafat’s failure to deliver fuelling 

conflict in self-rule areas 


SIX MONTHS after entering the occupied Gaza Strip and 
setting up the autonomous government, Palestinian leader 
Yasser Arafat is today fitting hard to keep the self-rule on 
track whfle not relinqushing his autocratic ^le of lead- 
ership. As far as the Palestinian on the street is comxmed, 
the chairman of the Palestine Liberation Organisation 
(FLO) has failed to deliver, whether in terms of improved 
Hviz^ conditions or in asserting Palestinian independence. 
Anti-peace violence is growing and Mr. Arafat seems to be 
at a loss bow to tread between Israeli pressure to crack 
down on the hardline groups and his own need to maintain 
a minimum level of cordiality with the hardliners. 

— By and-laige, -tiiepe is truth-in Mr. -Arafat's assettions 
that the delay in receiving international aid could be partly 
blamed for the rise in Palestinian frustration, thus his 
demand that funds be directly pumped into the copied 
territories is also J^tified. But then, the problem is ^te 
simile and dean llie style of governance of the Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA) has not changed a bit to instil 
confidence in the World Bmik, tbe- coordinator of interna- 
tional aid for the Palestinians, that the funds would be used 
for the purpose they are intended for in the first place. 
Indeed, the World Bank could have done better, but the 
main blame lies cm the PNA itself. 

Two or three months should have been enough for the 
self-rule authority to realise that there was something 
seriously wrong in the way things were going and under- 
stand and appreciate that unless it changes its ways and 
accommodate the international community's ne^ for 
transparency and accountability the main component erf 
autonomy — finandal support — would not be forthcom- 
ing. 

Even today, months after months of repeated interna- 
tional calls fOT accountability and transparency, the Palesti- 
nian Economic Council for Development and Reconstruc- 
tion (PECDAR) has not deme much to meet the conditions 
of the World Bank. And, by the look of things, every day 
diat passes brings in intemationai apathy to the pli^t of 
the Palestinians, an apathy that would translated into 
refusal to honour tbe pledges of aid that donor countries 
made on Oct. 1, 1993, in Washington. 

l^ualiy serious is Ae spiral of violence in the occupied 
territories, prompting many analysts to conclude that a 
^estinian civil war could be in the making if the situation 
is not addressed, a fact that Israeli Foreign Minister 
Shimon Peres acknow ledged rmiuly. 

What Mr. Arafat Has achieved so far belittles the 
sacrifices of those ^estinians who gave their lives for 
something much better than what the ^A president could 
offer to his constituents today and tbe anguish of the 
Palestinian prisoners who underwent physical and psycho- 
logical torture in Israeli hands to help advance tbe cause of 
independence and a dignified life. 

One could hear the Palestinian leaders in the occupied 
territories wondering what the alternatives they have to 
ensure that the peace process is not undermined and the 
declaration of principles is implemented. Needless to say 
some of them have been alienated from the self-rule 
auiboriiy, or more precisely, Mr. Arafat. 

Indeed, there are no magic solutions to the problem. But 
the PLO chairman could help the situation by changing his 
way of ruling his people. By all accounts, he has listened 
his.autocratic way of decision-making. The most dsuna^g 
part of the equation is the fact that senior PNA officials, 
many of them pragmatic and down' fa earth, discuss and 



reach agreements with governments and other external 
parties and organisations on how to organise things, only to 
face rejection by the PNA chairman. It is the credibility of 
those PNA officials that is being eroded as a result, (^ite 
simply, there is no assurance that when a PNA officii sits 
down and negotiates things with anyone that the agree- 
ments that are readied will be respected and implemented 
by bis or her own side. As a result, the entire process of 
developing the economy and politics of the Palestinians is a 
force, to say the least. 

On the Jordanian-lsraeli front, the controversy over 
Jerusalem appears to have been put to rest after the 
Kingdom's pledge that it was ready to handover the Islamic 
holy shrines there to the Palestinians after they secure their 
territorial and political rights in the occupied territories. 
But it is naive to think that it was only the issue of 
Jeruralem that was behind Mr. Arafat's vehement criticism 
of tbe Israeli-Jordanian peace treaty. For one thing, it was 
clear that the PNA leader was upset that the treaty stole the 
limelight of the peace process away from the Palestinian 
scene. Another fear of Mr. Arafot was apparently that the 
focus of intemationai donors and investors would shift to 
Jordan from Palestinian territories. 

Well, we cannot hold Mr. Arafat's hand and continue to 
padfy and comfort him for ever. Jordan had to defend and 
ensure its own national interests and the peace treaty with 
Israel is entirely a bilateral issue between the Kingdom and 
its neighbour. If Mr. Arafat or anyone else gets upset over 
it, all we can say is, tough luck. 

- If ahy^ing. some of the prousions in the peace treaty 


are so carefully drafted that there is not the .slightest 
suggestion, practically or otherwise, that the Kingdom was 
encroaching upon Palestinian rights or sought to negotiate 
on behalf of the Palestinian rights. Instances arc many: 
Jordan refused to discuss with Israel the Kingdom’s borders 
with Israel, and it excluded the Palestinian share of water in 
its agreement of water with the Jewish state (wonder why 
Jordan got only 215 million cubic metres of water while 
everyone was talking about 3T7 million cubic metres?). 
And Jordan also refused to consider the King Hussein 
Bridge as a point of access between tbe Kingdom and Israel 
anoe the western side of it is Palestinian territory and 
therefore cannot serve as a crossing between two other 
sovereign countries without the consent of the Palestinians. 

Of course, that does not negate the traditional rela- 
tionship between the peoples from the two banks of the 
River Jordan, and hence our concern over the course of the 
autonomy agreement. We stand to suffer as much as the 
Palestinians do In the event of things turning worse in the 
occupied territories. 

It is not too late for Mr. Arafat to correct the situation. 
The starting point, indeed, is shedding his autocratic way of 
raiing and delegation of authority and responsibility to 
people who know and can deliver. Then comes closer 
coordination with the Arab World, starting with Jordan. 
But coordination ^ould not remain limited to agreements 
and han^hakes. Tliere should Jpe a clear appreciation of 
the links that bind the two peoples and of Jordanian 
sincerity when it says it wants Mf ‘.Arafat to achieve success 
in his en^avours to reach the goal of independence. 


THE WEEK IN PRINT 


Israeli aggressive measures responsible 
for rise of violence in occupied territories 


Reviewed By Elia Nasrailah 


THE LOCAL Arabic 
dailies last week gave fo- 
cused OD the develoi>- 
ments in the occupi^ 
Palestinian lands, the 
peace process, Iraq and 
domestic issues. 

ARAFAT HUAZI, a 
columnist in Sawt Al 
Shaab daily, drew atten- 
tion to the danger inhe- 
rent in foraePs partition 
of the Ibxahimi Mosque 
in Hebron, saying that 
the move would under- 
mine the whole peace 
process between the 
Israelis and the Palesti- 
nians. The writer said 
that the partition consti- 
tutes and aggression on 
the Arabs and Muslims 
everywhere because the 
mosque is a sacred shrine 
for mem in general and 
the Palestinians in par- 
ticular. 

Not sufficing itself 
with planting Jewish 
communities inside the 
Arab city of Hebron, the 
Israeli government has 
now taken a very danger- 
ous step in the occupied 
dty by installing a Jewish 
synagogue in the Muslim 
shrine, said tbe writer.* 

Mahmoud Rimawi, a 
columnist in Al Ra'i, 
said that talking about 
resistance activities in- 
side the occupied lands 
as terrorist actions would 
do Israel any good, nor 
would the severe mea- 
sures which the Israelis 
are imposing on the 
Arab population follow- 
ing the resistance opera- 
tions. He said that Israel 
was eqjloiting tbe peace 
process through perpe- 
tuating the occupation of 
Arab territories, which 


has lasted for 27 years so 
far and is commiting 
practices that are not 
condusive to peace and 
stability. Only by ending 
the occupation and the 
presence of Jewish set- 
tlements can resistance 
operations end, and 
peace be established, he 
added. * 

Taher Al Adwan, said 
that the Jihad Al Islami’s 
latest resistance opera- 
tion in Gaza was a natu- 
ral reaction to the killing 
by Israeli agents of one 
of the Jihad Al Island's 
prominent figmes, Hani 
Abed. Tbe writer in Al 
Dustour said that Israel 
had earlier announced 
that it was plotting to get 
rid of the Isl amis ts lead- 
ers and it was natural for 
the Islamist groups to 
conclude that it was 
Israeli agents who mur- 
dered Mr. Abed. Under 
the Oslo agreement, said 
the writer, Israel has 
pledged to end Jewish 
settlements in the Gaza 
Strip but as the settlers 
stayed there, the resist- 
ance groups have the 
right to pursue their acti- 
vities. Should the Israelis 
persist in their present 
policies concenung the 
d^tment of the Palesti- 
nians and the maintain- 
ing of Jewish settle- 
ments, the chances of 
peace and security will 
remain grim. 

For every action there 
Is a more violent reac- 
tion, said Saleh Al Qal- 
iab, a writer in Al Dus- 
tour with reference to 
the rising level of vio- 
lence in the occupied ter- 
ritories. Tbe writer said 
that the, Israelis have in 


the past tried to stem 
resistance by murdering 
Arab leaders but the 
attempts were all in vain 
and the resistance in- 
creased in intensity. 
Through violence, Israel 
can never achieve peace 
and security for the Jew- 
ish communities and 
with tbe presence of Jew- 
ish settlements, acts of 
resistance are bound to 
continue, said Mr. Qai- 
iab. 

Tareq Masraweh, a 
columnist in Al Ra'i dai- 
ly, said that the peace 
process was bound to be 
delayed and obstructed 
largely because tbe Un- 
ited States is dragging its 
feet over tiie question of 
achieving peace between 
Sym and Israel. The 
writer said that by de- 
laying U.S. Secretary of 
State- Warren Christ- 
opher's visit to the re- 
gion to play a shuttle 
diplomacy between 
Damascus and Tel Aviv, 
Washington is delaying 
the contusion of a peace 
treaty between the two 
sides. 

While Israel and the 
United States are blam- 
ing the Syrians for the 
delay, everyone realises 
that it is Israel that is 
obstructing progress, be 
said. 

According to Fahd Al 
Fanek, a columnist in Al 
Ra'i, tbe Republicans' 
domination of the U.S. 
Congress would delay 
the peace process. The 
U.S. adimnistration is 
more likely to try to pur- 
sue tbe peace process in 
the Middle East but the 
Republican-dominated. 
Congress is likely to 
block this move so as to 
deprive the Democrats 


of any achievements, 
said the writer. On the 
whole, U.S. President 
Bill ClintOQ will from 
now on be in a realtiveiy 
weak position vis-a-vis 
the U.S. Congress. 

Samih Al Maaitah, a 
columnist in Al Dustour, 
addressed tbe challenges 
facing the Jordanian gov- 
ernment in the wake of 
the sigimg the peace 
treaty with Israel. 

_ Noting ^at the nego- 
tiations with the Israeli 
side were continuing 
over the implementation 
of the treaty's provi- 
sions, the writer said that 
Israel is most likely to 
exercise pressures on 
Jordan in a way that aims 
at securing the maximum 
advantages for the Jew- 
ish state. The writer said 
that the rapid normalisa- 
tion of relations between 
the two sides is not in 
favour of Jordan because 
at this stage the Zionists 
try to eroloit every move 
as quickly as possible 
and try to impe^ their 
hegemony on various 
aspects and sectors in 
Jordan. 

He said that the Joida- 
nians ou^t to show more 
interest m malntainipg tSie 
strongest pebble ties with 
the Palcsunians and to d r- 
fend tbe Palestinian en- 
deavours to end the occupa- 
tion as a priority preceding 
DormaKsatioD. 

Mohammad Kawash, a 

columnist in Al Dusted, 
tabled tbe siinatioa in tiie 
wake of Iraq's recognition 

Kuwait saying that the 
Unifed States was adamant 
in hs position and will con- 
tinue to place obstacles in 
the way of te nmnatinp the 
U.N. sanctions on tfaelraqi 
people de^te BagbdaPs 
total compliance witii 'the 
U.N. resolutions. The wri- 


ter said that Washington 
has its own interests to pro- 
tect and it believes that tbe 
sanctions would enable it to 
achieve that goal and en- 
sure continued oil flow 
from the Gulf region. But, 
the writer said, Baghdad 
has now won France and 
Russia to its side and 
c^)en^ a breach in tbe in- 
ternational coalition, uiilrii 
would eventually help end 
the embargo. 

Tareq Masareweh, paid 
tribute to Rusria for seek- 
ing to bring peace between 
Iraq and Kuwait and at the 
same tune ensure an end to 
the embargo on tiie Zia^ 
pe^le. The writer said that 
tiiougji Kuwait and other 
Gulf countries could still be 
adamant in their position, 
erne can count on Moscow 
to its cards well and 
convince tiie United States 
and the West of the need to 
ease tbe sanctions. 

Mr. Masarweh said that 
with the diange of heart in 
Moscow and Paris about 
the sanctions, Washington's 
hold on matters related to 
Iraq has obviously 
weakoied, espedally as the 
ei^ of the sanctions would 
bring about many advan- 
tages CD Russia. 

By lefnsing to end the 
embargo on tbe Iraqi peo- 
ple, despite Baghdad's 
^cn recognition of 
Kuwait, the United States 
has exposed its true face to 
the world, showing hs bos- 
tility towards the Arabs in 
general and determination 
to cause the demise of the 
popul^on, said Ibra- 
him AJ Absi, a columnist in 
Al Ra*i. The writer said 
that perhaps it is in 
Wa^iugton's interest to 
m ai n tein the sanctions but 
definitely it is not in the 
interest of the Kuwaitis and 
the other Gulf people to see 
the sanctions cansme the 
death of mnocent Itm peo- 
ple. 'The United States is 
trying to find new pretext 
for perpetaacing the sane- 


tions on Iraq but the Arab 
states ou£^t to counter this 
move and respond to the 
call of reason and save their 
kinsmen from extermina- 
tion. 

Another columnist 
echoed the call on the Arab 
states to end their embargo 
<Mi Iraq now t^t Baghdad 
s rcatfy for reconciliation 
after recognising Kuwait. 
Ahmad Dabbas, a writer in 
Sawt Al Shaab daily, said 
that Baghdad's compliance 
with tbe U.N. resolutions 
has 'pnompted Russia and 
France to move towards en- 
ding the sanctions. Perhaps 
Rusaa has its own reasons 
and is seeking to safeguard 
its own interests, but its 
moves are also benefi ting 
to the starving Iraqi people, said the 
writer. He said that the 
Arab states should take thw 
lead in ending tbe embargo, 
which has caused so much 
sufferings to their brothers 
and sisters. 

_ Mohammad Subeihi crit^ 
cis^ the government's de- 
cision for reducing customs 
duty tariffe on non-essential 
goods. The writer in Al 
Dustour said that the gov- 
ernment has reduced tariffs 
on goods consumed by tbe 
nch and not the poor who 

r L ^sbed that the prices 
of basic commodities would 
Jop. The writer said that 
foe majority of the Jorda- 
nian prople would not go 
hungry if the prices of 
cosmetics and artificial 
flowers and chestnut, re- 
mained high. 

^**othcr columnist 
echoed the same view, 
Myrag that the people had 
^®*\®** *be government 
would bring down the 
pnees of flour, sugar, raei- 
Md fuel. Samir Ifiyari 
that while the prices of 
* Duic comitiodities are 
oonunuing to rise, the gov- 
ernment chose to reduce 

foe pneu of non-essential 
8°pds ^ like nuts, snuffs^ 
o^mctics and other non- 
"*<=^SMry goods. 










tv 














JORDAN TIMES, SATURDAY, NOV] 




% 19, 1994 


ing 





frAtV<>i \}k:c 

ft)U : 

Jst-k " 
ihi! 

aW 'fcifh 2lir !ru; 
I' 1 ;ir*K . 

nKnit •" 'v. 

trlux:*) tt' >%:i’ 
ff ih.%«vi ^rlHkc r‘: *' 

vKk r.-. 

tUv , :•* 

^ iJ»v» »-•? ''••*- 
ftw* 

fvfK’r - •"- . 

Wk *.* 

littf arii-rV. 1*1 '.^ “ . 

' fi«: M' 1 

i i 

\hr \S-“ 

%ll±MiU »K'; 'i 1?:.1. 

fh^rt lr<' 

'X* r^-- ;■« • ■; 

vV^ Jj V. ^ 

. V? v: ■ 


•' * 


1 

« 

"* ' k 

• •• • • 

• • • \ 


•v' S 


•: 


\: V- 

. k 

•• • 

“ •-; 

' *»;:s;- 


f • 


• •— 7 l 




nsibl 


e 


ritoncs 





tlkSK tiW 




and 


(lim 

tti 





ih.# aitei 



A I*” a • 

A If « 4 > j 

51-J.H '• 



afirr ’.c. - 


AM! 



?*» 

ft??.- • • 



id ai tiw 


H ffVKl t*’ 

• • • • 

h* • T : ^ ' 

(■*..* •• 

W Itaqt 


« • 

4 


j *llU Hr 



• 


« 

and 

•\i 1 • ■ 


Va*- • 



Mil ihal 



\1 ! ' 

i 

. i-.l • ■ 


j . 


.? .*> ■ 1 . 

>ftSU & I ' 



■ « • A ■ ■ 

1 " •• 

n 

t : i-'*- ■ 

rfdra-* 

- a-- " ■ 

t. • •. 


■li.. " 

t !■>..«. ■ 


m 


4 

a‘Ti "-f 

fSlv 

i 

t.s.T - 

faitr I-' 

21. -. -V V 

• • » c 

• • • 

i4« 


in 

n -sfc - ' ■ 

• • 

% . 


4 


41 • ^ 

^ n- » 

B * 

>'* 



va ."i “ ‘ ' 

« • 


^ • * • 

• 4 


• At-* • 
< 


A • • - • •.*• 

u> fW 



•• • • 

• ^ ^ 


• • • ; V4- 




■ • 

“ • "*** 

: 


\ . '•- 


• 'A. 





r-l-r' 


Russia’s active Gulf policy predicated on concern for security of its ^backyard* 


By Victor Posavalyuk 

I THINK that Iraq’s deci- 
sion to reco^isc Kuwait 
and its sovereignty over its 
land summarises the con- 
clusions of this article whi^ 
I had prepared earlier in 
order to explain the initia- 
tive we launched during the 
recent crisis in the GiUf. 

Irak’s recognition of 
Kuwait, is part of a wider 
process, as 1 understand, 
and I think the swirl of 
reactions stirred by Iraq’s 
manoeuver near the 
Kuwaiti border have 
calmed now. Thus there 
appears a possibility to. and 
a need for, calm talk about 
what happened and what 
mi^t happen, as well as an 
end to fbe ongoing behind- 
the-scenes drama that 
started after Iraq occupied 
Kuwait in August of 1990. 

Russia’s actions, espe- 
cially the visit to Iraq by the 
Hist Deputy Foreign Minis- 
ter Igor Ivanov, and then 
Minister Andre Kozyrev 
himself, were met with im- 
me^ate, harsh and contra- 
dictory reactions. Amongst 
them there were many posi- 
tive reactions and some 
were hasty, and even ner- 
vous, comments, and at 
times outright criticism. I 
even heard jealous remarks 
astin^ bow Russia could 
have Its own initiatives. I 
am sure that these transient 
shades and scenes have, in 
general, become part of the 
the past. And instead of 
misunderstandings, the de- 
riie to interact and cooper- 
ate have resurfaced. 1 here 


refer to the Russian minis- 
ter who was all throu^ his 
tour in touch with his 
American counterpart as 
well as the foreign ministers 
of Britain. France, China 
and other superpowers. 

Let me start by Iraq’s 
latest manoeuvres. Ru^a 
had condemned them and 
expKcftly said in the 
statement issued by it that 
the threatening language of 
final warnings to Kuwait 
and other states was re- 
jected. 

I now move to talk about 
Moscow’s political metho- 
dology these days, especial- 
ly that its motives were in- 
terpreted in various forms 
that it is not nded out that 
these interpretations are 
untree and inconvenient in 
spirit. The most common of 
these inte^retations was 
the one claiming tiiat Mos- 
cow’s main priority was to 
have Bagh^d pay back 
debts to Moscow, estimated 
at several billion dollars. 
These billions were -discus- 
sed by one article after 
another addressed com- 
mentaries and commenta- 
tors. The issue was por- 
trayed as if Mr. Koz^v 
had headed towards Bagh- 
dad to get these billions in 
the shortest time possible. 

In my belief, diis was a 
superficial assumption ab- 
out the motives ^at made 
the Russian leadership and 
the minister to personally 
carry out his very compli- 
cated tour. The issue was 
more critical and sensitive. 
Russia is a superpower that 
shoulders the responsibility 


of security in this explosive 
area and areu geographi- 
cally close ot it. It Is not a 
remote area in the sense 
that we can allow ourselves 
to overlook political games 
happening in it. It is an area 
close to our southern bor- 
ders and the reverberations 
of events there are clearly 
felt in our political life, in- 
cluding the domestic one. 
Thus our main job was to 
guarantee secur^ by con- 
verting efforts into a politic- 
al race. I say more than 
that: During our long talks 
in Baghdad, we bad not 
discus^ the issue of debts 
because there were other 
inflammable issues that re- 
quired an immefiate solu- 
tion. 

It is natural that Iraq’s 
debts to Russia are some- 
thing tiiat is part of our 
national interests and we 
are not i^oring this issue 
and we will seek to guaran- 
tee circumstances that will 
ensure that Russia gets 
back money that was spent 
then. But that is not our 
main motive for the time 
being;. The base motive is 
to guarantee security and 
stability. And the existence 
of an expiorive confikt near 
.OUT borders is a direct barm 
for us. 

The superficial inter- 
pretation of our motives is 
clearly taking place as rela- 
tions between Russia and 
the Gulf states are being 
established and enhanced. 
This appears to be an 
equivalent to enhancing ties 
with Iraq and regaining the 
debts in the stage following 


the lifting of the sanctions. 
Here. I would like to men- 
tion that Moscow is now 
making comprehensive and 
detailed preparations for 
the tour by Prime Minister 
Victor Chernomerdin to the 
Gulf re^on soon. 

At this axis we have what 
we pride ourselves in and 
do not want to lose. But I 
do not want to have one of 
the two axis as an adversary 
to the other. If we talk 
about the future, Russia is a 
large country and thus it 
cares about ample openness 
to the promising and rich 
Gulf region. 

Now I will deal with the 
outcome of the visit. I am 
confident that no one will 
be able to prove to me that 
the results obtained by Mr. 
Kozyrev in Baghdad are not 
substantial. The official 
statement issued after the 
meeting with the Iraqi pres- 
ident included for the first 
time a subjea that was 
formulated in such clarity 
and officialdom about 
Iraq's readiness to resolve 
the question of recognising 
Kuwait’s sovereignty and 
borders in accordance with 
Security Coundl Resolu- 
tion 833 and in a positive 
way — and, I reiterate, in 
accordance with Resolution 
833. And there are no 
doubts by any objective 
analyst that this was a se- 
rious progress. Another 
thing is that li^ had to 
declare it offid^ly. But 
Russia has and will exert 
efforts in this field also. 
When we had finished coor- 
dinating the text of the joint 


statement, the radio and 
television stations in Bag- 
dad halted their broadcasts 
Md the Iraqis for the first 
time beard this clear formu- 
la expressing the readiness 
of their leadership to recog- 
nise Kuwait, which is an 
independent state and is not 
the IShh Iraqi province. 

Often a question shed- 
ding suspidon over Russia's 
attempts is asked: Do you 
trust Iraq when im- 
plementing your polides 
and what are your justifica- 
tions? I think the way the 
question is fonnulated is 
not right, meaning that con- 
fidence in politics is some- 
thing idealistic. If “confi- 
dence" was not supported 
by practical procedures as 
those which were carried 
out in Europe within the 
context of the Conference 
on Secarity and Coopera- 
tion. 

With regard to Iraq, the 
Security Coundl resolu- 
tioDS have, after the known 
inddents, placed it within 
very strict frameworks. 
And these are still fordng it 
to implement the series of 
resolutions, including those 
related to liquidating its 
military progr^mes, mass 
destrection weapons' and 
missiles, etc. ^thin this 
context, I believe that the 
tong-term monitoring is an 
effective and dependable 
method, espedally that It 
has been carried out at a 
large scale over the past few 
years by highly qualified 
international experts and 
that it utilises the most re- 
cent technologies. This 


monitoring should be cou- 
pled witii pressure on Ba^ 
dad (and Russia will be the 
first to apply it) concerning 
its reco^ition of Kuwait's 
independence and its inter- 
national borders. 

When discussing all that.. 
Russia does not talk about 
an immediate lifting of the 
sanctions. In this, there is 
an unintentional error or 
distortion of facts. Russia 
refers to the need to start 
operating the monitoring 
system (and 1 stress here 
that this system is not a 
present to Iraq, but a tradi- 
tional, firm procedure and 
one of the precise monitor- 
ing procedures on the way 
to the full implementation 
of the U.N. resolutions). 
We do not propose the en- 
ding of the sanctions, but 
the start of a testing period. 
After it ends, and in case 
that Ralph ]^us' commit- 
tee confirms that Baghdad 
fully and honestly abidK by 
the U.N. resolutions, the 
Security Coundl can com- 
mence debating Che issue of 
lifting the oil embargo, and 
not the sanctions. That 
means the distance ahead is 
still long. 

I would like to note that 
Mr. Ko^rev and his first 
deputy held intensive talks 
about tbe missing Kuwaitis. 
I have panidpated in nego- 
tiations held in Moscow 
with a Kuwaiti delegation 
that included people look- 
ing for misring relatives. 
One of the delegation’s 
members is looking for two 
of his brothers. Then it 
came to my mind that if I 


had. God forbid, lost two 
brothers, X would leave ev- 
erything else and knock on 
ail doors and destroy moun- 
tains so as to find them. 

I like, through Al Hayat 
newspaper, to inform all 
Kuwaitis that Russia will 
not neglect the issue and 
vriU, with all the determina- 
tion. discuss it with the Ira- 
qi government in an effon 
to explain the fate of those 
missing. We realise that this 
is a great humanitarian 
issue that touches the feel- 
ings of the Kuwaitis whose 
family ties occupy a prom- 
inent status. Igor Ivanov, 
the first deputy of the fore- 
ign minister, has offered 
assurances in this regard to 
Sheikh Salem Al Sabah. 
And 1 gratefully point to 
the fact that the Kuwaiti 
ride has on its part prom- 
ised to double its efforts in 
searching for Russian pris- 
oners of war in Afghanis- 
tan, and this is a very im- 
portant issue ibr us. 

I gave the minister and 
his assistants great impress- 
ions about the talks with 
King Fabd. the Emir of 
Kuwait and the President of 
tbe United Arab Emirates 
(and the important thing is 
that the talks were held on 
the eve of the visit by Mr. 
Chernomerdin). I believe 
that the meetings had 
shown development in the 
level of confidence the lead- 
ers of these powerful coun- 
tries have in Rusria and has 
illuminated the expanrion 
of our political dialogue and 
a rise in the interest of the 


Gulf Cooperation Council 
countries in Rusria. ] 

On our part, we show the 
highest concern about tbe 
re^on at ^1 levels, include 
ing security and defence. 
Relations in the latter do 
not develop at once; this is 
a very sensitive area. Buf 
Russia, as the nearest 
neighbour and closest 
marine superpower and 
permanent member of ch«{ 
Security Council, is in-{ 
creasingly interested in 
being one of the guarantors 
of security and stability ii{ 
the Gulf, 2 Uid if we look to 
the future, Iraq will be the 
most imponant element ir( 
that order. 

I 

In general, I say frankly 
that there are some who are; 
trying to ride tbe latesv 
wave of incidents about 
Iraq to plant in the Gul£ 
suspicions about Moscow’^ 
policy. 

I do not think they sue-] 
ceeded. Mr. Kozyrev’s tour 
of tbe three Gulf states has> 
convinced me that confi-! 
dence between Russia and; 
the Gulf states ts con-* 
tinuously growing, and as W. 
is often said, the caravan! 
goes on. 

• 

The writer is Russian! 
Pkiesident Speeial Envoy 
to tbe Middle East and: 
bead of tbe Middle East; 
and North Africa Depart-' 
ment at the Russian' 
Foreign Ministry. The- 
artide is translated from 
the London-based Al ■ 
Hayat newspaper. 


Kuwait’s ship builders 
mourn age of simplicity 


By Nigel Sequdra 
Reuter 

KUWAIT — A boat buil- 
der as old as tbe century is 
rdivmg his gloiy days to ^ 
to tea^ affluent Kuwaitis 
ab^a time when people 
sqr^l^ by manual labour. 

1^ stained white Arab 
rdbie''and skullcap, Ali 
Ab^ Rasul walks slowly 
around a dry dock from 
dawn to dusk, lovingly su- 
pervtring the repair of a 
tfliow he built half a century 
ago. 

"In tbe old days there 
was no money, but my 
heart was satisfied,” said 
die doyen of a proud boat- 
building community once 
economically vital to the 
small Gulf state. 

“Now i have money." 
said Mr. Abdul Rasul, in 
his mid-90s. "But these 
dam I think too much.” 

Fellow builder Saleh 
Mohammad Al Qallaf, 65, 
echoed hts nostalgia for a 
CQ^unal seafaring spirit 
built by decades of toil and 
but now eroded by easy ml 
weahh. "Everyone knew 
each other then,” be said. 
“Now I don’t even know 
my nei^bour." 

At an age when other 
men are firaiU Mr. Abdul 
Rasul last month began res- 


toring Fateh Al Khair, a 
stately 40-metre craft he 
buUt in 1937-8 that once 
carried cargoes of spices, 
dates and wood between 
the Golf, India and Africa. 

He is indulging a passion 
thwarted 40 years ago when 
Kuwait embarked upon an 
era of leisured super-wealth 
funded by oil in which his 
skills and those of hts mari- 
time colleagues, tbe eftow 
sailors and pearl-divers, be- 
came irrelevant. 

He has lived since then 
on building smaller fishing 
boats, and also, like many 
other boat builders, on wel- 
fare. 

Fateh Al Khair was 
bought by an Iranian 30 
years a^ when a rapidly 
developing Kuwait shed 
many of its dhows. 

It was spotted in Febru- 
ary in a decrepit state in a 
Dubai port researdier 
Yacoub Al Hajji of the 
Kuwait Foundation for Che 
Advancement of Science. 
Tbe. emir. Sheikh Jaber Al 
Ahmad Al Sabah, bought 
the vessel and . bad it re- 
turned to the emirate. 

"Tbunay^ A! Ghanim 
felt like his lost son had 
come back home,” said 
Abdul Rasul of Fateh Al 
Kahir’s former owner. 

The foundation is over- 


seeing tbe repairs, expected 
to take until the end of the 
year. The vessel will be 
mounted on a dry dock near 
parliament as pan of a 
museum display intended to 
teach present-day Kuwaitis 
about their maritime roots. 

Too old for manu^ work, 
Mr. Abdul Rasul perches, 
his wiry frame on a bench 
while directing a team of 
Indian carpenters. At his 
command they clamber 
over the mouldy timbers 
tending to rusted metal- 
work and implanting new 
reinforcements of Indian 
oak. 

Mr. Abdul Rasul pours 
team, gripping tbe tray like 
a vice with strong, meaty 
hands. He chinks modem 
workers are soft 

“It took two months to 
make Fateh Al Khair with 
our old' tools and no elec- 
.tridty, but we worked from 
sunrise to sunset without 
any breaks. Now, it will 
‘take veiy long, because 
they (workers) take too 
long,” he said, referring to 
the lunch bre^ and res- 
tricted hours stipulated by 
modem labour laws. 

The boat biuidecs made a 
range of vessels, 'creating 
“boom" and "baghla”, 
large ocean-going ships for 
India and Afflca trade, and 


“sanbouk” and “jaiboat” 
for pearl ffiving. 

Conversations with the 
small builders* community 
return constantly to the pre- 
otl era when work was hard 
and money short, but life 
was simpler, more vital and 
more satisf^g. 

“Because of oil, the mer- 
chants stopped paying us,” 
Hussain Youssef, who biiilt 
his last boat 27 years ago, 
smd at the boatbuilders’ 
seashore social club. “The 
people only wanted minia- 
ture boats, just CO oom- 
memorate their history.” 

They have not integrated 
easily into the modem eco- 
nomy. 

Many boatbuilders were 
too proud to take the gov- 
ernment jobs spawned by a 
growing bureaucracy and 
felt the practice of sa'ving an 
indmdual monthly sal^ to 
be alien to their tradition of 
^raring everything, includ- 
ing money, in the com- 
munity. 

Once respected as 
“siath” (professor) or “qal- 
laf’ (dhowbnilder), 
creators of complex vessels 
from unwritten, memorised 
plans handed down from 
father to son.*builders came 
in time to offered only 
lowly jobs as janitors and 
caretakers. 


13 killed, 200 wounded 
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(CiMtaied from page 1) 

that the shooting halted as 
pofioe returned to barracks 
and peoi^ went home to 
belatedly a curfew. 
It was dK first timePalesti- 
aian police opened fire 
direc tly at a ralestinian 
crowd since they assumed re- 
tponability for maintaining 
^der on the Strip and the 
west Bank town of Jeridio in 
May. 

“The bloodshed secs a very 
,ave precedent," warned 
yad Abu Amer, a politics 
“®urer at the West Bank 
wnveiaty of Bir Zeit. 

*Tc has shattered a taboo, 
tven both sdes want 

to avoid open conflict. There 
a a real datwr of dvil war. 

Bat^A ^airman Yasser 
An&'s i^kesman. Nabil 
Aon Radeuoa, cepeaced over 
w over again to journalists; 
don’t want a dvil war. 
want a dvil war.” 
“pie gap has widened dai- 
fy ootwi^ the fundamemal- 
^ who accuse Arafat of 
^chery and have kept 
Israelis and the 
‘^wnian leader who has a 
on power,” srid 

Arafat has also been 
®wer strong Xszaeli pressure 
on faardlin- 
^ nho have killed some ^ 
■prince May. 

1 -j . toil had risen to 
ovuiaiis and one polioe- 

nK»e than 200 
!J“ded, 10 of them poBce. 
said. 


In Damascus, Hamas 
warned the* "massacre" 
. would not m “unpunished.” 
The of^al Palestinian 
news agency WAFA re- 
ported that rioters shot the 
poUcemen. Wicnes^ saw 
many civilians carrying guns. 
1 WAFA quoted potioe, adio 
made several arrests, as 
accusing “outlaw elements, 
acting under orders from 
abioad,” of starting trouble. 
“HoldiM loudspeakers and 
canyingbanneis with aggres- 
sive slogans, they openra fire 
suddenly on some of the 
polioeinen.” 

Youngsters chanted at tbe 
security fiacoes; “These are 
sjries, these are Israelis.” 
After more than an hour of 
shooting around tbe mosque, 
the focus lifted to Gaza 
Oty *5 Shifa Hospital, where 
most of the injnx^ were tre- 
ated, and then spread across 
the city and beyond. 

At Sfaifa’s gates, hundreds 
of youths threw stones at 

g olice cars provoldug more 
re. witnesses smd. Three 
vehicles were damaged. 

“Arafat traitor, get out of 
Gaza, no peace with Jews," 
Aw ycllea. 

•fhe injured lay on the 
fioor of the ho^tal because 
of a shortage oz beds in the 
emergency ward. 

"This is worse than any- 
thing we saw during the in- 
tifa& under Israeli occupa- 
tion,” said on Shifa doctor 
who identified himself only as 
Kamsl. 

The hospital, whose main 


doors were daubed with 
blood, pat out an emergenqr 
appeal for donors. 

Rioters tore down a metal 
fence surrounding Gaza Chy 
jaO and police officers, ana 
threw stones ax the troops. 

Some 300 rioters also lob- 
bed rocks at Israeli soldiers 
manning a checkpoint out- 
side the Netzruim settlement, 
south of Gaza Gty. Tbe sol- 
diers fired in the air then 
withdrew and the rioters set 
fire to their post, witnesses 
said. 

In the southern town of 
Raf^, hundreds of Hamas 
supponers took to tbe streets 
.iJiotiring anti-Aralat slogans. 

They attacked a movie 
bouse, setting fire to parts of 
it and damaging seats. 

Security forces also sealed 
off streets leading to govern- 
ment buitefings and prevented 
vehicles from entering Gaza 
Qty. 

Hamas leaders bad urged 
followers and police to 
halt the bloodshed. 

Spokesman Mahmoud Al 
Tahhar urged poHce to stop 
firing and told Hamas youth 
to leave the area and stop 
throwing stones. 

Salab Safade, a Hamas 
leader, appealed at a mosqne 
rally in Gaza Ciqr to people 
to stop stoning poHoe. 

“We don’t want a massacre 
here to continue,” he said. 

Mr. Arafat summoned his 
top secarity aides, and aides 
said be blamed the fun- 
damentalists who oppose his 
peacemaking with I^ael for 
tbe bloodshed. At bis seasde 
headquarters, distant gunfire 


could be stin be heard in late 
afternoon. 

Sources said Mr. Arafat 
refused to impose a broad 
enrfew and gave orders to 
security chiefs to “act firmly, 
toug^y. and to re^jond sev- 
erely armed militants no 
matter what the results are.” 

FNA officials said acti'vists 
of the Hamas group pro- 
voked the clash at the mos- 
que. A police statement said 
police were fired on first. 

Tenrions have been buDd^ 
ing as a resuh of a series of 
smezde bombings and shoot- 
ing by Islamic militants 
aimed at Isracti targets. 

The bloodshed has 
threatened to freeze tbe ex- 
pansion of autonomy into the 
rest of the West Bank, and 
Mr. Arafat has cried to rezn- 
in the man fhndamentali^ 
group Hamas. 

“We warn these groups of 
thugs against attempts to 
hann the public safe^,” said 
a ^kesnian for Gazi Jabali, 
diief of police in the Gaza 
Strip where 800,000 Palesti- 
nians live. 

Some worshippers blamed 
Mr. Arafat's government. 

“This government must be 
finished, changed as soon as 
possible. All the people feel 
this w^*,” said Mahmoud 
Qassem, who was wound- 
ed in t^ left thigh. **It is 
worse than Israelis.” 

A Hamas activist smd tbe 
march was planned to be 
peaceful and was m solidarity 
with arrested members of the 
Islamic Jihad who .were 
rounded up by tbe PNA after 
attacks on I^aeli soldiers. 


Winter 
threatens 
survival 
in Kabul 

By Alistair Lyon 
Renter 

KABUL — Bicycles and 
carts laden wiffi sacks of 
flour, bundles of firewood 
or jerricans throng the main 
crossing ptmt Imking di- 
vided Kabul whenever 
fig^rting subades. 

These petty traders gri- 
mace as bullets crack out 
over the nearly Kabul Riv- 
er, but do not turn ba^. 
They pedal harder past die 
wrecked buildings and 
dirust crumpled bank notes 
into the hands of gunmen 
Mio exact at check- 
points along die tray. 

Opposition forces led by 
Gulbnddin Hekmatyar and 
General Abdul Rashid 
Dostum are blockading tbe 
north of tbe Afghan capital, 
which is held allies of 
President Burbanuddin 
Rabbani. 

But a trickle of goods still 
reaches government- 
oontrtdled areas thanks to 
the profits to be made from 
the desperate men li^^ng 
food and and fuel across the 
battle lines and the priv^ 
trucks tiiat sometimes bribe 
tbeir way into tbe dty. 

Foreign relief workers 
say conditions in Kabul 
couJd worsen sharply ^en 
winter snows replace au- 
tumn sunshine and make 
weakened people vulner- 
able to nonnally non-lethaJ 


“When it gets cold, peo- 
ple face a dunce be- 
tween freezing or starving,” 
smd Steve Mas^, the l!TS. 
director of Care Interna- 
tional in Kabul. “Or they 
could just leave and burst 
lalalah ad at tbc seams.” 

The U.N. High Comxnis- 
sioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR) says that in the 
past few weelu about 1,000 
people a day have been 
azrning from Kabul in the 
eastern dty of Jalalabad, 
where sprawling camps 
already bold about 2^,000 
displa^ people. 

This year’s bitter fi^iting 
has kSled 5,000 people, 
wounded 40,000 and forced 
over ^,000 to flee a c^t- 
al lack^ running^ water, 
electricity or sanitation, tbe 
UNHCR says. 

’T don’t expect a famine 
this winter, out couditions 
will be extremely 
said Ariane Curdy, a nutri- 
tionist worfciog for tbe In- 
ternational Conunitzee of 
the Red Cross (ICRC). 

“People are very dose to 
tbe edge. Some leave home 
in the morning not knowing 
what theyTl eat in tbe even- 
ing.” 

Ms. Cnrcfy said airveys 
carried out ttriier this year 
had shown that malnutri- 
tion was already on the rise 
among displaced people. 




• ' -b . 


An old man waits for handouts (AFP photo) 


peopli 
out re 


with young ^ils worse off 
than boys. 

No one exactly bow many 
le remmn in Kabul, 
relief workers say those 
vdio have stayed are mostly 
tile poorest caimot pay 
for transport out. 

“People have already 
sold their possessions. 
Many are borrowing money 
to survive and begging has 
become more important,” 
Ms. Curdy said. 

Tbe men carrying goods 
across the front fine keep 
SOToe for themselves before 
selling the rest, ^me scour 
shell-scarred ruins for 
woo(^ beams wtaiefa can 
be efa^ped up for fire- 
wood. Otbors sell prop er t y 
looted from abandoned 
homes. 

Markets are bustling in 
districts tiiat have escaped 


total devastation, but few 
Kabulis can afford what is 
available — the prices of 
flour and tfiesei have tri^ded 
in the past year. 

A 220-gram round of flat 
bread cost six Afghanis 
under the old communist 
government toppled by 
ulapiic guerrillas in Apnl 
1992. Now, a 150-gram por- 
tion costs 200 Albans. 

This is negligible in dollar 
terms, but public em- 
ployees earn only 40,000 
Afghanis ($11.50) a month, 
less than a quarter of the 
estimated sum needed-for a 
ftunily to survive. 

Uiider Mohammad Na- 
jibollah, the Moscow- 
backed ruler who held on to 
power for over three years 
after Soviet troops with- 
drew, government-rnn 
shops provided virtually 


free food to dvil servants, 
soldiers, widows and 
others. Many people bad 
access to food and fuel 
coupons and bakeries were 
faeavOy subsidised. 

These benefits have dis- 
appeared, although the 
government has tried to 
compensate by giving its 
employees catii bonuses. 

While penuxy thremens 
most people, there are 
enough newly lidi guerrilla 
commanders to sustain a 
market for expensive new 
four-wheel-driver vehides 
stolen in Paldstan and sold 
openly in Kabul. 

“There is a tiny stratum 
of people making an enor- 
mous amOimt of money out 
of this war and a large 
Stratum of people that has 
been nnpoveiished,” Mr. 
Masty smd. 
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Peace and anticipation of Israeli 
investment builds confidence at AFM 



By a Jordan Times Staff 
Reporter 

AMMAN — The Jordanian- 
Israeli peace treaty has in- 
duced a much-needed confi- 
dence to investors in the Am- 
man Financial Market 
(AFM), leading to higher tur-' 
.no vers and, more imponant- 
ly. a rise in stock prices in 
^dcipation of Israeli capital 
entering the market, brokers 
smd Friday. 

!The weekly report of the 
^FM said turnover rose to 
JD IS.l million last week, up 
I$9 per cent from the pre- 
vious week's JD 6.1 million. 

;The general share price in- 
dex ba^ on 60 major com- 
panies closed at J48.7 points, 
up 3.1 points or 2.2 per cent 
from the week's opening of 
14S.6 points, the repon said. 

I The index had gone' up to 
150.4 points in mid-week be- 
fore slipping, but the decline 
was natural because of “ad- 
Jii^ng deals" by speculators 
who sought short-term profit, 
brokers said. 

The industrial sector 
accounted for JD 8.2 million, 
OF 51.9 per cent, of last 
week's turnover, followed by 
commercial banks with ID 
4.3 million, or 27.1 per cent, 
th*e services sector with JD 
3.1 million, or 19.6 per cent, 
and insurance stock with JD 


200,(XX}, or 1.2 per cent. 

The separate commercial 
bank shares sector index rose 
by 3.7 points, or 2.3 per cent, 
the industrial index by 2.9 
points or 2.2 [wr cent, the 
services seaor index by 1.8 
points or 1.3 percent and the 
insurance stock index by 0.4 
points or 0.4 per cent. 

The AFM report said 5.2 
million shares changed hands 
during the week under 6,400 
contracts. 

Shares of 82 companies 
were traded during the week, 
with 63 of them gaining, 11 
losing and eight remaining 
stable. _ 

Brokers attributed upward 
swing in the market after 
several months of see-sawing 
to a general boost in investor 
confidence after the 
Jordanian-Lsraeli peace trea- 
ty was signed and ratified. 

"For the first two weeks 
after the signing of the treaty, 
investors maintained a very 
cautious approach," said a 
broker. “\^en the treaty 
was finally formalised (by the 
exchange of the documents of 
ratification on Nov. 10) they 
moved," added the broker, 
speaking on condition of 
anonymity under standing 
market guidelines. 

A firm indicator how the 
stock market could benefit 


immediately from the peace 
treaty came when AFM 
Director-General Omayya 
Touqan told a gathering of 
businessmen late last week 
that Israeli investors could 
enter the market under the 
present regulations governing 
foreign capital in the stock 
market. 

“Everybody knows that 
speculation in the stock mar- 
ket is a favourite means of 
investments for Israelis as is 
evidenced in the Tel Aviv 
bourse," noted the broker. 
“Given the avei^e daily 
volume of SlOO million in Tel 
Aviv, it is only natural that h 
even a small slice of it di- 
verted to Jordan will make a 
big difference to the AFM." 

Furthermore, noted the 
broker. Israel has introduced 
taxation on capital gains, in- 
dudrng profits made in the 
stock market. The Jordanian 
government is studying a 
similar measure but it is not 
expected to take effect soon. 
However, foreign investors 
are expected to be exempt 
from the proposed measure. 

Israel also taxes income 
gained outside, but at a lower 
rate of tax than on income 
derived within the country. 
As such, the Jordanian sto^ 
market is ideal for many 
Israeli speculators. 

Dr. Touqan was among the 
Jordanian officials on Thurs- 


day. It was an indication that 
the AFM is expecting Israeli 
investors to take an interest 
in Jordanian stocks and the 
authorities were paving the 
way for them by discussing 
the legd aspects of Israeli 
capital in the stock market. 

Also at play last week at 
the AFM was a trend among 
investors to a^uire shares 
and adopt positions ahead of 
figures to be released by 
many companies in Decem- 
ber. 

Influencing investors were 
also signs that Jordan had 
made a good presentation of 
its case at the Oct. 30-Nov. l 
economic summit in Casab- 
lanca, Morocco, and that the 
Kingdom could expect se- 
rious investor interest, the 
brokers said. 

The slow but steady fore- 
ign response to Jordan's 
appeal for debt relief is also 
influencing investors who 
take the move as the strong 
indication yet of a conviction 
that the Kingdom’s economy 
was turning around fast and 
could register a better than 
expected growth this year. 

Also helping the market 
were indications that rela- 
■tions between Jordan and the 
Palestine National Authority 
(PNA) in Gaza and Jericho 
could be on the way to im- 
provement after several 
months of uncertainty. 


Egypt sets new guidelines for dollar sales 


CAIRO (R) — The Central 
Bank of Egj^ has told com- 
merdai banks not to sell dol- 
lars to other banks without 
checking on the purpose of 
the sale, the deputy governor 
has said. 

“All the banks are to make 
sure that the application to 
buy is a genuine one," 
.Mohammad A1 Barbaii told 
Reuters, saying "genuine” 
induded financing imports 
and repaying debts, but not 
selling dollars to another 
bank for a marginal profit. 

Foreign exchange uealers 
in Cairo earlier this week die 
central b^k, anxious to pre- 
vent arbitraging between its 
own dollar rate and those of 


commercial banks, was 
asking questions before it 
sold its own dollars. 

The new guidelines, passed 
to commercial banks by tele- 
phone, go one step further 
and could be a device to 
prevent speculative sales of 
Egyptian pounds in anttdpa- 
tion of a devaluation. 

The Internationa] Monet- 
ary Fund (IMF) has been 
pressing the government to 
devalue the pound to stimu- 
late exports but the govern- 
ment has repeatedly said it 
has no intention of doing so. 

, Mr. Baibaii said the cen- 
tral bank was not interested 
in the transfer of ca{MtaI by 


individuals or companies. Tt 
is just between banks and 
baii^," be said. 

It was unclear how the 
central bank would enfora 
the guidelines in the Cairo 
foreign exchange market, 
which the government says 
operates soldy by supply and 
demand. 

Dealers said although the 
central bank had been selling 
small amounts of dollars 
sli^tiy cheaper than com- 
merd^ banks, many buyers 
did not bother to apply to the 
central bank because proce- 
dures were complicate and 
too many questions were 
asked. 


It was not immediately 
clear bow anyone could arbit- 
rage between rates offered 
two commercial banks. 

Dealers said the foreign 
exdiange was calm today de- 
qxte a slight fall in the doUar- 
rate over the past week. 

The dollar is selling at ab- 
out 3.4QS0 pounds. 

One dealer said the press- 
ures on the Egyptian pound 
always increased whenever 
government ministers sat 
down with representatives of 
the IMF. 

The next round of talks on 
Egypt's economic reform 
pro^mme is scheduled for 
the end of the month. 


Iranian deputies approve $ 136b plan 


TEHRAN (R) — Paiiiament 
has approv^ a $136 billion 
five-year plan for Iran after 
diluting, but not discarding, 
liberal reforms written into 
the draft presented by Presi- 
dent Akbar Hashemi Rahan- 
jani's government. 

The plan, approved after a 
second debate which started, 
last week, envisages S73 bil- 
lion in oil revenue and $27 
billion in non-oil exports be- 
tween March 21, 1995 and 
March 20, 2000. 

"The government wants to 
put some pressure on the 
economy t<xlay so that we 
would not face a national 
catastrophe in the future," 
chief government planner 


Massoud Rogbani Zanjani 
told Resalat newspaper, de- 
fending the price rises called 
for in the plan. 

Many of the dianges made 
in committees and through 
proposals from the parlia- 
ment floor were designed to 
confront foreign borrowing 
and limit subsidy cuts to 
cushion the impact of the 
reforms which have made in- 
flation a wide^read com- 
plaint. 

The most important price 
rise is a doubling of fuel 
prices for the first year of the 
plan and provisions for later 
rises. 

The government wanted an 


immediate quadrupling of 
fuel prices to generate tods 
for investing in oil produc- 
tion. 

**We insist that the amount 
of subsidies for basic goods 
such as rice and meat be set 
down now that we have voted 
to raise fuel prices and im- 
posed a tax on televiaon 
sets,” deputy Mohammad 
Qomi said on the last day of 
the debate. 

"There are sections of 
¥^ite-doUar and blue-collar, 
workers who cannot continue' 
living under preseat condi- 
tions with the inflation,” he 
said. 

A parliamentaiy commit- 


tee doubled the cash the plan 
allotted for import of subsi- 
dised staples to $1.25 bilJion a 
year. 

Inflation was'offidally set 
at 22 per cent in the last 
Iranian ended on Maunch 
20, but prices have smoe risen 
sharply, promoting the gov- 
ernment to laun^ an anti- 
profiteering drive last month. 

• 

The new {dan envisages an 
annual inflation rate ot 12.4 
and about the same growth in 
money supply, htoey suf^y 
growtii was one of the targets 
most seriously overshot in the 
first plan as a residt cMf a sharp 
devaluation of the riyal last 
year. 


Andy Capp 



Mutt*n*Jeff 


I KNOW IF I SAV; 
LET'S GO TOTHE 
MOUMTAlN^SvlE’LL 
SAY "NO. WE ARE 
GOING TO THE 

-I seashore.' - r' 


NO.' THIS 
YEAR WE'LL 
GO TO THE 
MOUNTAINS/ 






MUTT, DO YOU 
THINK THE 
MOUNTAIN AIR 
WILL' DISAGREE 

With me? . 


IT WOULDN T 

dare,M‘love, 

IT WOULDNT 
'S.. DARE.' . 







Merrill 


downward 


provided by Naser Nabulsi, private client group at, 
Merrill Lynch-Dubai. 

Ovwview 

Fundamental view: The Fed’s 75 basis point rate hike on 
Nov. 15 has boosted the dollar somewhat, but we are not 
convinced that the dollar's downtrend is over. U.S. exteiiuU 
borrowing requirements remain huge, at about $280 billon 
per year. With the U.S. economy stili strong and the yield 
cmrently still steep — indicating that monetary polir^ still 
not viewed as restrictive — foreign investors are still l^ly to 
be uncomfortable about investing in U.S. finaor'a! markets. 
Our U.S. economists expect morre Fed tightening ahead, 
and believe the Fed funds rate will be pust^ up to 6.25% 
higher by the second quarter of next year. Futures markets 
are more pessimistic, and are piidng in 3-month money rates 
of 7.4% by next Sei^rober. 

Eventually, Fed tightening should curb U.S. capital 
outflows and a dollar rally may develop, but we do not think 
the dollar is out of the woods yet. We continue to expect 
levesl like DM/USD 1.45 and JFY USD 92 over the next 
6-to-12 months. 

Tedmical view: The week ending Nov. 11 was still another 
reasonably go week for the U.S. dollar and, for the second 
week in a row, the ^eenback managed to gains against 
five of the six major currencies. Once again, only the 
Australian dollar managed to net gain versus its U.S. 
oounterpart. In the end, the U.S. dollar index rallied 0.7% 
for its ^rd strai^t weekly advance (and its axth gain in 
eight weeks). Last week's rally was the index’s best 
performance since late August Momentum remains at or 
near oversold readings and is attempting to improve; in fact, 
the July- August momentum lows continue to be the lows for 
the post-February dollar decline. 

Although there has been some recent deterioration, 
sentiment for the dollar versus the European conenctes 
remains overbought, while sentiment for the yen is now 
viewed as netuzal. 

The strenp;tfa of recent weeks may be sufficient to signal 
that a medium term rally is under way, with indicated 
resistance about 88.00 The long-term (post-February) down- 
trend remains intact, witii long term resistance in the 
89.000-91.000 ran^. The index has so far held suppm at 
84.90, but a deciave break of that level could well signal 
further weakness to below S3.(X) and perhaps a full test to 
the 1992 low near 78.(X). 

Japanese ym 

Fundamental view: The dollar bas strengthened only mod- 
estly against the yen despite the Fed's larger-tfaan-expected 
7S-basis point rate hike on Nov. IS and recent evidence that 
Japan's trade surplus continues to shrink gradually. The 
F^'s tilt toward a more restrictive stance could heh) support 
the dollar around its current level of JPY/USD> 98.4 a bit 
longer, but we think the need for massive dollar buying by 
the Bank of Japan (BOJ) and the Fed in recent weeks 
undeiscoies the lack of demand for U.S. assets by foreign 
investors. 

Japan's trade surplus continues to shrink, witii the surplus 
in Cictober down 15% to $9.3 billion. That trend should 
eventually help to support the dollar but the problem bas 
been with capital flows. Japan's private capital outflows — 
including short- and long-term c^tal — have shrunk even 
faster than the trade surplus in recent quarters, leaving it to 
the Bank of Japan mop up the excess supply of dollars. With 
Japan's economy continuing to recover, we do not expect 
any further ea^g from the Bank of Japan. 

However , the secbeduled appointment in December of a 
new BOJ governor who hails from Japan's afling banking 
indus^ has prompted speculation that iuterest rate will 
remaion low for longer. We continue to expect the dollar to 
weaken farther against the yen over the the next 6-to-12 
months, to as low as JFYAJSD even as the Fed continues to 
tighten monetary policy. 




THE BtTTER HALF. 


By Glasbergeri 





“Stop the foo(j fight! Tve got a 
pork chop in my sinuses!” 





Unscramble these four Jurr^les, 
one fener to each square, lo form 
four ordinary words. 


THAT 
<9 b] 


SCRAMBt^ WORD OAUE 


YANGO 







GEDDUR 








Now arrangG the circled leileis to 
fonn the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Print answer hare: THE 



Yesterday's 


(Answars tomorrow} 

Jumbles: FLAKE ELEGY CORRAL RITUAL 

Answer What the birds gave the nature lovers — 

A REAL trill 


Technical view: The Japanese yen fell 0.3% vereiis the U.S. 
dollar during the week ended Nov. 11. Sentiment contmues 
to deteriorate and is now viewed as neutral. D^ite the Ite 
that momentum only moved to TCUtrai from its pnor 
overbought rcadin^Sf there axe some initial si^ns of renewed 
strength. This wil have to be monitored closely in coming 
weeks. The underlying uptrend is still intact, and important 
support exists in the 1(X).S0-101.S0 'YAJ.S.$ ranK. Impor- 
tantresistance remains at 96.60-97-60; a break of that level 
would allow for a move through 93. 

Dcutscfaemailc 

Fundamental view: Following the sweeping Republican 
victoiy in U.S. mid-term elections, the Fed’s largeMhan- 
expected rate 75 basis point rate hike on Nov. 15 has helped 
the dollar recover to the DMAJSD 1.55 level. The Fed more 
aggressive stance may support the dollar in the near term, 
but we are convinced that the dollar uas bottomed yet from a 
longer-term perspective. America’s external borrovwg re- 
quiiements remain huge, but foreigners may continue to 
^un U.S. capital markets until they are convinced that 
interest rates are close to a peak. Futures markets aree 
pricing in a rise in U.S. short-term interest rates to nearly 
7.4% by next September, and foreigners investors arc not 
likely to be confident holders of U.S. financial a^ts until 
the yield curve is flatter and futures markets point to less 
need for ti^tening ahead. 

On the Carman adc, there is not expected to be a change 
in monetary policy any time in the next several quarters. 
Bundesbank offidals have made it clear that they consider 
dollar weakness to be a U.S. problem that should be dealt 
with by U.S. poli^, including interest rate hikes. 
ti^tening should eventually help the dollar rebound against 
the Deutschemark, but we expect the raOy to come from 
lower levels. We continue to expect the dollar to trade down 
to DM/USD 1.45 over the next six-to-12 months. 

Technical view: The Deutschemark dediued 1.0% against 
the U.S. dollar last week. Despite recent improvement, 
sentiment for the D-mark remains at overbought reading. 
Momentum bas been deteriorating since August, and ^ 
seems to have the potential to remain under pressure for the 
rest of the year, jthis suggests that the D-mark's underlying 
post-Febru^ uptrend is the process of forming a top; the 
ukeiihood of lower D-mark levels over the next three to rix 
montiis appears to be fairly good. 

Even so, a decline back throu^ at least 1.54 DM/U.S.S 
and more likely 1.60, still seems needed to actually reverae 
the uptrend and fully substantiate the action of momentum. 
Strong resistance remains at 1.48; the currency recently 
tested that level, and a penetration would allow for at least a 
challenge of 1.398. 

Against the yen, the D-mark fell 0.7% last week. 
Medium-term osdllators remain at overbought levels ai\d 
appear to be deteriorating, this su^ests a potential test of 
the lows of the loi^-term trading range. That range 
generates at 59-60, with resistance above 66.50. 


FORECAST FOR SATURDAY NOVEMBER 19, 1994 

By TTKxnas S. Person, Astr(A)ger. Carrel! fl/ghter FourKl^ion 
GENERAL TENDENCIES: into finding some new, modcra 


Sian this new week right by 
analysing and studying all that is 
practial and make your changes 
according so that you enjoy a 
greater raoont of effidency and 
productivity both at home and at 
work. 

Al^: (March 21 to April 19) 
■ Thu is not the day for woridly 
activities or interests but at the 
same time you-can oemsider your 
peisonal aims and make pro gr e ss 
m a plan to gain than. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Instead of seeking some new 
ways to have a more secure 
Structure to your life make sure 
that you consult with a very up to 
date proiniaent person. 


GEMINI: (May 2i to June 21) 
lislead of doing the same old 
dungs with your attachmeni try 
ont some advanced and unique 
means Iqr which to enjoy, youneif 
tiiis day. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
My 21) Don’t tiy to wow a 
partner by doing the same thing 
or make same plans over and 
owerby findoignew ways to reduce 
joint venture to a 

(July 22 to August 21) 
Don € gel involved in usual 
routine duties but you make the 

Hggest progress by aettiag out in 

the world and drteichig in fasci- 
nating outlets, 

VIRGO: (August 22 to Sqitem- 
ber 22) Make a point now to 
avoid eniertaininenl activities for 
they would disappoint and get 


ways to do your services belter. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to Oao- 
ber 22) Think about .what you 
can do to make your home liap- 
pier-and more oomfortable site at 
which to reside with care and go 
out to amusemeuis you enjoy. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) Don’t go to see 
persons or at conditions whidi 
are limiting or depressing but 
instead your home is most satis- 
faclory plans at furction. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 
to December 21) Whatever you 
have in mind to anend of a 
ma^al manner's best done 
during the coming weekdays ai^ 
now y(M can visit fascinaiiog 
oompankms. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Your own ideas are 
im good or likely to be produc- 
tive of good results but you have 
an adviser who is up on the 
current cooditiois who can be 
helpful. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
Febru^ 19) You can have some 
highly inspiied ideas how best to 
gam reur umsual objectives so 
go aner them aixl don't bang 
onto a depressing condition. 

I 

WBCES: (February 20 to Mardt 

5.® . persons and 
Krtodicals^ that are very up to 

in their views and plan your 
fature activities from them and 
oon t with a projea that stifOes 
you. 


BirthataMK oT Nonmben Topu-Tl^v’s Eye 


THE Daily Crossword 


1 Venus de 

5 AnmcMRiM 
9 Meal 

TaiypeoTiiig 

14 Csfsvansary 

15 Poet 

i6vUnOieioma 

novel 

19 PMel 

20 Tim 

21 Sesame and 
Baker 


24 Causeof 
ovef time 

25 Conve nto ntly 
iQnore 

32 mrtef^The 
Raven* 

33 Seasonal stamp 

34 Mteg^ 

35 Acquires 

36 BUl 

38 Rcbonal 
ptafttadon 

SfiPeishedeff 

40 Layer of paint 

41 Keemaabefcra 
Romans 

42 Uneiiracdve 

47 Moumain: pief. 

481hytMIB 

48 Obese 

53 Kemgttn's mSeu 

54 Righam bird 
ofeSd 

57 CMWarbaitte 
Bile 

80 Chunehiacess 

^ LfxBcofhalr 

62 LoreRaoiaong 


NmSaa 

64 MoWureieBa 

6 5 Bakery ilem 

DOWN 

1 llBCflpttita 
Bamalco 

2 Pumpiny 
maiariaJ 

3 JuviPonoeda 

4 

5 Omaki 

6 FloaiIngzDQ 


WM mhBSI 


■■■■■agnaai 




aam 


aaa 




7 Plattorm 

8 e Shame* 

9 Plywood leyw 

10 Adventefie 

11 DB.old8tyle 

12 ^_PorHm 
(IsgendBfvtang) 

14 Unars, old style 

17 CotLon fiber 

mesa 

18 Pianhslerln 
^llwTempear 


insIruiiMB 

23 atone 

25 Oiractor JosNia 
28 a customer 

27 Certain group 

28 Social roceptton 

29 and ruin 

30 Blood car^ 

31 Bmweryneed 
SBPaimlniK 

37 Ettiamaiion 
aSNMresM 
40Pieeei}f 
brto-a-tffBc 


sohed: 


BaeSLi □dqqd' 


Qt3Cl[3D Clinnn 



□□Q 


iHHSOdq □QaS 

IggpHisiSaBQl 

[□QQ 


2 S^'^itendOB 

44 Ineflaeiive 

45 Place 
45 Sign 

49 Hava fun 


® Raison d'^ 
^ Yucatan ifR 
® Sfyaouna 

59 
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over Russia seeks foothold in Gulf market 
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DUBAI (AFP) — Russia, 
<{oggied by economic difficul- 
ties at booie. hopes to carve 
out a place for itself in the 
lucrative Golf market during 
a dx-day vhat to the r^on by 
Prime hfinister \^tor Cher- 
nomyrdin starting Saturday. 

Mr - Chemomjrrdin will 
visit Samfi Arabia, Kuwait, 
the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) and Oman, on the 
fust offidai visit by a head of 
t fitrni the former 


eovemmen 
Soviet Unitm. 




The oil-ridi Gulf exerts a 
stTOTg attracdon for Rusria 
which has only a tiny share of 
Its m&rkct so far. 

i^ual imports by Arab 
Gulf monarchies — worth 
*50 trillion — come mainly 
from the United States, 
J^»n and Europe. 

-T**®,?**® principle aim of the 
visit IS '‘economic" rather' 
than political, according to a 
Koveitnnent spokesman in 
Moscow. 

The Russian delegadon. 


wfakb includes Energy Minis- 
ter Viktor ChafraimK as we& 
as senior foreign ministry, 
economic and miHtaiy indus- 
try officials, win oonoentrate 
on “eneigy and cooperation 
in railitaiy technology,” the 
spokesman said. 

Hundreds of thousands of 
nationals from the Common- 
wealth of Independent Stales 
(CIS), especi^ly Russians, 
are can^nng out a thriving 
unofficial tradip with several 
Arab Golf countries. 


Last year aronnd 400.000 
CIS nationals visited the 
UAE where they spent near- 
ly SI billion, mainly on elec- 
tronic equipment and lax- 
Tbe Russian news agency 
Interfax said Russia would 
sign trade and economic 
cooperation accords with 
Sandi Arabia, Oman and 
Kuwait during Mr. Cher- 
nomyrdin’s viat. 

Moscow also hopes to sell 
military equipment to Gulf 
leaders. 
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Dally Business Beat 


The ii^Iowiag h a new cdlnmn siimmaizsi^ SnanciaJ 
and ecmtomic news that appeared a day earlier in 
Jordan*s Arabic dailies. The news is compiled by our 
economic ediior Saiwtr Shafig Gharavi 

'fr'dr Heiice competition is raging among 44 candidates 
for 12 seats on the board of the Anuoan Chamber of 
Conraeice as the contestants continue their campaign 
to win votes. Ten incumbents are running for reeleo 
tion. The 44 contestants are mainly grouped in three 
blocs, each comprising 12 canchdates. The eight left 
are running as independents. Elections are to be held 
Monday, Dec.5, 1994 (Sawt AJ Shaab). . 

'fr/t Tafileh residents are complaining of high tomato 
prices, which reached 520 fils a kilogramme. Claiming 
that tomatoes were not readuug a wide sector of the 
peculation, Tafilees requested ue authorities to p^ 
vide the px^oduct to the people at a reasonable price 
before considering tomato exports to neighbouring 
states (A1 Ra’i) 

fVA* Qasem A1 Omari, director of mining at the 
National Resources Authority, told Petra, the Jordan 
News Agency, that the King^m had earned JD 439 
million in 19^ from mining raw minerals and the 
mining industry. He added that the value of-e^qwits of 
raw minerals and products of mining industries 
amounted to JD 259 million last year (A1 Ra’i). 

'(rir Industry and Trade h^nister Rima Khalaf will 
deliver a speech on “economic challenge in the 
coming era” on Sunday at 7:30 p.m. at F^adelphia 
Hotel. Dr. Khalaf will be speaking at the invitation of 
the Jordan Trade Asso^tion (^wt A1 Shaab). 

irie A Royal Decree has sanctioned a regulation 
under whidb prizes would be given yearly to exception- 
al exporters. Called “Ai Hussein Appreciative Pri 2 es 
for the Exceptional Export,” they would he given to 
any person or company t^t (1) develops national 
exports; (2) produces piwucts ttet can be exported to 
international markets, (3) improves the quality of 
national production by making it more competitive in 
outside markets; (4) pronmtes products or national 
services and mark^ them in new and non-traditional 
markets (Al Ra’i). 


fWr The Department of Land and Survey has collected 
JD 52,796,0^ in revenue during the mst ten months 
of this year. Ihe amount is five per cent more than the 
revenue during the same perit^ last year, when the 
amount was JD 50,460,632. According to the depart- 
ment's director genex^, revenues this year were 
steady and regular unlike the flow in 1993 when the 
revenues were highly fluctuating (Ad-Dustour). 

Akher Khabar, the Company that launched an 
afternoon newspaper a few mon^ ago, has invited 
the shareholders to an extraordinary general assembly' 
meeting, to be held Monday, Nov. 21, 1994. No details.' 
about the agenda for the meeting were given Ad- 
Dustour). 

fWV- 72 industrial companies are participating in atr 
exhibition organised by the Jordan Export Develop- 
ment and Commercial Centres Corporation. Products' 
on display at Amman International Exhibition include 
television sets, heating and air conditioning units 
refrigerators and washmg machines. Other electrical' 
industries are displaying products at the exhibition 
which will be open d^y until Nov. 21, 1994 Ad- 
Dustour). 

The market for used cars is reported to be in* 
tem{x>iaiy sta^ation as buyers insist on lower prices' 
while sellers insist that recent customs tariff 
changes were inapplicable because they (seUeis) had 
bou^t their cars at higher prices, h^y used cars 
traders said they bad not made a single deal since 
customs tariffs were amended. A general manag er for 
a haraj (used car market) said prices of used Japanese 
cars have gone down by 30 per cent while, prices of 
used American cars have gone down by 40 per cent 
after calculating the reduction in tariffs for the new 
cars. Many people, however, are also complaining that 
merchants are not abiding by the reduction in prices 
on car spare parts (Ad-Dustour). 

■irir The Department of l.and and Survey has recom- 
mended to Ae Prime Ministry an amendment to the 
law of real estate hypothecated against credit. Accord- 
ing to the proposal, an auction of the hypothecated 
property should not be opened for less ±an 50 per 
cent of the estimated value of the mortgaged real 
estate upon its seizure (Ad-Dustour). 


African frade bank formally begins 
operations, prefers good risks 


CAIRO (R) — The hew 
African Exp^-Import Bank 
(Afreximba^) fonn^y be- 
gan operations in Cairo 
Wedne^y and l^led itself 
as one of the keys to sttmulat- 
ing trade between /^riem 
countries and with the rest of 
the worid. 

Bat Afreximbank Presi- 
dent Christopher Edordn 
told reporters that African 
countries in dire straits would 
probably not be ehgible for 
loans for trade unless they 
could come up with some 
kind of structure fimndng 
arrangement. 

The bank, based on an idea 
from the African Develop- 
ment Bank, is owned by 23 
African states, 16 Afocan 
central h anks and 86 finan cial 
institutions in Africa and 


eisewbeie. 

It has authorised capital of 
$750 million, of whu± the 
founefing shareholders have 
so far subscribed about S490 
nuUion. • . 

’Its ahn is to" extend credit 
to African oqxirters, impor- 
ters of AfrK^ goods and 
African businesses which 
want to import goods for 
conversion into exports. 

Ill practice it started (^>era- 
tions in September but 
Wednesday was the day the 
bank brought in dignitaiies 
from across the oontmeut to 
see the ribbon cut at its lem- 
poraiy headquarters. 

Mr. Edonni said the bank 
has so for financed three 
transactions, all of them in 
African commodities. 

It lead-managed a 16-bank 


syndicated loan of $150 mD- 
lion, and itself lent $6.5 mil- 
lion, for pre-shipnlent fi- 
nance of cocoa purchases in 
an unnamed west African 
stale , , 

The tttms were 1.25 per 
cent above LIBOR plus com- 
mitment and management 
fees, Mr. Edordu said. 

It also participated in a 55 
motion French franc ($10.3 
million) loan for pre- 
shipment purdiase of cotton 
in a west African state. He 
again declined to name the 
oountry. 

The terms in this case were 
two per cent above the Paris 
Inter Bank Offered Rate, 
(PIBOR). Areximbank made 
its contribution in dollars but 
Mr. Edordu did not say how 
big it was. 
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FOR RENT 

Many apartments and \nllas 
furnished and unfurnished. 
We also have many listings of 
vinas, flats, and building lots 

FOR SALE 

Commercial and 
residential. 

R)T more details call: 

Abftoun RmI Estate 
Tel. 810405/010600 
010520 
Feu 810520 








SmiMOBUUO 

pfeofetsioaal Q^ty hi 
1 Hour Service 
D ev e l op yoor .ootoiif film at 
our ih^ and gec- 

• Jummo phaitm 
m M9 

Freer 

20 X 3Qnm 

m 

Opp. Grindtayu 
e: 60^ ' 
Swefieh tel: 823691 


J.ili.tl AmtuLiii - first cirrli.’ 
iipposiiL' Ik \n iMi; xss'i 

W \ 6542(15 


iiaMmished Fla 






Ihe Classiest Of 
The Classiest ! 


B Superior Hotel Services for 
BusUicssmcii & Families &-iis 

NeGrEsCo BaR 


® Good Drinks & 
Excellent Snacks 
©Open Noons ^ 
& Eveniifg.s " 




One and Bedeboma 

Reasonable Raxes For 
Short or Long Stay 

5tih. Cir£ 

674563 - 674551 


Deluxe Villas 
dc Apartm^ts 
in Amman 


'for funher details please call 




The Third transaction w^ '. 
S3 miltion towards a $15 mil- 7 
lion loan to a copper market-. ' 
ing board in southern Africa. 

Mr. Edordu said terms: 
would, vaiy ‘from country tO' 
country, and borrower to' 
borrower, with low-risk 
countries tike Egypt, Tunisia' 
and Morocco borrowing at- . 
0.7S per cent above LIBOR. • : 

In second-tier countries,;' 
the bank would lend “if we ' ' 
can develop suitable miti-'’ 
cants” such as stractured'*- 
finanemg, where the borrow- - 7 
er assigns part of its opera- 
tions to repay the loan. 

In ^e case of African . 
countries with bad repayment ! 
records or where the environ- 
ment was not fovourable to- 7 
wards trade, the new bank 
could help with adrice on . 
how to unblock trade or by. 
putting them in tooch with .. 
the secondary debt market, . 
he said. ; 

The bank is now arranging ^ 
a shipment of petroleum pro-> 
ducts into Rwanda by a« . 
Mauritian company on behalf*! 
-of an internanonal md agency 
working there, he add^. 

“So even in a country tike 
Rwanda you can finance 
•trade if you are imaginative,” 
Mr. Edordu said. 

frnmediately after the lann- 
diing ceremony Wednesday 
Afreximbank signed one 
agreement to cooperate with 
the Trade and Development 
Bank of the Preferential 
Trade Area (PTA) and one 
with Equator Bank on pre- 
shipment financing of miner- 
al exports in eastern and 
southern Africa. 

• 

Equator Bank is majority"* 
owTiM by the Hong Kong 
and Shanghai Banking Cor- 
poration (HSBC). 
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CHEN'S 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarrriouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

llongoUtQ terteque for 
Ltindi Friday only 
T«h 818214 

(fome and taste our ^ 
specialities 
Opra daily 12.*00 - 3:30 p.m. 
rJO - M^ght 
Condadoned M 


The first ft best 
Chintse Restaurant 
InJordifi 

fsf Qrcfe. Jabal Amman, near 
Ahkyyah Gitis Schooi 

Open daUy 12:U0-3:3O 

p.iU. 

7:00 — Afidmpt . 

r«i. ojoiif 


Q11NESE RESTAOmUfT 



Tefce anwmy is an nttmM m 

ShM AMiab Suaet 
Urn Ultmnah Carrmr ca l Cart9 

TeL: 881174 
.Oeulartcd 


I 
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MING-SHING 
Chinese Restaurant 

The Best Cot^ng, 

• Best Service, 

Best Atmosphere in Amman 
Deir Ghbar - American 
Embassy Str. near Baytuna 
Housing Estate 

Opofi from: 

12 nrron - 2r30 p.m 
6:30 - 11:30 pjn. 


n:ao pj 

L- 24/232 








Tfll.'6g25Q5. 691146 /£xL 116 
Fax:69908D , Wasfi Al-Tel SL 
Atxi Hat commoGial oenler 
Second floor 
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Sports 


1st Division Basketball Championship 

Hussein score vital win over Homentmen; 
Ahli, Orthodoxi continue unbeaten streak 


By AJeen Bannayan 

Speda] to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — AI Hussein 
scored their first win and 
took the initial step towards 
sequiiK their place in the 
Fiist Division Basketball 
Championship when they 
overcame Homentmen 67- 
54 Thursday and added a 
precious two points to their 
standings. 

In other matches, Al Ahli 
could only score a 96-69 win 
over Al Jalil — the titlehol- 
deis' hist win below the 100 
point mark — while Al 
Orthodoxi scored a big 107- 
59 victory over Al watani 
who will need to defeat AI 
Hussein Sunday in order to 
c^ecide which team will 
accompany Homentmen to 
the second division. 

Al Hussein’s win Sunday 

ended Homentmen's 

# 

chances of avoiding relega- 
tion after the team failed to 
spore the necessary mini- 
mum number of three wins. 
Nevertheless Homentmen 
might have easily scored 
their first win had their 
lineup been complete, as Al 
Hussein played their vwist 
n^atch and capitalised on 
their opponents ball- 


handling mistakes and indi- 
vidual play. 

Homentmen missed the 
efforts ofplaymaker Robert 
Chatmajian and Vasken 
Ajemian, both of whom 
would have been in- 
strumental in assisting their 
teammates score a face- 
saving win. 

Homentmen bad a bad 
start to the game as many 
key players and even their 
coach were not present at 
the st^ of the match since 
the Jordan Basketball Fed- 
eration (JBF) had recently 
announced the match 
would be held at 8 p.m., 
while the referees insisted 
that it begin at 7:30 accord- 
ing to the previous schedule 
announced at the beginning 
of the competition, llius 
players who had come early 
to watch the previous match 
formed the oiiginal lineup! 

Al Hussein took the lead 
early in the match at 16-9, 
but Sevan Sarkissian nar- 
rowed the gap to 19^15. 

However, Al Hussein 
again succeeded in wide- 
ning the gap 28-18 before 
Sarkissian and teammate 
^^cken Avakian managed 
to catch up at 28-24. 

Homentmen’s Avakian 


was the tern scorer in the 
second faaJfl as most bench 
players who represented his 
team in this match lacked 
the experience and were 
not effective, while Al Hus- 
sein easily scored through 
fast breaks taking advan- 
tage of many loose balls and 
intercepted passes. 

Al Hussein led 62-45 be- 
fore Homentmen managed 
to score in the final minutes 
ending the match with a 
13-point win for Al Hus- 
sein. 

In an earlier match, for- 
mer champions Al Oitbo- 
doxi tum^ up with only, 
seven key players against' 
Al Watani giving Mudar 
Barakat and Jack Koto a 
rest to heal their injuries 
before their important 
match against b'tleholders 
Al Ahli. 

Al Orthodoxi tried their 
full court press defence by 
which they took total con- 
trol of the match and ended 
the first half 52r21. 

AI Watani managed to 
better their score in the 
second half, but Al Ortho- 
doxi ended matoh with a 
107-59 

In Irbid, AI Jalil gave the 
titleholders a hard time be- 


fore losing 96-69. 

To everyone’s amaze- 
ment, scoring remained 
close throughout the first 
half as AI Ahli led 25-16 
before ending the first half 
with a mere 10-point win at 
43-33. 

Al Jalil managed to catch 
up early in the second half 
ara reduced the gap to 58- 
51! 

However, Al Ahli altered 
their style in the second half 
and bunt a fast lead at 76-58 
before sealing their fomth 
consecutive win. 

Al Ahli now lead the 
standing with eight points 
from four matches, fol- 
lewed by Al Jazireh. Al 
Orthodoxi and Al Jalil. 

The four teams seem set 
to maintain standings 


among the top. whUe Al 
Watani, Homentmen and 
Al Hussein are fighting to 
avoid relegation. 

Two teams will be rele- 
gated this season wUIe only 
one will be promoted ^m 
the second division reduc- 
ing the number of compet- 
ing teams to six as of the 
season, compared to 
the previous eight when two 
teams were relegated and 
two were promoted until 
1992. 

The JBF introduced the 
reduction of the number of 
teams in the 1993 season 
when two teams were rele- 
gated and only one was 
promoted, making the 
number of this year’s teams 
seven for the first and final 
time. 


STANDINGS 


w 


SF SA Pts. 


AhU 

Jaaireh 

Orthodoxi 

JalB 

Watani 

Homenlmai 

Hnssdn 


4 

4 

3 

4 

5 
5 
3 


4 

3 

3 

2 

1 


2 

4 

5 
2 


480 

333 

315 

324 

340 

225 

197 


216 

305 

170 

301 

467 

488 

267 


8 

7 

6 

6 

6 

5 

4 


'frOrthodoxi-Hussein have a postponed match. 


Olympians see television 
improving image of athletics 


YORK (R) — Two 
Olympic sprinters on Thurs- 
day lauded plans to televise 
nejet year’s Mobil Indoor 
Tr^k Field Greuit in the 
United States, saying it 
would raise long-overdue in- 
terest in the sport here. 

‘^It is time for us to take 
OUT place in the world of 
sports and this series of track 
meSets is the first stepping 
stone towards that,” said De- 
nns Nfitchell about the plans 
to broadcast five consecutive 
meiets through February, be- 
ginning with the famed MU- 
Irore Games here at Madison 
Square Garden February 3. 

IVGf^'en, the 1992'Olynipic 
bronze-'m^atist ~m the 100 
mebres, was joined by his 
01]^pic teammate Michael 


Johnson, a member of the 
^Id medal winning Amer- 
ican 4x100 relay team at a 
news conference. 

'’’Track and field will be on 
TV every weekend for a 
month and it will look like a 
big show and that is going to 
be make it attractive to the 
fans,” said Mitchell, has 
committed to running in 
tiiree of the events. 

“The sport is no where 
near close to reaching its fell 
potential. This will start to 
develop the fan base here to 
get track and field back on its 
feet,” Johnson said. 

It is iibnic.io Mit^eli.^t 
a like'^this is lieoess^ 
to show the Americaa -fans 
what the rest of the world has 
seen for a long time. 


Prolific Patriot passer poses problem 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
New England quarterback 
Drew Bledsoe has beoome an 
aerial force in American 
Football, throwing oppo- 
nents off balance by pasang 
his way into the record 
books. 

Bledsoe, the first choice in 
last year's National Football 
League (NFL) draft, has 
thrown for a league-best 
3,031 yards. He tossed a one- 
game record 70 passes last 
week, rallyuig the Patriots 
over Minnesota 26-20 in 
overtime. 

’Tt didn’t seem like so 
many,” said Bledsoe, udio 
completed 45 passes for a' 
temfl-recortT'^% -yards and 
three toudidowns. “We were 
going to throw until they 
forced os to do someti^g 


else and they never did.” 

In 10 games, Blesoe has 
completed 264 of 471 passes 
for 17 touchdowns am 18 
interceptions. six games 
remaining, Bledsoe could 
threaten the NFL single- 
season passing record of 
5,084 yaiw set by Dan Mari- 
no in 1984. 

Endurance is not a worry 
for Bledsoe, even after TO 
passes in one game. 

“My arm doesn’t feel that 
bad. It's doing OK,” he said 
Thursday. “It's a lot easier 
when you are completing 
them. We thought we could 
get them tired on defense and 
now that's a weapon we can 
use against other' teams.’! 

Exp^ Bledsoe to fiU the 
skies 'agais tins week whien' 
the Patriots (4-6) host San 


Diego, which bad the NFL's 
worst pass defense last sea- 
son. The Chargers (8-2) now 
share the NFL’s t(^ record 
with Dallas, San Francisco 
and Geveland but have only 
one triumph over a contend- 
ing dub. 

‘Tve never seen a quarter- 
back throw that many times. 
I ^dn’t think it was possi- 
ble,” San Diego defender 
Shawn Lee said “It's truly 
amazmg. And OUT defence: is 
a lot M^esota's. But if 
he throws 70 again this week, 
I guarantee at least one in- 
terception.” 


Baseball 
strike talks 
resume 

HERNDON, Vnpnia (i^) 
— Striking U.S. Major 
League Baseball players re- 
ceived a 102-page contract 
proposals from owners that 
calls for a ’Tax" on revenues 
and payrolls. It was manage- 
ment’s first new offer since 
June .14. - 

In a windowless conference 
room at a hotel in suburban 
Was^gton, the two sides 
met togedier for four hours 
Thurs^y. Players left the 
meeting carrying blue folders 
containing copies of die prop- 
osal. 

Neither side would reveal 
details of the offer, and the 
players said they wanted to 
read the entire proposal be- 
fore the commenting. 

“They did not go over it 
{Nge-by-page. They summa- 
rise it,” Union Executive 
Mark Belanger said. 

Added Kansas Gty pitcher 
David Cone: “We've got to 
read it. Talk to our econom- 
ists about it and see what its 
impact would be. There are 
some guys who probably 
won’t get much sleep 
tonight.” 

No one from management 
made himself available for 
comment. 

“I will not characterise the 
discussions today, other than 
to say we're h^ discussing 
the issues,” said mediator W. 
J. Usery, appointed by Presi- 
dent Cfinton. “We’d all like 
an agreement and both ddes 
are woriring hard to get one.” 

The players were pessimis- 
tic before the session, and 
Cone said bargaining was in- 
tense. 

Owners are trying to bar- 
gain for an econmnm system 
that will help struggling 
anall-maiket teams compete 
on a somewhat equal finan- 
cial basis. Owners have 
shelved their earlier propos- 
al, which guaranteed players 
half of aU revenues in ex- 
change for a cap on team 
salaries. 

Players went out on strike 
Auguk 12 to protest the own- 
ers desire to unpose a salary 
cap. The owners retaliated a 
month later by cancelling the 
season and the diampio^ip 
World Series whidi had been 
played every year since 1904. 




-Aqaba skiing competition concludM 

^amarina Hotel. Fifty four 
Bdgium, Fiance, Britain. Germany, HoBand, 
mid Jbrian in the championship sanctioned by the Interna^ 

tional Skiing Federation. 

Europe's Sprint queen l_ochsong retiring 

LONDON (R) — European champion 
Lochsong is to be retired. Trmner Ian ^lAn^^d ^ I 
mare returned from the Breeder 
injury. Lochsong finished last in 
donunated the European sprint scene for the past two yean 

when ste wm unbeatable over five furlongs. 

Papin in new injury agony 

MUNICH (AFP) — Bayern Munich’s French 
Jean-Piene Papin was hit by new injury agony here Fn^y 
when he broke a bone in his left h^d in training. ^ 
injury, which has already been operated 
out of Saturday’s Bundesliga match with ^ 

former AC Milan player returned to acnon ^ 

substitute after a prolong knee injury “ “ i 

goal of the season for his new club a^mst Schalke 

France rocked by new soccer scandal 

PARIS (AFP) — France was rocked by a new footb^ 
scandal here Friday ^cn Francis Borelli, president of 
division side Cannes, was accused of finanaal fraud. Tite 
charges date back to when Borelli was president of rcignmg 
■champions Paris Saint Germain, a post he took up in lw8 
and which he held during the glory years that the ^ 
win the French Cup in 1982 and 1983 and lift 
league title in 1986. Borelli became president at ^nnes m 
1992. T season Olympique Marseille, the 1993 European 
Champions, were relegated to the second division and 
stripped of their 1992/93 French title following a match- 
rigging scandal. 

Bonaly, Kwan trail in French Trophy skating 

LYON (AP) — Marie-Pierre Leray of France took the lead 
after the women's short programme Thursday of the 
French Trophy International Figure Skating Comjterition. 
The French Trophy is a new event in France this yctu, 
replacing the Lalique Trophy which lost its competition 
status after a feud with the F^nch Skating Federation over 
television rights. Favourites Surya Bonaly of France and 
Scheie Kwan of the United States followed. Bonaly, tbe: 
four-time European champion, fell on a triple Lutz and put 
her hand down on a double axel jump. Kwan. the 
14-year-old who is the cop American hope this year, was 
foiuth. 

Saudi Arabia captures Gulf Cup 

ABU DHABI (AP) — Saudi Arabia clinched the Gulf Cup | 
soccer diampionship for the first time in the tournament's j 
24-year history after outsmarting Kuwait for a 2-0 win in 
their final mat^. The Saudis finished with nine points from 
five matches, second place was host team United Arab 
Emirates, who defeated winless Oman 2-0 in the tourna- 
ment's la^ match, and ended with eight points. The Arab 
World's premier soccer tournament, teld every other year. } 
began in 1970. It is held in round-robin format. 




Under The Patronage of His Majesty King Hussein 
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DON’T READ THIS 

I've helped my sister to lose weight. 

If you want me to help you 
Just call 648626 



The First Middle East International 

Education Exhibition 

Amman - Jordan 
World Class Education 

World Wide Reputadm ^^ 

Prestigious International & Jordanian Universiti^, 
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Mdbres University 
J 'Ff ornU.k. 
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|U, Ravvdat Al-Ma'aref Schools & College 

From Jordan 


For More Information Contact The Public Relations Office 
Te lephone {9626 ) 828949/50/5 1 /5 2/5 3 Fa x ( 962 6 ; 8 2 8454 

P.O. Box 676 Khalda- Jordan 
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Furnished Studio For Rent 
WeD Ecpiipped 
Location: Abdoun 

For more information please call Ms. 

Norma Banayan 
Tel: 810592 


^icrc^^cd Lippli/aiiN >noUiO rc^pona withccniiuence 10: 

P. Environmental. Box 926871, 

Amman 1 ! i i 0 Jordan 


When pieparing to visit or lour JonjanTrylidM 




The More You 
The More You Know ! 











New Vouch&r Plan 
w it’s mors wthin your reach: 

Lunch : JD B:00(+) JD 10dl0(+) Fish JD 12:00(+) 
Dinner : JD 8:0Q(++) JD 10:00(++) Fish JD IZiOlH-Hi) 

Sweifiveh - 863944 






Under the Patronage of his ExceUena- Mr. Ahmad Obeidat 

JORDAN ENVIRONMENT SOCIETY 
FTtEDDY FOR MUSIC 

Present 

SUMER CHAMBER MUSIC ENSEMBLE 

J 

fl 

Tuesday, 22 NoTember 1994 - 7:30 p.m. Th« Royal Cultural 
Center - Alain Xlteaim 

Program Includes Compositloiis by Vivaldi. J.S. Bach, 
WA. Mozar^Beethoven. Chopin and others 

Ticket Price 7 JJ). 


Tlduni m avalUdc bom 

• Tbe Royal Cuhond CeiUcr 

• Jordan Enr tr Q uu ma Sodety 
ft Fnd^y f!nr Mask 


Td, 501036 
Td.WiM 
Td. 692696 



FOR SALE 

places md villas with different spaces are f, 

^ JD 200.&" 

Also available furnished and unfi imich.... -n 
and apartments for rent vi'ls 

Please con tact Wallas Real Estate * 

Mecca Sbeet, Jabber Centre^ ^ 
Tel.: 865336 



4 Star hotel project 

•ovtt or Ammi 

fcf ground floor of abo 
and first floor of the same 
©xtsting. ® 

All papers and licence for 7 n .. 
ready. 

Telephone 88405s — p 
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Chris Webber, last season's 
NadoDal Basketball Assoda- 
tton rookie of the year, was 


-"SK traded to 

BuUets 

, ^">^4 WASHINGTON (AFP) — 

M tochftnn#^ Chris Webber, last season's 

evensong retjfj. National Basketball Assoda- 

Ehro^en .hani,„.,e, ^ tion rookie ^ Ac jw, was 

« retired «ia»Wi i^., u traded from Goto Statee to 

mam ihr P.tTulr,- ’ -'"S vITJ Wash^on Thurad^ for 

V”' i’--« u : ' ^ Bull^. who have not 

tnlurv decade, have strengthened 

m ^ Ijoeup wiA Webber. 

) -• ilev<ftt Mur.jih -, s . The cost *was team captain 
(Mdilki(b« iirw \y i 5 >. Gugliotta plus first-round 

t SauK m Hi*- l<-fi hA-.ii', '■ ' dnm pidts in 1996, 1998 and 

a famaft hv<n 2000 . 





^ Rwdhi^ la%T 
iVipMA M 







ih-, s,_ . The cost ‘was team captain 
f\ .^r.- .. t *5“** Gugliotta plus first-round 
'i dnS pidts in 1996, 1998 and 

>.2000. • 





liv b« new 4h»h ward.hfafoiro 

■ Ihe University of Michigan. 

<•4 n*w soccer sr,.., ^ 

f 5C8|^jjjj sign ed 1994 draft pick before 

f rmKV fiKkr.? .... . dosing a deal wiA the Bullets 

av vdien iVi: ^ _ 

m what IlitrcHt * > pan*®* 5.1 rebounds and 3.5 



ddliRiw fh4r 


Im. •' " ••'■• Webber took advantage of 
^'****^ r*‘ ■‘‘••r"*: j: escape clause to renegoti- 

‘* **?yy *! '■< -'<• '•'•■•E^'sie Wis-yeer, J24 million 

r contract and was a holdout 

freiwn Siiir (. 1 !:,.^-^^. ^ season until dgning a 

12-year, $73.14 million deal 

%flM In Fr*nch T rophy skatini ^^SS^and Webter will 

^ joiD the team Saturday for a 
4arw n«TT I r»a\ iM I Jivirt,- nnctice sesaon before play- 

**^_^*^L ^*^'*^**"**^'^ their first NBA game 

iRtorttammAl ^igUI^ Skjjm.- i. togctiier Saturday night vAen 
9 hy «» a «w event \ :hs';^*c BiiHets host the Boston 

Tw^v whuh I.«v: Celtics. 

|«iA Ae r«ihh Sk.n;:-,f. : Howard averaged 15.3 

Fav«int«v Sun a Bo:r.;.\ Vr 'l. ^ 


«lt; ami i‘3S 


Seattle SupersonksGaty Payton (right) collides with New 

Mney Nets KcBBy Andersra durine tbeir Ndv. 15 w*nt 4 *h 
(AFP photo) 

NBA basketball results from Thursday: 

% 

New Jersey 111 , Washington 103 
Charlotte 99, L.A. C^pera 83 
Honstoo 106, (Hiicago 83 
Dallas 96, Saoumoilo 94 
Detroit 94, Denver 92 
Clevelaiid 81, Portfamd 80 
Golden State 109, New York 100. 


points and 7.S rebounds a 
game in Aree college sea- 
sons. Terms of his contract 
were not released, but the 


prospect of {laying alongside 
Howard was key to bringing 
Webber to Ae nation's capi- 
tol. 


ravwmwv Mirva — 

accused of inciting violence 

^ 'MjWC avrl l •. . Kij; ^aTTCMnC ATPP.9 — A “Xifaradnna ic a m^na/v» ** n»nnrt with Af» >! 


V AIRES (R) - A 
M tne ^mcTivaj v . ^ a junior soccer 

• ^ ^ tM ^ wm official Thuisday ac- 

iMl 0l^ltUr9E Guff Cup cased former superstar Diego 

Maradona of aggresuon and 
Swkh AS 4b: J J-rOwj calling fens to attack Aem 
Ihr firii tiir.r , L.-ja* when hfe Struggling team was 


dH#f Kv.u.: ■ 

TNe SwriB fmwjH’d w . : ‘ 
^cond pinsT w»v tv**: ‘r 

4lNlra w»lh rijj'-r 
vacati tonr^airwni. hr 
it tt hold m t. ‘- 


losisg a match. 

■v-':-::: Referee Angel Sanchez 
ti told Si local raAo station 
rc Miindaia, who coachs Man- 
'> sz diya- in Argentina’s Cor- 
' :'^\h nesMi^iSrovince, that Mara- 
- : draavdnsed him into the 

dofflf^poms and kicked 

lui^mMfter his team lost 


“Maradona is a menace,” 
Grondona protested. 

“Had it not been for Man- 
Ayu’s president, who acted 
like a gentlemen, I don't 
know v^eAer X would have 
made it out of Ae field 
alive," he added. 

“He is constantly inciting 
to violence. He is a challenge 
to security in any stadium." 
added Grondona. 

Referee Sanchez, who 


,Z-I‘B^H8ependrenic. 

I Ipdependiente’s vice- 

a Hector Grondona said 

w^RWSIO » or "88 5hom^ ^nsu\ts ax 

KtfbatinnMl ^ during the game and 

uged Mandiyu fans to attack 

iWftiwn: Abdoun ^ 

■SSSTJ!”" “‘Georgia 1 

Tot: ainsss .... 


i him into the gave Indepenieme a penalty, 
□ms and kicked agreed, saying, “even worse 
er his team Iwt — Aan that were Maradona’s 
xndfente. remarks at a news conference 

diente’s vice- inciting Ae people of Cor- 
tor Grondona said rientes to jmn ranks for bai- 
houted insults at tie." 

the game and This could be a prelude to 
iyu fans to attack soccer violence, said San- 
chez, adding he has filed a 


report wiA Ae .^A. 

The controversial Marado- 
na has accused the Grondo- 
nas of ‘'trying to send Man- 
Ayu to the second diviaon by 
decree.” 

ManAyu is at the bottom 
of the Argentine cham- 
pioittbip, having foiled to win 
a single one of the 12 matches 
played so for. 

Maradona's presence 
foiled to inject any stamina 
into Ae team — of the seven 
he has coaAed, Mandiyu lost 
four and drew Aree. 

The 34-year-oId ex-star has 
repeatedly accused Ae AFA 
chief of not coming to his 
support when he was expel- 
led from U.S. World Cup 
Aials earlier Ais year after 
foiling a drugs test. 


Pierce ousts Graf at Slims Championships 


NEW YORK (R) — Maiy 
Pierce pounded winners from 
boA sides to blast her way 
past top-seeded Steffi Graf 
6-4, 6-4 Thursday and claim a 
spot in Ae semifinals of Ae 
se^n-enAng S3.5 million 
Virginia Slims Cham- 
pionships. 

The fifth-seeded Pierce, 
who showed Graf 6-2, 6-2 in 
the semifinals of this year’s 
French Open, pounc^ on 
her latest opportunity against 
Ae world number one wiA 
relish, cuAng down Ae slug- 
I ^h German wiA an all-out 
assault from Ae baseline. 

I 

I Graf, who looked pale and 
slow as she played her second 
match since being sidelined 
nine weeks for a back ail- 
ment, fought valiantly but 
could not withstand the fire 
behind Ae Frenchwomen’s 
sizzling groundstrokes. 

‘T was really at on court," 
said Pierce, who raised her 
aims in triumph and yelled, 
“yes’* to Ae Aeeiing MaA- 
SOD Square Garden crowd 
after her one-hour, 29- 
mizmte victory." I was bitting 
out on everything and 1 bad 
all my shots working." 

.inerce vrill meet Ae winner 
of Ae quarter-find between 
fourth Jana Novotna of 
the Czech Republic and 
seventh-seeded American 
Lindsay Davenport. 

Pierce used her power to 
overcome an inconsistent 
first-round performance 
against SouA African Aman- 
da Coetzer in which she 
sprayed 49 unforced efforts in 
a tbiee-sei victory. 

Against Graf, Pierce’s 
drives were p i n poi n t. 

Graf, whose season went 
downhill after winning Ae 
Australian Open, gave neroe 
credit raAer Aan blame her 
own lack of match fiimess. 

“X think she was extremely 
solid. She Adn’t malm many 
misiakes and she was going 
for Aots, taking risks,’’ said 
Graf, who foiled to success- 
fully defend her titles this 
year at Ae French, Wimble- 
don and U.S. Cham- 
pions!^, and now here at 
Ae Slims final. 

“My back has been fine, 
much better Aan I expeaed 
it to be, “Graf said. “I ex- 
pected to play bener. 

“Pm really disappointed in 
the way 1 played." 

A lone service break in Ae 
sevenA game, when Pierce 
took advantage of Grafs in- 
viting second serves, gave Ae 
Frenchwoman her winning 
margin in Ae first set, which 
she ended wiA an emphatic 



KL 

Michael Chang 
ace. 

Pierce looked to be on a 
roll when she began the 
second set by breakmg Graf 
at 15, wiA Aree of her points 
coming on service return win- 
ners. 

But Graf revived, and 
broke right back at love. 

Herce survived two break 
points in the fouiA game and 
stay^ out of trouble wiA a 
brilliant pAnt at deuce in Ae 
sixA game when, wiA a 
lunge, she turned a whistling 
badAand Aat seemed a sure 
Graf winner into a delicate 
cross court drop volley. 

Graf succumbed to Pierce's 
pressure in the ranA game 
and lost her serve at love to 
trml 4-5 and leave Ae door 
open for Pierce to serve out 
Ae match. 

“T was happy with my 
whole game tonight," enA- 
used Pierce, who has reaAed 
five finals Ais year — at least 
one on eveiy surface — but is 
wiAout a tournament title. 

Sampras ontlasts Edberg, 
Agassi advances 

In Frankfurt top-ranked 
Pete Sampras rallied from a 
set a down to defeat Stefan 
Edberg Thursday and stay 
afive at Ae IBM/ ATP Tour 
World Championship, while 
Andre Agassi bec^e Ae 
first to advance to Ae semi- * 
finals by beating Michael 
Chaog. 

Sampras beat Edberg 4-6, 
6-3, 7-6 (7-3), while Agassi 
raised his record to 2-0 wiA a 
6-4, 6-4 victoiy over .Ac fel- . 
low American. 

In Ae last match Se^Bm- 
guera faced fellow Spaniard 
Alberto Bera^tegui. 

If Bruguera wins, be will 
join Agassi in Ae semifinals. 

“It's great to get in to Ae 


Georgia humiliate Wales in European qualifier 


LONDON (AP) — Wales 

_ • - ——--«>flcred Ac most humiliating 

joc cer defeat in its history 

gnqimgg BUMfmj ' t^^^ iesday. losing 5-0 to 

entrant (je 

j^wSfying for tire 1996 &iio- 

**T Tjie loss, ooupl^ with a 

defeat last month in 
BOtto former Soviet Rc- 
‘ '’^'iiUic, Moldova, all but 
loied Ae door on Wei A 

H IeAVIRONNU N i qualifying for the 

.if . 1 . mis. Though it's still early 

HIK Ml 1 pie tournament. Wales 

rast play four of its seven 




UAMBUt Ml Ml I 


Ataining games against 
r iwp favorites Germany and 

N'l 'iKf 

“The players and myself 


are ashamed," Wales mana- 
ger Mike Smith said. “We 
should have done a lot better 
Aan Aac. How can I sum up 
a game like Aat? Hiey were 
for better Aan us." 

In numerical terms, it was 
Wales' biggest defeat since a 
6-1 loss to France in 1953. 
Georgia, which is playing in 
Ae Europeans for the first 
time since gaining independ- 
ence, scored its first go^ and 
earned its first points in Ae 
competition. The team pre- 
viously lost to Moldova and 
Bulgaria. 

Although Smith could not 
call upon Manchester United 
Winger Ryan Giggs, who 


missed the game through in- 
jury, hts strikeforce Had 
another United star. Mark 
Hughes, as well as Liver- 
pool's Ian Rush and Dan 
Saunders of Aston Villa, 
some of Europe's most 
feared strikers. 

But it was the Welsh de- 
fense that was repeateAy 
tom apart by Georgia's swift 
forwards. Temoliz Ketsbaia 
nened twice, and other coals 
came from Georgi Kink- 
ladze, Gocha Gognehiani 
and Shota Arveladze in from 
of the joyous 25,000 fom at 
Dynamo Stadium in TbiUsi. 

Also in (3roup 7, Germany 
opened its qualifying com- 


paign wiA a TA viaory over 
Albania in front of a sellout 
crowd of 23,000 in Tirana. 
Strikers Juergen Klinsmann 
and Ulf Kirsten scored for 
Germany. whiA has never 
lost to the Balkan country in 
nine meetings. 

Hysen Zmijani netted for 
Albania, and Ledio Pano 
nearly tied it in Ae dying 
seconds when his free kick bit 
Ae post, Ae Albanians have 
lost both Aeir quailing 
matAes. 

World Cup semifinalist 
Bulgara moved into first 
place in the group, beating 
Moldova 4-1 on two goals 
from Barcelona forward 


Hristo Stoichkov. 

A total of 36 teams were in 
action Wednesday in Ae 
eight qualtfyin| groups. Cte- 
fenAng champion Denmark 
visited Spain, while World 
Cup finalist Italy hosted 
Croatia in later headline 
matches. In an exhibition ga- 
meXngland hosted Nigeria 
at Wembley. 

Poland 0, France 0; 

At Zabize, Poland, France 
played to a scoreless draw for 
Ae Aird time in three qual- 
ifying matches. 

Poland remained Aird in 
Ae group with four points in 
three maiAes. 


semis and have legitimate 
shot at winning iL My confi- 
dence is greater Aan ever,” 
said Agassi, who won Ae 
inaugural event here in 1990. 

Agassi has jumped to No. 2 
dn Ae world after bouncing 
oaA from wrist injury by 
winning Ae U.S. Open and 
21 out of his last 22 matAes. 

Sampras, Ae No. 1 in Ae 
world, lost to Boris Becker in 
his opening match and 
needed to b^t Edberg to 
retain hopes of advandng to 
Ae semifinals. 

For one set, it seemed Aat 
Edberg would cause Sampras 
to make an early exit. 

But Sampras raised his 
game and once he broke the 
Swede for a 4-2 lead in Ae 
second set, he took com- 
mand. Sampras never lost his 
serve again and dosed out 
Ae match after one hour, SS 
minutes. 

“He doesn’t have any 
weaknesses anymore," said 
Edberg, a former No. 1 who 
has slipped to No. 8 . 

Edb^g dropped to 1-1 and 
will i^ay Becker (2-0) in his 
last matA for a place in Ae 
last four, while S^pras ( 1 - 1 ) 
meets Goran Ivanisevic (0-2). 

Because of Edberg’s de- 
feat, even Ivanisevic retains a 
slun hope of making Ae last 
four, alAougfa he looked vir- 
AaHy eliminated after his loss 
ID Ae Swede. 

The S3 million tournament 
is limited to Ae eighA top- 
ranked players under a two- 
group round-robin format. 
The top two finiAers from 
caA group adyan^ to the 
semifinals. 

Sampras, who won Ae 
1991 tournament, allowed 
Edberg only one point in the 
first three games. But Ae 
Swede found his touch in Ae 
fifth game and broke back. 


Navratilova loses again,^. 
this time in doubles 

It was an encore of sorts. The muHng, Aongh, Adnt 
change. Mar^a NavratSova walked off Ae court agaiir. 
Tbnisday nig^t after losing in Ae Virgfriia Slims Cham-", 
pionsbips. 

IWo ni^ts after loAig to Gabriela Sabatini in the 
singles, she and Manon BoDegraf of the NeAerlands lost.. 
6-2, 64 to Arantxa SanAez Vtcario and Jana NovoAa in a'* ' 
seini^a] doubles matA. 

It wasn’t pret^. Twice NavraAova served in Ae final', 
set. And boA times was broken, her once penetrating serve 
now being hammered back for winners. T,' 

It peihaps was only fitting that on Ae final point of her-'.' 
final matA, Ae received serve, and wound up neAng a' ^ 
backhand retnni- 

TheMaAson square Gartten crowd, smaller than Ae one / 
that paid tribute to her Tuesday mgbt, gave peAaps Aq 
greatest women’s player of all time a standing ovation. : 

There were no miracle finishes this time, not like at ' 
Mrimbledon in Jnly when she reaAed Ae sing^ final.„ , 

Her number of doubles titles remains at a record 165. 7.^ 
also won a reooA 167 Axgles Aampxon^ps in a career 
that began in 1974: 

While she offidally has retired from playing Aigles oq.'’ 
the WTA Tour. She has lunted Aat Ae migbt continue to I- 
play doubles. . ^7 

r. 

Navratilova by Ae numbers 

Number 1: Navratflova hcM Ae wmid mnnbcr one. • 
rsnkiag in women*'5 a total of 381 wedts — that’s * 
seven yean and 17 weeks. 

July 10, 1978-Jfenuary 13, 1979 (27 wedcs); Jaimary' " 
JS-Febmary 24, 1979 (4 weeks); April 16-3mie 24, 1979 (10. . 
weeks); September 10, 1979-A^ 6, 1980 (30 weeks); ! 
21-Juae 30, 1980 (10 weeks); May 3-16, 1982 (2 weeks); . 
June 14, 1982Jime 9, 1985 (156 weeks); October 14-27^ 7 
1985 (2 wedcs); November 25, 15185-Aagast 1987 <140 , 
weeks). 

2: She won at least two singles titles every year from 1975' • 

through 19!0. ' 7 

3: 9ie won the Australian Open singfes tide Aree ! 

4: 9ie woo Ae U.S. Open singles dtfe fonr tini 4 »v. ! 

6 : Navratflova’s career to spanned dz U.S. presidential. 1 
administrations, frmn Richard Nixon to Bill CUntou. 

8 : Navradhrva has won singles titles in eight diSdent-i . 


9: She won Wimbledra a record nine times, the 
player to win that many editions of aqy one Grand Sian* 
exo^ Margaret Court, who wmi the Australian Open 11 - 


12: She won the Vir^nia Slims of Chteagw 12 time«- in ' 

recognition of that feat, (Hiicago declared FArnaxy 12, 1992 

Marito Navratflova Day. 

18: She woo a total on 8 Grand Shun singles titles, second ' 
oidy to Margaret Court’s 24. 

ii: She reached a record 23 consecutive ftnak frmn June 
12, 1983-Novembcr 25, 1984. 

37: She won 37 Gra^ Shun doubles titles, 31 women’s 

doubles and dz mixed. She completed a dmiMe Graod Slam . 

wiA Pam Shriver in 1984. 

74: She won 74 straight niatrhiic A 1984, the knigest 
consecotive matA streak ever. 

8 th She played Chris Evert 80 times. She lost 21 of thdr 
irst 25 matAes, but finished tiiewir career head-to-head 
43-37. 

84: Navratilova to won boA singfes and douUes titles at * 
Ae same event a record M times. 

165: She has won 165 doubles tides oortife. women’s toar..-.' 
167: She has won 167 silkies tides, bqating Jiminy 
C^onwH^ men’s toor record of 109. 

1,438: Navratilova has woo 1,438 of her 1,649 cmnpetitive I 
sin^ matAes, lodi% just 211. 

20,052,227; Navratflova has won $20,062,227 in prize 
moD^. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


wrm OMAR 8HAR1P 
ATANNAHHRSCK 

018B3 TrAuPf Mneu San^M. Inc 


WHEHE*S WALDO? 


vulnerable. South deab. 

. South West 

North East 

NORTH 

1 a Pass 

8 0 Fhaa 

* K 10 3 

3 NT Pass 

4« Pass 

<?9 6 

4 7 Pass 

6 4 Pass 

0 AKQ J3 

Pass Pass 


«AQ4 

Opening lead: Jack of 4 


WEST EAST 

4 J2 4Q97 

rj84 7K10 732 

076 09B62 

4 J 10 8 7 6 54 2 
SOUTH 

* A 8 6 5 4 
7AQ6 

0 10 4 

♦ K83 

*nie hlfMmg* 


Hen^ a different twist in bridge 
problenxa. Looking at all four hand&, 
can 3fou coostnicc a rational Kne of 
play and defend that cotQd cause 
dadaier to go down m six guides? 

This hand waa played more than 
^ decades ap in an mtematfonal 
tournament. South deverty cue-bid 
four hearts over Noith's slam try of 
four dobs — it ooold not be natural; 
South would have shown a heart 


suit on the second round. North 
wasted no time in bidding the iipedff 

glam 

Weat led the jack of dubs asd* 
when dummy appeared it seemed 
dedarer’s o^ loser would be a 
tni^. Unfortunately, for dadarer, 
fitting East was Gnrgea 71ienm« 
regard as one of EStxrope's great 

? uyers whose career was cut abort 
y a heart attach when sdD in 
early forties. 

Declarer won the opening chib 
lead mdunusy and cashed tM Ving 
of spades- Theron dropped the I 
qiuen! Afraid that West had started 
with J 9 7 2 in tzunqis, declarer gawip 
to hand with the ten of ffiflmnnd s 
and took the “safety*' play of leaifing 
a low trump toward the ten. 

This (£d not work out as planned. 
WesA jack of ^dea won the trick 
and was aUe to ruff the c^ 
return for a one-trick set. 

To drop the queen when you bold 
it doubleton is a rdativdy routme 
play in exp^ dxdes. To do so from 
£atfs hddmg is a stroke of genius! 
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TWICE A WEEK 

^Julf Air is proud to introduce its nonstop flights 
from Lamaca to New York every Wednesday and 
Saturday morning in addition to two nonstop flints 
from Bahrain. Whichever class you travel, you'll fly 
in comfort and style on our new Airbus A340. On 
board, you'll enjoy our special new in-flight 
entertainment system, and superb levels of cuisine, 
service and traditional hospital!^. Come aboard for a 
world of difference 



t 


FOR MORE INFORMATION ON ROUTES AND SERVICES 
CONTACT YOUR LOCAL TRAVEL AGENT OR 
GULFAIR ON 653613. 
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Tel.: 699238 I Cinema 


Tel.: 677420 
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The film which won 
seven Oscars 
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Shows: J2J0. 3:30, 6:15. 8:30, 10:45 


Eric Roberts & Jeff 
Fahey 
in 


Shows 12:30. 3:30. S.-00. 6:30. 8:30. 10:30 


The academy awards Aim 


Shows: 12:30. 3:30, 6K». 8:15. 10:30 

CONCORD -2» 

SPEED 

Shows: 3:15. 5:00 


Td.: 618274 - 618275 

AlWMOUW THEATRE 

Presente 

‘ Water is a Gift c»f Ufe” 

A family and children play pro- 
duced and directed by: 

Akram Abul Ragheb 

Daily at 10 a.m. 

The Arabic Movie 

The Immigraitt 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30. 6:15. 8:30. 10 JO 


Tel.: 675571 1 Nabil 8 [ Hrsham's 


ItobM A1 Mariiini Tlfatw 

Announces a t^:?;iporary 
suspension of the per> 
formance 

Qirbeh JWakhzouqa 

^^Punctured Bag” 

We will announce the re- 
sumption of the play -in 
its new form later on. . 


Td.; 625155 


Presents: 

The political satire; 

AI Salam Va SidaMi^ 

Daily at 8:30 p.m. 
Saturday A Sunday is .tif 

thsatre’s holiday^ . 
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Big U.N. majority 


for Palestinian 


self-determination 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — 
. The United States and Israel 
‘ cast the only negative vote on 
Thursday when a U.N. com- 
mittee reaffirmed, by an 
overwhelming majority, the 
right of the Palestinian peo- 
ple to self-determination. 

The vote in the General 
Assembly’s social, humanita- 
•rian and cultunU copimittee 
.was 124 to two, with 27 
. absentions. 

Russia which, together 
.with the United States, is a 
. sponsor of Middle East peace 
negotiations, was among 
■those countries abstaining. 

The resolution now goes to 
.the assembly plenary, where 
it is certain to be endorsed. 

In addition to reafRiming 
the Palestinians' ri^t to self- 
determination, it expresses 
the hope tiiat they mig^t soon 
exercise this right in the cur- 
rent peace process. It also 
urges all states and U.N. 
agendes to continue to ex- 
tend their support to the 
Palestinian pe^le in their 
quest for selMetennination. 

The U.N. representative, 
after listing the progress 
made so far in the Middle 
East p^ce talks, said the 
resolution could only be 
understood as “an effort to 
shape the outcome of these 
negotiations and in so doing, 
it can undermine their very 
basis.” 

The role of the internation- 
al community was “not to 
interject itself into con- 
troversy by siding with one 
side's position or the other's 
or to prejudge the outcome 
of the negotiations,” he said. 

Israel's envoy told the 
committee the resolution was 
intended to predetermine the 
outcome of permanent status 
talks between Israel and the 
Palestinians. These are due 
to begin no later than the 


start of the third year of a 
five-year transitional period 
whirA began with Israel’s 
withdrawal from the Gaza 
Strip and the Jericho area 
earner this yw. 

He said mis contradicted 
obligations undertaken by 
the Palestine Liberation 
Oig^sation (PLO) in a dec- 
laration of principles signed 
with Israel in September 
1993, as well as the principle 
of direct negotations without 
preconditions. 

The PLO’s observer said 
those who op))osed the right 
of self-determination for the 
Palestinians “would in prac- 


tice be opposing histoty, law, 
the United Nations Charter 


and international law.” 

Genuine support for the 
peace process necessarily de- 
manded that the Palestinian 
people be supported in ex- 
ercising their right to self- 
determination, bemuse other- 
wise tliere could be no just 
and lasting peace in the ^£d- 
dle East, he smd. 

Germany, speaking on be- 
half of the 12-nation Euro- 
pean Union as well as Au- 
stria. Finland and Sweden, 
which ail voted for the resolu- 
tion, said the exerdse of the 
right of self-determination 
was an on^iing process and 
could be implemented in a 
variety of ways. 

It was also the Enropean 
Union’s longstanding posi- 
tion that reaffirmation of the 
Palestiniaiu' right to self- 
determination went hand in 
hand with reaffirmation of 
the right of all countries in 
tire re^on, induthng Israel, 
to live in peace within secure 
and internationally recog- 
nised borders. The £U wel- 
comed the fact that both 
these elements were reflected 
in the amended version of the 
resolution that was adopted. 


Hurricane Gordon 


whips N. Carolina 


OCRACOKE, North Caroli- 
na (AFP) — Hurricane Gor- 
don, wheeling toward the 
U.S. m ainland , lashed the 
barrier island off North 
Caxolina with fierce winds, 
blowing seaside cottages off 
their p^gs, authorities'said. 

Meteorologists upgraded 
Gordon to a huriccane^urs- 
day, after the storm that Left a 
trafl of death and destruction 
in the Caribbean and Florida 
strengthened in the Atlantic. 

In Haiti, the toll from Gor- 
don continued to chmb with 
the number of people re- 
ported killed rising to 759 
Friday. At least ^ people 
were missing there. 

Gordon also caused the 
deaths of nine more people in 
Cuba, Jamaica and the 
Dominican Republic and left 
six dead in Florida. 

The storm was nearly sta- 
tion^ at latitude 33.2 north, 
longitude 76.0 west, placing it 
about 140 kilometres off 
Cape Hatteras, North Caroli- 
na, at around 1:00 p.m. (1800 
GMT), according to the 
Nationid Hurricane Centre in 
Coral Gables, Florida. 

The centre reported Gor- 
don had ma.Yimum sustained 
winds of 120 kilometres pet 
hour, just above hunicane- 
force. 

“It is expected to drift erra- 
tically over the next 24 
hours” and weaken, said hur- 


ricane centre spokesman 
Frank Lepoie. 

Officials have posted hurri- 
cane warnings from the 
Virginia-North Carolina bor- 
der stretching 210 kilometres 
south to Bogue inlet. 

“We didn't expect it to 
strengthen as much as it did,” 
said Bob Sheets, director of 
the centre, “It's just been a 
complex system,” he added. 

In Kitty Hawk, North 
Carolina, cottages perdied 
on pilings were hurled into 
the sea. 


Coastal residents, who 
thought they were out of 
harm's way, were surprised 
to find the storm was arching 
back toward the mainland. 
“It's a total surprise,” said 
Bob Florez, “b^use this 
monung it wasn't here and 
now it’s here.” 

Gordon began off the 
Nicaraguan coast Nov. 8 and 
zig-zagged over the Carib- 
bean to Haiti where it un- 
leashed deadly flooding. 

After sweeping over 
Jamaica and Cuba, Gordon 
crossed southern Florida 


pawning numerous torna- 
dos, flooding thousands of 
acres of fruit and vegetables, 
and killiDg six people. 


Florida Governor Lawton 
Chiles declared a state of 
emergency for the southern 
and central part of the state. 


France, U.K. have joint air command 


(Continiied from page 1) 


Earlier, French presi^n- 
tial spokesman Jean Musitelli 
openly criticised Washington 
over the move. 

“We regret that our Amer- 
ican allies have acted un- 
ilaterally, and without giving 
much concern for their allies 
on the ground.” he smd, re- 
porting discussions between 
Mr. Major and French Presi- 
dent Francois Mitterrand. 

'“We must convince the 
Americans not to continue 
down this path.” he said. 


adding that it “complicates 
the task of the Europeans.” 

Mr. Major echoed die con- 
cern, although stopped short 
of open criticism of Washing- 
ton. “UK troops will stay 
there while they can do a 
good job, without unaccept- 
able risk. 

“What concerns us is that 
lifting the embargo would un- 
ravel the approach that we 
have follov^, and so we 
hope it will not come to 
that,” he said, while arguing 
that the U.S. action last week 
had been overdiamatised. 


Israeli team leaves after talks 


(CmliiiiMd from page 1) 


Ministry secretray-general, 
issued a statement mer the 
evening's talks saying that the 
two countries would 
announce the establishment 
of diplomatic relations in a 
joint statement on Nov. 27. 

Other officials said Ae cm 
countries will open embassies 
in Tel Aviv and Amman on 
Dec. 10, exactly one month 
after His Majesty King Hus- 
sein and Israeli Mme Minis- 
ter Yitzhak Rabin exchanged 
the documents ofYatification 
of the peace treaty. 


ivir. Savir said the morning 
site-scouting could not pro- 
duce a suitable location for 
the Israeli embassy and that 
another team would be com- 
ing to Amman soon to con- 
tinue searching. 

Nov. 29 has been set tenta- 
tively for the team to come to 
Amman. A Jordanian team 
will visit Tel Aviv one day 
later, Reuters reponed. 

The Associated Press 
quoted Jordanian sources as 
saying the Israelis wanted to 
acquire a plot of land near 
the Queen Alia International 
Aiiport on which they plan- 
ned to build an embassy. 



CLASHES IN 


(see 


Mosfim fundamental- rqxnts give one poflceman and IZ demonstra- 
one of tiidr dead curied on a toes dead and at least 200 people 
streteho: after bdng sliot by Paleathito ptdice one (AFP fdiato) 

(faning heavy dadies in Gaza City. Last 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Mubarak warns Europe on new threat 


LONDON (AFP) — Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak 

ruld Fa 


has warned Europe it could Face a new wave of Middle East 
if promised Western aid for the Palestinians does not 
materialise soon. “My fe~r is that there will soon be an 
explosion in Gaza, more dangerous than Afghanistan,” 
Mr. Mubarak cold the Times newspaper in an interview 
published Friday prior to his European tour beginning 
Sunday. Mr. Mubarak said such unrest could destabilise 
the whole Middle East and spill over into Europe, saying 
“it is very easy to go here to Europe especially as you 
have cells of (Muslim) fundamentalists all over Europe 
now. “I blame the donors,” be added, for donor countries 
bad only paid up a tiny proportion of the S2.24 billion of aid 
pledged to the Palestinian authority headed by Yasser 
Arafat. The donors “should hurry up,” Mr. Mubarak 
added. “In Gaza there are no jobs, no infrastructure, no 
healthcare. If this goes on. nobody on eanh could persuade 
the people there to stay calm," he warned. “An explosion 
would encourage many fundamentalists to gp there and 
fight alongside the Palestinians. I hope people realise the 
danger.” 


Israeli right ahead in polls 


TEL AVrV (AFP) — Israel's right-wing opposition would 
win elections if they were held today, according to an 
opinion poll published Friday. The Yediot Ahaionot 
newspaper found that the Likud party would win 41 seats in 
the 120-member house compart with the 32 seats it now 
holds. Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin's Labour Party would 
lose four seats and drop to 40 seats. His left-wing coalition 
partner Meretz would win nine seats, three fewer than in 
the 1992 elections. That would let in a nationalist-religious 
coalition with the backing of four or five minor parties. 
However, Mr. Rabin remained more popular than Likud 
leader Bejamin Netanyahu, winning 46 per cent support 
against 42 per cent for bis main rival. And in the next 
elections, scheduled for Nov. 1996, the prime miniter is due 
to be elected direaly for the first time. Parliament has in 
the past voted for the premier. Some 49 per cent of Israelis 
fovoured dismantling Jewish settlements in the occupied 
territories while 46 per cent were agmnst while five per cent 
voiced no view. 'Rie Dahaf Institute interviewed S(X) 
Israelis on Tuesday for the survey whidi had an error 
margin of four percent. 


Greenpeace to analyse loxic waste’ in Beirut 


BEIRUT (AFP) — Eiqierts from the environmental group 
Grranpeare have taken samples from dozens of barrels of 
toxic waste to determine their origin, spokesman Fuad 
Hamdan said on Friday. The experts who arrived Tuesday 
in Lebanon aboard the Greenpteace flagsUp Rainbow 
Warrior wore gas masks and special suits to open barrels, 
stored in two large containers at Beirut port, and take the' 
samples, he said. Dozens of barrels of h^ardous industrial 
waste were found in mountainous areas northeast of Beirut 
earlier this year, prompting a debate between the author- 
iti% and non-gpvernment organisations (NGOs) over tiheir 
origin. “The way the barrels are stored is highly inadequate 
bemuse organic vaiwurs are leaking out of the containers.'’ 
said Greenpeace scientist Ruth Strmger. “The vapours are 
strong irritants and the waste would be dangerous if 
handled without extreme care,” she added. Lebanese 
Environment A^nister Samir Moqbel has said the barrels 
contain “ethyl acrylate and methyl acrylate'' — substances 
used to produce plastics. 


Algeria to pay compensation for Italians 


ROME (AFP) — Algeria has agreed to pay ISO million lira 
(S^.OCIO) in compensation to the fomilies of seven Italian 
sailors murdered in Algeria last July, the government 
gazette said on Friday. Hie sailors were killed by a ^oup of 
Algerians on board me moored Italian vessel, the Luana, 
in die port of Djendjen. A member of the 15-stiong gang 
who was arrested later said the sailors’ throats were slit 
after binding their hands and feet. 


14 killed in Kurdish rebel attack 


ANKARA (AFP) — Fourteen people were killed in an 
attack by Kurdish rebels on the village of Col in the 
southeastern Turkish province of Siiit and in an ensuing 
clash between rebels and Turkish troops, the Anatolia 
news agency reported Friday. A group of “terrorists” — 
the official term to describe militants of the Kurdish 
Labour Party (PKK) — shot dead ten villagers and 


kidnapped two others in Thursday ni^t's attack, Anatolia 
said. ^rc( 


iree Kurdish militants and a soldier were killed in 
the clash around the village of Palamut which followed the 
attack, Anatolia said. 


Israel seeks boosted Egypt trade 


CAIRO (AFP) — Israel has asked Egypt to help end the 
double taxation of goorls passing through their twider in a 
move to boost trade, an Egyptian official said Friday. 
Fakhreddine Abou Ezz, deputy economic minister, told 
journaUsts here after talks in Tel Aviv that the Israelis 
proposed an agreement which will prohibit the double 
taxation of go^ crossing at Rafah. which lies on the 
border between Egypt and the Gaza Strip. Under the 
proposal each country would be assigned a certain number 
of goods to tax at the TOrder, rather man having all of them 
taxed on both sides, Mr. Abu Es said. He also said the 
Israelis submitted a proposal “for the guarantee of invest- 
ments” between the tnra countries, without elaborating. 


Somaliland 


insurrection 


crushed, 


Egai says 


NAIROBI (Agencies) — 
TYoops loyal to ifae govern- 
ment of Ae self-proclaimed 
Somaliland republic have 
crushed an insurrection in the 
capital Hargeisa, the region’s 
“president,” Mohammad 
jwrahim Egal, said Friday. 

Mr. Egal told AFP by tele- 
phone that the city was now 
“very calm" and denied re- 
ports that he had fled the 
capital of the region in the 
north of Somalia for the coas- 
tal town of Berbera. 

Mr. Egal said at least 60 to 
70 civilians were believed kil- 
led in the attacks since Tues- 
day, while the death toll for 
government forces was put at 
eight, with 20 woundra. 

He said prisoners had been 
taken but did not. give a 
casualty toll for the rebels. 

Mr. Egal said his troops 
were preparing to 'ilush out” 
armed rebels still biding in 
Hargeisa on Saturday or Sun- 
day, describing them as 
"young boys” who behaved 
like bandits. 

He denied a U.N. report 
that they were supporters of 
the founder of the breakaway 
republic in former British 
Somaliland, Abdurahman 
Ahmad AJi, “Tuur,” who 
was ousted in Febni^ 

U.N. spokesman George 
Bennett on Thursday told 
AFP that Hargeisa came 
under attack 'Tuesday by 
forces loyal to Mr. Tuur, and 
quoted rebel sources as 
saying ^ president had left 
the town. 

Speaking from the Somah* 


capital Mogadishu, Mr. Ben- 
id Mr. Turn's men 


nett said 
claimed to control Hargeisa 
and that Mr. Egal had Am to 
his stronghold of Berbera, 
some 300 kilometres to the 
northeast on the Gulf of 
Aden. 

But Mr. Egal said the re- 
bels were ‘tyoiing boys” out 
to exact reveitge on his gov- 
ernment for ordering troops 
to dislodge them from 
Hargeisa airport where they 
wanted to continue “their 
very lucrative activities,” 
levying taxes on arriving and 
departing flights. 

Somaliland dedared itself 
independent in 1S191 after the 
fell of dictator Mohammad 
Siad Bane, as the rest of 
Somaiia plunged into clan strife 
and mass starvation, leading 
to large-scale intervention by 
the United States and then 
the United Nations. 

U.N. peacekeepers are all 
due to pull out by the end of 
next March. Rivd clan lead- 
ers have failed to agree on 
forming an interim govern- 
ment, and Mr. Egal's regime 
has declared it will have no- 
thing to do with the rest of 
the coun^, a former Italian- 
ruled territory. 

The battle of the past few 
days is the first heavy fighting 
in Somaliland in more than a 
year and comes as the United 


Nations prepares to withdraw 
its 16.500 peacekeepers from 
southern Somaiia by March 


31. 


The country’s major war- 
lords have been engaged for 
months in what U.N. spok^ 
man Bennett on Thursday 
called a “destructive rivalry 


SI 


to power following the 
U.N. wii 


withdrawal. 

Sources reached by tele- 
phone in Hargeisa on Thurs- 
day spoke of heavy fighting 
near fee central police station 
and the citv's major open-air 
market. 


Majali begins 


Qatar visit today 


AMMAN (Petra) — Prime 
Nfinister Abdul ^am 
Saturdw starts an official 
visit to Qatar at the invitation 
of Shmkh Hamad Ben Khali- 
fe, fee Qatari crown prince 
and defence minister. 

An offidal announcement 
issued Friday said feat Dr. 
Majali would spend several 
days in Qatar during which 
he would meet mfe fee coun- 
try’s ruler. Sheikh IQialife 
Bct Ham^ A1 Thani and 
other officials. 

Dr. Majali’s visit to Qatar 
“is an embodiment of 
brotherly relations between 
Jordan and Qatar and a man- 
ifestation on fee part of fee 
two countries to enhance and 
bolster ties between fee two 
peoples,” fee statement said. 

It said that the prime 
minister's talks would aim at 
further bolsterins these rela- 
tions and would also cover 
fee peace process. 

The prime minister is also 
ejqpected to meet wife Jorda- 
nians living in Qatar, fee 
statement noted, addBng feat 
Dr. Majali will be accompa- 
nied by Minister of State for 
Foreign Affiuis Talal A1 Has- 
san, ferector of his office 
Aktham Qousous and Rafe' 
Shahin, his press advisor. 

Dr. Majali was quoted on 
Thursday as saying that his 
visit to Qatar was aimed at 
enhancing Qatari-Jordanian 
cooperation in all fields. 

Speaking during a visit to 
fee Audit Bureau, Dr. Majali 
said feat Jordan was keen on 


restoring its strong aes wife 
Arab states and reestab- 
lishing Arab solidarity. 

On fee eve of his visit to 
Qatar, Dr. Majali received in 
his office fee Qatari minister 
of information and culture, 
Hamad Abdul Aziz Al 
Kuwari and an accompanying 
delegation. 

He told the visiting Qatan 
official feat Jordan was seek- 
ing to safeguard common in- 
ter Arab interests and streng- 
then ties wife all Gulf coun- 


tries. 

He praised Qatar's active 
paricipation in fee multilater- 
al phase of fee Middle East 
peace process and its backing 
^ Jordan's peace efforts. 


cpi 

Qatar’s support for the trea- 
ty, and said feat it would g^ve 


Now feat Jordan has con- 
cluded a peace treaty wife 
Israel, the Kingdom is de- 
dicating its efforts towa^ 
establish ing a comprehensive 
pc^ce 'in fee region, the 
prime iniiiister said. 

Dr. Kuwari expressed 
upport fc 
lid feat it 
impetus to the achievement 
of comprehensive peace on 
all tracks. 

Speaking in fee presence of 
Information Minister Jawad 
Anani, Dr. Kuwari outlined 
his country’s efforts to main- 
tain cooperation with Jordan 
in information. 

Dr. Kuwari noted that 
Qatar and Jordan had signed 
an agreement on cooperation 
in information fields in 1980 
and said it was time for the 
two sides to upgrade fee pact. 


Israel builds roads 


ahead of redeployment 


TEL AVIV (Agendes) — 
Israel has begun to build a 
major road network in fee 
West Bank to enable setdexs* 
to avoid Raiestmian areas af- 
ter the army's redeployment, 
offidals said Friday. 

A north-south hi^way win 
by-pass the Palestinian towns 
of NaUus, Bethlehem and 
Hebron. 

Construction is already 
well underway between 
Bethelehem and Hebron in- 
duding a 900-metre lon^ tun- 
nel to link settlement m tiie 
Gosh Etzion block directly 
wife occupied Jerusalem. 

A Jeridio Ity-pass is also 
under constroctison to avoid 
fee self-rule endave. 

Another 320 kilometres of 


roads are planned at a cost of 
some S300 million to allow 


for fee pullout of Palestinian 
ulation centres in line 
fee Palestinian auton- 



wi 


omy agreement. 

Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Ralnn still has to g^ve a green 
light fiOT the project, housing 
ministiy offidals said. 

Some 120,000 Israelis are 
scattered across fee West 
Bank in about 120 settle- 


ment. 

A settler spokesman 
Pinhas Wallerstein voiced 
strong support for fee project- 
which be said would boost 
security for Israelis and en- 
able tlie development of their 
colonies. 

Israeli Foreign Minister 
Shimon Peres warned Thurs- 
day that the Palestinian 


reoedent attacks on Israeli 
soidies and civilians both in 
fee Gaza Strip and in Israel 
itself. Israeli authorities have 
demanded that Palestinian 
police crack down on miUtant 
groups that have claimed re- 
^xinsiblity for the attacks. 

P^res also sharply re- 
buked the head of the I^A. 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation Chairman Yasser 
Arafot, following a speech 
Tuesday in whi^ Mr. Arafat 

— apparently inadvertently 

— neteTTed to “fee Israeli 
enemy” (see page 2). 

“Recent statements by 
YassOT Arafot give the im- 
pression feat he is no longer 
m control of what he says and 
do damage to the pe^ pro- 
cess," hfr. Peres said. 

Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin, before leaving for fee 
United States on Wefeiesday, 
also took Mr. Arafat to task. 

“The statements attributed 
to Arafat are absolutely con- 
trary to the Israeli- 
Palestinian declaration of 
(peace) principles,” Mr. 
Ralnn was quot^ as saying 
in the newspaper Yediot 
Aharonot. 

General Dany Rotschild, 
Israeli coordinator for the 
occupied territories, mean- 
while threatened to hold up 
parents for Palestinian 
police in a gesture aimed at 
“punishing violations” of fee 
PLO-Israeli accord on 
Palestinian autonomy. 


National Aufeority (PNA) 

Gaza Strip 


4,500 mMu pomits 


operating in the Gaza Strip 
and part of the West Bank 
could be stripped of its pem- 
ers if it failed to establish 
order. 

“Israel expects fee Palesti- 
nian Authority to take the 
situation in hand,” Nfr. Peres 
told Israel rafeo. “If the 
Palestinians do not under- 
stand that, the powers feat 
they exercise could be taken 
away from them.” 

He did not elaborate. 

But his remarks followed 


The Israeli military author- 
ities vill next week deliver 
another 4,5(X) permits to 
Palestinians, taking fee total 
number allowed in to 28,500, 
a spokeswoman said Friday. 

The permits will be for 
agricultural workers^ divided 
equally between the Gaza 
Strip and West Bank, said 
Captain Hannie Jeshunui. 

A total of 8,5(X) permits are 
for agricultural workers and 
the rest for oonstniction and 
induttry. 


Blind cleric rushed to 


hospital from prison 


NEW YORK (Agencies) — 
Sheikh Omar Abdul Rah- 


man. fee Egyptian cienc 
charged with plotting to 
bomb fee United Nations and 
other landmarks, was rushed 
to a hospital on Thursday 
suffering from pneumonia, 
an aide to fee cleric said. 

^ The U-S. Marshals Ser- 
vice, which accompanied him 
to fee hospital, said his condi- 
tion was “not life threaten- 
ing.” A spokesman for fee 
service said the cleric is 


from his two-room cell at fee 
federal metropolitan correc- 
tional centre in Manhattan at 
about 5:30 a.m. on Thursday 
and taken to a hospital, he 
said. 




“alert, talking and cooperat- 
ing wife Che medical staff.” 
However, Ahmad Sattar. 


‘MCC medical staff had 
described Dr. Abdul Rah- 
man as possibly having 
pneumonia," fee Marshal 
Service said in a statement. 
“He is currently being ex- 
amined and treated in a hos- 
pital setting ^ere his condi- 
tion is described as not life 
fereatei^g.*' 


the shefleh’s parale gal, de- 
scribed fee situation as more 
serious. “He’s in very bad 
shape,” Mr. Sattar said. 

Sattar said he 
^ken with Sheikh Abdul 
Kahman on Wednesday. “He 
re^ly couldn’t talk. His brea- 
thing was very heavy. He was 
coughing and spitting up 
blo(M and running a high 
fever.” 

The deric was removed 


Mr. Sattar said Sheikh 
Abdul Rahman was hesitant 
to gp to fee hospital because 
he . wanted to continue to 
prepare for tlte Nov. start 


of ^ selection for his trial 


hattan. 


district court in Man- 


Shdkh Abdul Rahman and 
11 ofeeis are aecused of con- 
spiring to bomb New York 
landnuuks, including fee Un- 
ited Nations headquarters 



Scientists dalm 
discovery of 
Element 110 


BERLIN (AP) — Scientists 
in Germany have claimed db- . 
covery of a new element, ' 
with atomic number HO, fee . 
heaviest ever produced. Hte 
presence of the clement was 
proved at 4:39 p.m. on Noiv,’' 
9 after days of bombardii» . 
billions of lead atoms wife, 
billions of nickel atoms iatfae; 
Unilac accelerator ai the ■ 
heavy ion research ccntre.at 
Darmstadt in southern Ger^ 
many, the centre said late 
Thursday. The internatioai^^ 
group of scientists that 
ned out the research was iM^ 
by Peter Armbnister, a 
man phyricist who is creditef 
wife leading teams that pip. . 
duced three other heavy near- 
elements at the centre be- 
tween 19S1 and 1984. The 
centre said a dozen scientists 
from research centres in Rds<- 
sia. Slovakia and Finland col- 
laborated in discovering 
new element, which does apt . 
yet have a name. The- 
Heaviest element occuring ig.' 
nature b uranium, with Alfr 
mic Number 92. Element 11^! 
e.\isted for only a fraction 
thousandth of a second, 
its presence was proved 
the apparatus deteaed ga; 
sdpha particle, or helium nup 
leus, that was emitted as fec=: 
element decayed, the 
said. 


Scientist extracts 
DNA from ancient 
dinosaur bone 


TV presenter 
raps Britain 
on cot deaths 
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WASHINGTON (R) ~ A 
Utah researcher has ex- 
tracted DNA from an 80- 
million-year-old dinosaur - 
bone and reconstruaed por- 
tions of the creature's genetic 
sequence — a scientific first 
straight out of the movio. . 
But Brigham Young Uni- 
versity scientist Scott Wood- 
ward dismbses notions his ~ 
finding will open the way for 
the cloning of dinosaurs, the 
plot of the novel and mega- 
blockbuster film Jurassic 
Park. “I loved fee book and 1 
loved the movie. In fact, I' 
just talked to my kids 
Jerusalem and they're watdi^- 
ing fee movie ri^t now.” DrJ 
Woodward said. “We’re light;; 
years away from anything 
feat might have occurred is- 
Jurassic Park. I’m still look-, 
ing forward to fee transpor- 
ten in Star Trek." he s^.;> 
Hb findings are published i^. 
fee Nov. 18 edition of Sdei^ - 
ce magazine. Dr. Woodward 
said fee DNA, obtained fr(xn 
bones preserved in a Utah’’ 
0^ mine, was unique and> 
did not appear to be closely ' 
related to any modern anim- 
als. Theories differ on'- 
whether dinosaurs were more 
closely related to birxb or 
reptiles. “I believe that there 
could be dinosaur groups feat . . 
fit into both categories or . 
even a category of neither,” ' 
he said. DNA. found in celb, ' 
b fee genetic code that guides 
fee development and grawfe 
^ plants and animab. The 
DNA specimen recovered is 
.not the oldest on record 
Researchers have previously ■ 
recovered 125-miUion-year- ■ 
old DNA from a weevil pie- ■ 
serv^ in amber. It was not 
possible to identify fee spe- 
dcs of dinosaur from the 
bones, one of which .■ 
to be a section of a 
nb. The bones possibly came 
TOm two different animals, 
fee article said. 
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